
       

 

 

                                                                                         
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Exceptional provision for exceptional  learners”  

                                                                                      25th October 2018 

Message from the Head Teacher  
 

 

We have reached the end of the first half term and what a busy half term it has 

been. There have been a lot of exciting opportunities for the students and this has 

been reflected in the learning that has taken place too. This newsletter gives a  

flavour of the events which have taken place in the first half of the Autumn Term.  
 

 
 

Fostering a successful partnership between home and school helps learners to 

achieve their best. As parents or guardians we look forward to an enjoyable and  

fulfilling relationship with you in the coming years as we work closely together in  

pursuit of this goal. We trust that parents or guardians will engage fully with all  

aspects of Academy life and we welcome your comments and feedback. You do 

not need to wait until a parents’ evening as our doors are always open.  
 

 

 

We are very excited and proud to announce the launch of our updated website.  

Our main aim was to improve accessibility to offer key information in a more  

readable format. We feel the new site offers a much improved experience for all  

users and we look forward to developing it further to suit everyone’s needs.  

We hope that you find it useful and enjoy browsing it. Please do ensure you follow 

us on Twitter, @HarborneAcademy, Facebook and check our school news on our  

website daily to really be ‘on top’ of the amazing life we have here at Harborne  

Academy.  
 

On behalf of all staff at Harborne Academy, I would like to wish you all a safe                 

and restful half term break.  
 

The Academy re-opens for students on Monday, 5th November, 2018. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roald Dahl 

Day &  

Rewards visit 

Page 2 

Debate Mate 

& The Diana 

Award 

 

 Page 3 

Geography 

competition 

& P.E. Poster 

competition 

winners 

 

Page 4 

PSHE Day Page 5 

Enrichment 

Clubs &  

Year 11  

Geography 

Page 6 

Black History 

Month 
Page 7 

European 

day of  

languages 

Page 8 

P.E  
department 

news 

Page 9 

National  

Poetry Day 

Pages  

10-12 

Reminders Page 13 

Key dates  Page 14 

In this issue 

Harborne Academy Autumn Term Newsletter 



       

 

 

Roald Dahl Day is the annual, global celebration of the world’s number one storyteller, his beloved stories and 

unforgettable characters. Roald Dahl Day happens on and around September 13th, the author’s birthday.  

 

This year saw our inaugural Roald Dahl Day celebrations. During form time, every student at Harborne  

Academy learnt a little about Dahl’s life…and what an incredible life he led! They also read an extract from the 

autobiographical ‘Boy’. 

 

Throughout the day, many of our students took part in Mrs Smith’s wonderful ‘Golden Ticket Hunt’ that 

caused a great deal of head-scratching, with many participants unable to find the final ticket. Skulduggery on the 

part of Mrs Smith’s sweet tooth? Not at all! Mystery solved and prizes (chocolates, of course) awarded - 

Chocs away! 

 

Roald Dahl has played an important part in many of our lives and it is right 

that we celebrate his achievements so, watch this space for next year,  

as we look to develop this day further. 

                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                              Mr. Farrell 

                                                                                                                               Head of English Plus 

 

 

 

Roald Dahl Day - 13th September 

Year 9 Reward Trip 

Some of our Year 9 students enjoyed their rewards trip to Paradice Gelataria 

for outstanding behaviour and attendance throughout the year. Mr Challender 

and Mrs Smith accompanied them to the High street where they had wonderful 

ice-cream shakes, freshly made gelato and handmade desserts! 



       

 

 

Students that commit to one hour a week after school will have an  

amazing opportunity to be taught how to debate by mentors from  

Birmingham University. Then they will put these skills into practise  

when competing against other schools, hopefully we can get to the  

finals in London again. 
 

 Develop skills such as leadership, teamwork and confidence. 

 You will get to meet university students and visit Birmingham University at  

      the end of the year. 

 You will get to talk about issues that affect you, your community and the wider world through an activity 

that is enjoyable. 

 The programme consists of 16 weeks of after-school debate workshops and  

      competitions. 

 The initial five weeks of sessions are designed to improve your speaking, listening and critical  

      thinking skills. The remaining eleven weeks will be dedicated to debating on ‘themes’ and debates. 

 Two weeks are set aside for local competitions in other schools as part of the Urban Debate League.  

      The programme culminates in a one-day regional competition at a prestigious university –  

      The Debate Mate Cup. For more information please speak to Mrs Simmons.  

