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This has been a very different term for both staff and  students. All year 
groups have had to spend time out of the Academy in self isolation and 

many staff have had to do the same. This has meant coming to grips with 
both teaching and learning from home, I am so impressed by the way staff 

and students have adapted to this. A huge well done!! 

 

The term has been full of uncertainty and unpredictability. Many activities 
have been reorganised or cancelled in order to maintain the highest level of 
safety and  protection for both staff and students. We are sorry that we have 

not been able to meet parents at our transition, options and parent’s           
evenings, we have really missed meeting you! 

 

However, despite the restrictions in school we have tried wherever possible 
to give a sense of normality to your child. I have thoroughly enjoyed my term 
here at the Academy. I am incredibly proud of all the staff and every student 
and it is a privilege to serve this community as Interim Executive Lead and I 

look forward to doing so in the future. 

 

I would like to wish you and your families a safe and  happy Christmas break 
and look forward to welcoming our students back on Tuesday, January 5, 

2021. 

Message from S Woodward 



Remembrance  

At  

Harborne Academy  

Once again, Harborne Academy marked Remembrance and Armistice Day 
with a number of initiative. 

Mr Fortune produced an assembly and an article for the Form Time               
Reading booklet for all students explaining the importance of                                    

Remembrance.  
On Armistice Day, the Atrium was adorned with poppies as Years 7, 9 and 

10 students gathered to immaculately observe two minutes’ silence.          
A number of students recited poems relating to remembrance and impact 

of war.  



Remembrance  

At  

Harborne Academy  

Poems recited were: 
 

My Boy Jack by Rudyard Kipling, recited by Aliyah Hussain    

1914 by Phillip Larkin, recited by William Brown  

 

Last Post by Carole Ann Duffy, recited by Andreja Lelliugaite 

 

For the Fallen by Lawrence Binyon, recited by Harold Luzinda, Na’Reishae 
Clark-Gayle, Taj Al Deen Abbarra, Riann Robinson-Carey, Isaac Christian 

and Sarah Khaladkar 

 

Perhaps by Vera Brittain, recited by Andreja Lelliugaite  
 

Congratulations to all of the students involved for their hard work learning 
the poems by heart, but also reciting them in front of such a large audience. 

They made the event poignant and memorable. 
 



Once again, students from across the 

Academy were able to get involved in  

creative activities in the week leading up 

to Autumn half term holiday. The                      

inevitable disruptions caused by Covid-19 

meant that we needed to be ‘creative’ in 

order to ensure the whole school                   

community was able to get involved. 

Much of this year’s event was themed 

around the work of Vincent Van Gogh. As 

featured in the last newsletter,                   

throughout the week, students from 

Years 7-10 had the opportunity to attend 

the brilliant ‘Van Gogh Alive’ at the                

Birmingham Hippodrome, along with a 

few lucky members of staff! This tied in 

with the Form Time Reading and                        

assembly for the week, both produced by 

Mrs Dhillon, which related to Van Gogh’s 

life and the importance of art to our lives. 

 



Following the visit to VGA, some students have engaged in a digital art                

workshop. Although disrupted by Covid, we still received some stunning 

work from our talented students which will now be digitalised for an art                

installation and entered into a competition. Thank you to all of the students 

who submitted work.   

One of the highlights of the week was the wonderful Van Gogh style mural, 

inspired by the artist’s Starry Night, produced by three Year 8 students. The 

girls - Mariam Khalil, Dami Ryu and Uljana Dolinovskaja – inspired everyone, 

not just by their artistic abilities, but also by how they worked. Completely 

independently and in the space of just 4 hours, the girls’ beautiful work of 

art was then adorned by three-dimensional sunflowers produced by Yr 7  

students during their DT lessons. The mural has given pleasure to the whole 

community over the last half term. Well done girls! 



During lunchtimes, Ms Malpass worked with Year 7 students to teach them 

the Victorian art of ‘rag-rugging’. Rag-rugging is a great way of taking               

left-over scraps of fabric and putting them to good use. Scraps are woven 

through a hessian backing using special tools to make items such as rugs, 

artworks, or, in the case of our Year 7s, a Christmas wreath.  

The whole school community was also able to be involved with our                

installation in the style of the sculptor, Antony Gormley.  

Using Gormley’s awe-inspiring installation, ‘Fields of the British Isles’ for               

inspiration, students had the chance to make clay figures that were then 

brought together to create a mass of characters marching purposefully             

towards a diorama of Harborne Academy, kindly produced by Mr Jones. 

‘Marching purposefully’? Art imitating life indeed! It’s fair to say that many 

of the students found working with clay challenging, but it was all great fun 

and something we’ll be looking to repeat next year. 



As with last year, a number of students from 

all year groups were lucky enough to be           

chosen to have caricatures drawn of them by 

the artist, ‘The Arty One’. Once all of the            

students had gone home and were safely out 

of sight, Mr Fortune was spotted having his 

own portrait drawn. Despite being proud of 

the outcome and quick to show the rest of 

the staff, he has been under strict instructions 

to keep it hidden from public view. That said, 

we feel it would be selfish of us not to give 

you all the opportunity to judge whether The 

Arty One captured a good likeness!  

Do you have any ideas for a large scale art 

work that could be incorporated into next 

year’s festival? Perhaps you’d like to support 

an activity yourself?  If so, please get in touch 

with Mr Farrell. 



In October, after six long months, Birmingham Hippodrome opened its doors 
to the public once again for the UK premiere of Van Gogh Alive. This              

immersive exhibition digitally showcases the very best of the much-loved 
artists work, accompanied by a stunning score, creating a truly up close and 

personal experience. 

Our Learning and Participation Team have been working away behind the 
scenes to produce a fantastic project to run alongside the experience – 

the Van Gough Alive Ed. This package invited schools to not only visit the      
exhibition, but receive a pre-recorded digital introduction, digital ‘have a go’ 
tutorials, a visual arts workshop in school with a professional artist and the 

opportunity to submit their students’ artwork to a digital exhibition. 

We caught up with school, Harborne Academy, which saw over 50 students 
and staff visit the exhibition in October. 

 



What did the teachers think? 

We spoke with Mandeep Dhillon, Art teacher at Harborne Academy:         
For those considering visiting, how would you describe Van Gogh Alive? 

Amazing! There is so much going on at the same time, the music, the          
images; it really is a play on the senses. A whirlwind of images flash around 
the auditorium, making your eyes dance around the room. The music is so 

closely connected and perfect for the images. It’s very emotional. 

How did it benefit your pupils?                                                                            
The group that I took were studying Van Gogh so I was able to link to their 
studies. The students were able to see the images oversized therefore they 

could see the richness of each individual brushstroke. 

Has Van Gogh Alive prompted any further work in school                           
The exhibition itself came at a great time as we were actually looking at Van 

Gogh as a whole school through enrichment. This tied in nicely with what 
we were already doing. The best bit about it was that due to what we had 
done in school, the students were familiar with some of the images that 

they saw and were able to discuss the work in depth. 



What did the pupils think? 
We spoke with some of the Year 9 students at Harborne Academy who           

visited Van Gogh Alive: 
 

How did the experience compare to a traditional gallery? 
Aliyah: In a gallery, usually the only words are captions or the titles of the 
artwork. The fact there were screens linking with Van Gogh’s own words 

with his artwork gave a wider perspective of the artist himself. 
Amir: Everyone got “lost” in the art at different times and you fell into a 
world of your own. I think because it was digital it also appealed to our 

generation as well. 
Andreja: You weren’t restricted in the same way that you might be in a            
traditional gallery – you could choose where you wanted to be in the 

space. 
Aliyah: It was far more memorable than seeing a piece of art on a wall in a 

frame. 
Did the experience give you a new understanding of Van Gogh? 

William: You could definitely relate to him more, both as a person and an 
artist 

Andreja: We learnt more about him as a person whilst seeing his work, 
which made the art more meaningful. 

Aliyah: You see his work progress and as you look around you become            
almost overwhelmed by his life and experiences. 

Ilham: The music set the tone and allowed the audience to envision               
various points of his life and how he might have been feeling. 

What was it like to return to Birmingham Hippodrome after its closure 
due to COVID-19? 