 

 

 

 

 

Schools from across Birmingham, Sandwell, Dudley and Wolverhampton joined together to receive bespoke 

training from The Diana Award. Students had a fantastic day learning skills to support and guide their schools 

in tackling bullying. This anti-bullying campaign engages students to change the attitudes, behaviour and culture 

of bullying by building skills and confidence to address different situations, both online and offline. 

 

 

 

Debate Mate 

The Diana Award 



       

 

 

In collaboration with the University of Birmingham, the geography department is  

inviting Young Geographers to enter the photography competition, addressing  

the theme ‘Geography in my life’. 
 

This competition is open to all Birmingham schools. First prize from  

Birmingham University is a £100 Amazon voucher and a £50 voucher  

for the runners up. 
 

The Geography department’s prizes will include £20 WHSmith gift voucher for the first prize and various  

£10 gift vouchers for Google Play and Game for the runners up. 
 

How to submit an entry: 

 

 One submission is allowed per person, addressing the theme of 'Geography in my life'. 

 You must submit an original entry (not submitted to any other photography competition). 

 If the photograph contains images of people, it is the responsibility of the entrant to seek their permission. 

 

Submissions must include:  

 

 A short caption (max. 50 words) which includes the location and date of the photograph 

 Name of photographer 

 Age of photographer 

 The file name of the image must include the surname of the photographer 

 Submissions should be sent to gregory.caines@harborneacademy.co.uk 

 

 

                               Closing date: Friday 30th November 2018 @ 3 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

The PE Department ran a competition on creating a poster of famous  

black British footballers past and present. Entries included posters on  

Arthur Wharton and Viv Anderson to Ian Wright and Daniel Sturridge.  

Thank you to Birmingham City FC, the winners were taken to St. Andrew's  

Trillion Trophy Stadium to watch Birmingham City FC play Reading.  

It was an exciting match with Birmingham City beating Reading 2:1. 

 
 

 

 

Young Geographers Photography Competition 

P.E. Poster Competition  

mailto:gregory.caines@harborneacademy.co.uk


       

 

 

A massive Thank you to all staff involved in organising the delivering the PSHE day. There was fabulous music, 

Year 11 interviews and special guests.  

 

PSHE Day - 19th October 2018 



       

 

 

Our new enrichment programme continues after half term. Further clubs will follow: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday 15th and 22nd October, all Year 11 students enjoyed a special class on world travel and coral reefs 

as part of their GCSE Geography ecosystems unit. 

 

The sessions were led by Omar Elwassi, a former student of Mr Caines, world traveller, qualified diver and  

Geography graduate. Students commented on how inspiring the session was and how it opened up their minds 

on the endless opportunities they will have once they complete their education. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Enrichment Clubs 

Year 11 Geography  

Badminton club 



       

 

 

The month of October is Black History Month and Harborne Academy has had a number of wonderful  

activities and events that have been both informative and celebratory.  

Each week, students have had assemblies delivered discussing why Black History Month exists; Black History 

across the globe and Birmingham’s Black History.  

 

Reading during form time has enabled students to learn about black achievement, both in Britain and around 

the world; Birmingham’s world famous micro-sculptor, Willard Wigan; and the contribution of black men and 

women to the armed services and past conflicts. 

 

The highlight of the month must surely have been our PSHE Day on 19th October. We were privileged to  

receive a visit from the author, Patrice Lawrence – one of the 14 authors on this year’s official Black History 

Month posters. Patrice talked about life growing up, along with her inspirations and what it takes to become a 

professional author, before answering students’ questions. Year 7 and 8 students were treated to  

performances by the band, Kioko, starring our very own Mr Haughton. A band that has recently supported 

UB40 at the Royal Albert Hall, they were superb and had everyone on their feet. Throughout the day,  

students also had the opportunity to study Empire Windrush, black achievement and an introduction to  

American Civil Rights. Years 7 and 8 hosted their own assembly at which students and staff were able to listen 

to poetry readings, including one chosen and read by Patrice Lawrence;  the Harborne Academy Gospel  

Choir; the Years 7 and 8 Choir; and a magnificent, full recitation of Dr Martin Luther King’s ‘I Have A Dream’ 

speech by Thomas Curwen. A memorable day for all! 

 

Still to come, on Friday 26th October, our Year 7 students will enjoy a performance of Big Brum Theatre’s 

‘Worlds Apart Together’, a play that tells the story of a black soldier returning from action in the First World 

War. It will be performed at an apt time, bringing to a close our Black History Month events, but also helping 

us to begin to look forward to commemorating Remembrance and reflect on the huge sacrifices of men and 

women from across the globe made for future generations.  