Amir: It was like seeing the building with a new set of eyes! 
Ilham: It was refreshing to see the building being used in a different way. 

Andreja: They made sure that it was a really creative experience. 



Guess Who! 



Manga character drawings for HArtborne 

For a HArtborne project, a group of Year 10 students with an interest in 

Japanese comic art (manga) came together to discuss their interest and 

have a go at the art style themselves! 



iMedia – R088 module 

Wednesday 13th January (pm) 

Sports Studies - contemporary    
issues in sport 

Monday 11th Jan (am) 
 



 

Business  

Wednesday 3rd February  

Health and Social Care  

Friday 5th February  



Academy News 

Parent Governor Elections 2021 

Are you interested in becoming a Parent Governor at the             
Academy?   

Would you like to find out more information? 

If so, please contact Catherine Bennett (Company Secretary)  

A vacancy has arisen on the Governing Body for a Parent Governor.   
 

The Governing Body is responsible for the conduct of the Academy and for                     
promoting high standards in performance.  It carries out its role by setting the 

Academy’s vision for and then ensuring that the Academy works efficiently and 
effectively towards achieving its vision.  

 
It is made up of the Head Teacher, governors appointed by the Academy’s Sponsor 

(Birmingham Metropolitan College), a parent governor, a staff governor and                 
governors from the local and business community. 

 
You do not have to be an expert in the field of education. What you do need is an 

interest in the Academy, in the welfare of all of our pupils and the time and             
willingness to get involved.  You also need the ability to be able to build                    

relationships with a range of people, to be able to work as part of a team, to be 
able to question and to make connections between different types of information.   

 
It is an extremely rewarding role that can assist with your own personal                     

development and you can be part of something that truly makes a difference to 
lives of our young people. 

 
If you would like more information, please contact Catherine Bennett on 0121 464 

2737 or by email: governance@harborneacademy.co.uk 

mailto:governance@harborneacademy.co.uk


Items Banned for Safeguarding Reasons 



Dear Parents and Carers  
 

Appointment of New Head Teacher of Harborne Academy 
 

On behalf of the Academy Governing Body, I am delighted to announce that Mrs Sarah Ross                
(the current Deputy Head Teacher) has been appointed as the new Head Teacher of Harborne                

Academy. 
 

The Head Teacher recruitment process took place over a number of weeks resulting in 17 applications 
and 6 shortlisted candidates who undertook two action packed days of interviews and assessments 

with staff, students, governors and sponsor representatives. 
 

Mrs Ross brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to the role, spending a number of years in    
leadership positions including almost four years as Deputy Head Teacher at the Academy.  She is               

supported by an extremely able Senior Leadership Team and I have no doubt that she will continue to 
lead the Academy on its journey to excellence.  Her drive to ensure that every student is safe and 

achieving their best in unquestionable. 
 

Some of you may be aware that Mrs Ross is commencing maternity leave in January 2021.  Sue             
Woodward (the current Interim Executive Lead) has agreed to remain in post during Mrs Ross’              

absence.  Many thanks to Ms Woodward for the support that she has provided to the Academy at this 
time.  It is anticipated that Mrs Ross will be absent until around the Spring after which time she will 

gradually return to the Academy and will commence her full time role as Head Teacher from July 
2021.  

On behalf of the Governors, I would like to congratulate Mrs Ross on her appointment and wish her 
the very best on her new arrival.   

 
May I also take this opportunity to thank Ms Woodward, the Senior Leadership Team and all of the 

staff and students who participated in the Head Teacher recruitment process.  Your contribution was 
invaluable. 

Further, I would like to thank all of the students and the staff for their continued resilience, hard work 
and commitment during this challenging term and wish them a relaxing break.   

 
Finally thank you to you our parents and carers for your support and patience with the challenges that 

Covid has presented.  Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and all the best for the New Year. 
 

With best wishes. 
 

Anthony Dennant 
Chair of Governors 



Congratulations to Mrs Ross 

In your new role as Head Teacher at Harborne Academy  

And  

Best Wishes to Mrs Ross who will be welcoming a new member 

to the family in January! 

 



A massive thank you to all the 

staff for your hard work!  

Have a very Merry Christmas 

and a  Happy New Year! 