 

Well done to the winners of Black History month competition. Over 100 students had a go at the quiz with  

25 students achieving 100%! Each student that achieved 100% won a bag of sweets or chocolates. 

The overall winner, chosen out of a hat won 3 tickets to watch the Wizard of Oz at the Birmingham  

Repertory Theatre in January 2019. 

 

 

Black History Month- October 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

European Day of Languages– 26th September 

The staff and students at Harborne Academy enjoyed a special non-uniform day to celebrate the  

European Day of languages. This day aims to promote the rich linguistic diversity we have at Harborne 

Academy and raise awareness of the importance of lifelong language learning for everyone.  

There were prizes for the best traditional outfit and it was amazing to see so many students and staff  

embracing their culture! 

              Mrs. Suana 

                Head of MFL 

 

 



 

 

 

Year 10 had their first fixture of the new season against  

Shenley Academy. The boys made a good start and could  

have been 1-0 up after a couple of minutes. Unfortunately,  

we all committed on our next break and got caught down  

the right and Shenley scored. Shortly after they got a  

second as we were attacking, they had a fast break and  

made it 2-0. 

We started well in the second half and our new boy  

Hannibal scored to make it 2-1. As we pushed forward  

they caught us on the break again to make it 3-1. Hannibal  
scored another go to make it 3-2 and Jonathan, who came on at half time saved a penalty and number of 

good saves. As we were pushing for an equaliser, Shenley scores 2 quick goals to make the final score 5-2. 

An improvement on last year but still some work to do. Men of the match: Hannibal (2 goals)  

Jonathan (penalty save) Well played boys! 

 

 

 

Sports News 

P.E. Extra Curricular Time Table 

Day Breakfast 

 07:50-08:25 

Lunch 

 13:25-13:50  

After School 

 15:00-16:00 

Mon. 

  AOY-Years 7-11  

Volleyball 

  

CTE-Years 9-13 Gym 

EPK-Year 7 Boxfit 16:00pm-16:45pm 

  

CTE / DCR / AOY-BTEC Support  

(16:00-17:00) 

Tue.       

Wed. 

  

DCR-Year 7-9 

Table Tennis 

DCR-Year 9 Football AOY-Year 7-11 Trampoline  

(15:15-16:00) 

  

CTE-Year 10 Football 

Thu. 

AOY-Sports 

Studies  

Trampoline 

DCR-Year 9 Sports 

Studies Gym 

DCR-Year 7+8 Football 

  

EPK- Year 9 Girls Gym 

  

CTE-Girls Basketball (all years) 

Fri. 
  CTE-Year 7-11  

Badminton 

  

The Year 9 boys football team played a fixture against Kings  

Heath Boys School. Unfortunately they lost 5-1 but the team really  

enjoyed themselves and are ready for the next game'.  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

National Poetry Day - 4th October 2018 

 
Harborne staff and students celebrated  National 

Poetry Day in October with a number of  
wonderful activities. The week started with staff 

sharing favourite poems, from Ms Barrett’s ‘Ning 

Nang Nong’, by Spike Milligan, to Mr Keenan’s 

excellent recital of ‘Happy The Man’ by John  

Dryden. Staff also displayed them across the  

atrium. 
Throughout the week, students were writing 

their own poems during form time and displayed 

them in the atrium. On National Poetry Day  
itself, there was a poetry search competition, 

whereby students had to crack the poetry code 

by finding the extracts from the poem, ‘IF’, by 

Rudyard Kipling. The highlight of the day was the 

popular ‘Poets’ Corner’ held throughout 

lunchtime, which allowed students to read out a 

poem to an audience. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Matt Windle visit-National Poetry Day 

 

 
 

 

On Wednesday 3rd October, to celebrate National Poetry Day, Year 7 students had the opportunity to 

work with Birmingham Young Person’s Laureate, Matt Windle. He has performed spoken word/slam  

poetry since 2007. The day started with a fantastic assembly followed by Matt working with each set,  

encouraging students to write in couplets. The students learnt that poetry can be for everybody and should 

be celebrated! The day was a great success and we’re hoping for a return visit by Matt again next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Such is the growing interest and profile of poetry at Harborne, we have decided to create the posts of Poet 

Laureates for Year 7. Students had to apply by writing a poem explaining what Harborne Academy means 

to them. Prizes were given to the winners: Ecaterina Dima and Leon Cumberbatch and their poems are 

published on the next page.   

 

            Mr. A. Farrell 

           Head of English Plus 

Year 7 Poet Laureates 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Year 7 Poet Laureates 

      Alter Ego Poem 
 

Two ugly twins side by side, 
Misanthropic, their mother died. 
Fifteen years they’ve had enough, 
Hating all their life was tough. 
Father rose up from his chair, 
Staring with a spiteful glare. 

Science near him day and night, 
He always gets the answers right. 

Ideas racing through his mind, 
“That’s it!” he finally cried. 

Speaking with Hoi and Polloi, 
He leapt out with endless joy. 

As worry became a painful stress, 
He started to fret and second guess. 

As the test went swiftly by, 
He fell facing towards the sky. 
Waking up from his slumber, 

He gazed at his daughters’ clumber. 
As he was full of jealousy,  
He ran away with ecstasy. 

The twins not expecting to be pretty. 
Walked across the unknown city. 

With looks and stares and all those glares, 
They ran away with glamour and flair... 

 

By Aliyah Hussain, Dlin Piroz and 

Ecaterina Dima(7R) 

            Harborne Academy 
 

 

Harborne Academy means to me, 
Having fun and being free. 

Teachers kind and proud to be 
Part of the Harborne Family. 

Happiness is like an amazing prize 
Reaching up above the skies, 

Educating children for their future, 
No matter their skin tone or their culture. 
Learning rights and religious education,  

Looking at science and condensation, 
Aspire, Believe and Achieve 

Are what all the teachers deeply believe. 
Pushing us to the boundaries,  

Helping our dreams become realities. 
 

        By Ecaterina Dima (7R) 

What Harborne Academy  
means to me 

 
This is what HA means to me, 

After Science class we finish R.E. 
When I go outside, I play a game of Tag, 

Then I put my school shoes in my armour bag. 
Then we do with Mr. Samra Math Whizz, 

Adding, subtracting, it is the bizz. 
Then it’s our lunchtime at one twenty, 

Are there any burgers left? Oooh there’s plenty! 
The Skills Book 1 is our homework, 

Finally I finished, I pull a little smirk. 
For the very last lesson we do English Plus, 
At the end of the day, I catch the first bus. 

 

    By Leon Cumberbatch (7C) 
 

Such is the growing interest and profile of poetry at Harborne, we have decided to create the posts of 

Poet Laureates for Year 7. Students had to apply by writing a poem explaining what Harborne Academy 

means to them. Prizes were given to the winners: Ecaterina Dima and Leon Cumberbatch. 



       

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

What to do if you are late? 

 

 If you are late for school & you enter via the exit near the maths corridor, you MUST go & get a mark 

from your Form Tutor - even if the bell is about to go. This is vital so that we know exactly who is in 

the building in the event of a fire. 

 If you arrive after 9 am, please sign in at Reception. 

Lost Property 

 

 False nails and nail extensions - this ban will be enforced from after half term  

     (Monday, November 5th 2018), giving ample time for students who are currently wearing false nails to   

     have them removed.  

 Facial and multiple ear piercings - students should wear one set of small stud earrings only.  

 Metal combs - if students bring in metal combs they will be confiscated until their parent/carer can  

     collect them. 

Banned Items 

 

 There is a large amount of lost property currently being held. If you have lost  

  anything since the start of this school year, please see Mrs Smith in the library  

  either before/after school or during break/lunchtimes. Unclaimed lost property  

  will be disposed of at the end of each half term. 

Lunch time Comfort Zone 

 

This is a space for students to sit quietly or play a board game at Lunch time. The Comfort Zone is open 

every lunchtime in Room 140. 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Dates for your diary 

  

29th October-2nd November  Half Term 

  

5th November  Students return back after half term 

  

5th November- 10am-1.00pm Anti Bullying group to Edgbaston Cricket Ground 

  

7th November- afterschool Year 8 boys Football vs St. Georges School 

  

8th November- 1.30pm Debate Mate students to Birmingham University 

  

13th November Physics in Action trip to Warwick University  

  

22nd November- 5.30pm-6.30pm Former Year 11 Awards Evening 

  

23rd November Teacher Training Day- Academy closed to all students 

except Year 11 

  

17th December- 3.30pm Year 11 (Set 5) Christmas Carol Production 

  

18th December– 5pm-6pm Pastoral Christmas Concert 

  

20th December- 2pm-4pm Christmas Fair 

  

21st December Last day of Autumn Term 

  

7th January 2019 Spring Term starts 

  

9th January 2019- 5.30pm-7.30pm Year 11 Parents Evening 

  

1st February 2019 Teacher Training Day- Academy closed to pupils 


