
       

 

Message from Mrs Elbaz - Head Teacher 

 
 
 

As we head toward Christmas and enter the festive season, I would like to share with you 

some of the highlights from a very productive Autumn term here at Harborne Academy.  

 

2017 has been very memorable for us as it produced the best results in the history of the 

Academy. Students, staff and parents deserve great credit for these results which reflect 

their commitment and determination to succeed and we look forward to building on these 

achievements year after year. 

 

I would also like to thank our staff for all of their hard work in helping to raise standards 

and ensure that our students are prepared, not just for exams, but for life as well-rounded 

members of society.  

 

This newsletter gives you a flavour of just some of the things we have been involved with 

over the Autumn term.  

 

Thank you for all your support this term and in helping make Harborne Academy such an 

exceptional aspirational, inclusive learning community in the heart of Birmingham. 

 

I wish you and your family a peaceful and relaxing festive holiday. We look forward to  

welcoming our students back to Harborne Academy on Monday, 8th January 2018.  



       

 

Reminders 

 

Please note: 

 

 Entry fee- 50p. 

 
 The Fayre will take place in the canteen, atrium, sports hall and main hall. Please 

ensure that your child has plenty of change as there will be lots of different stalls, 

games, raffle etc.  

 

 If your child is not attending the fayre, he/she will be dismissed at 3.00pm.  

       

 
 



 

 

 

 

Awards Ceremony~ 23rd November 2017 
 

 
The many achievements of Harborne Academy’s former Year 11 students 

were celebrated in superb style on Thursday 23rd November. The night  
reflected the many academic and personal accomplishments of our former 

students witnessed by an audience of proud staff and important guests  
including Mr Tony Dennant, Chair of Governors, and other members of our 

Governing Body.   

 

Prizes included £15 Gift card vouchers, certificates and trophies.  



 

 

 

HARBORNE ACADEMY 

SIXTH FORM  

OPEN EVENING 

TUESDAY  

23rd JANUARY 2018 

4.30pm-6.30pm 

“Progress, destinations and work experience for vocational students in the Sixth Form are very strong. Students are very 

positive about their time in the sixth form. They have good relationships with their teachers and their teachers are al-

ways available when they need extra help. Their lessons are stimulating and enable them to make good progress.” 

            OFSTED 2017 

 

 100% of current Sixth Form students will  

      recommend Harborne Academy 

 100% BTEC Pass rate 

 Average Grade: Distinction* 

 100% of our students progress to University 

 

STAND OUT, SPECIALISE & SUCCEED AT HARBORNE ACADEMY SIXTH FORM 
 

For further details contact Mr. Mahmood on sixthform@harborneacademy.co.uk. 

 Prospectus & application form available on our website  

www.harborneacademy.co.uk/sixth-form 

The first of its kind to open in Birmingham,  

Harborne Academy’s Sixth Form offers a  
science-based curriculum to support the growing 

demand for careers in the medical and healthcare 

professions. With support from our sponsors,  
Birmingham Metropolitan College, and unique links 

with local universities and hospitals, we provide a 

study programme involving healthcare profession 

work experience and volunteering.   

   “Exceptional learning for exceptional students”  

We offer 
 

 BTEC Level 3 Health &  Social 

Care 

 BTEC Level 3 Applied Science 

 BTEC Level 3 Sport 

 BTEC Level 3 Business Studies 



 

 

 

Term time leave  
 

We require parents to observe the term times of the Academy. Any requests for leave during term 

time must be made in writing to the Head teacher. Any requests for leave during term time will be  
considered on an individual basis and the student’s attendance record will be taken into account. If a 

child is taken out of school without the Head Teacher’s authorisation, it will be recorded as  

unauthorised absence. This may lead to the issuing of a penalty notice and legal action being taken. 
 

If you have any queries, please contact the attendance officer, Mrs Conlon via email  

enquiry@harborneacademy.co.uk. 

Important information & reminders 

 

Cleaning Supervisor Vacancy  
 

Solo Service Group are currently looking to recruit a CLEANING SUPERVISOR to manage a small team 

of cleaners on site at Harborne Academy. The Supervisor will be required to work Monday to Friday 

from 6am-9am. Interested? Please contact Ruby Butler, Contract Manager on 07387 020337 for further 

details/full job description.  
 

Please note that you will be employed directly by Solo Service Group and  

not by Harborne Academy.  
 

 

Change of contact details 

 
It is absolutely vital that we have the updated contact details for your child in case of an emergency. 

Our staff will also use your contact details should they need to discuss any aspect of your child’s    

learning and any problems they may be having both inside and outside of class. You can update your 

contact details either by sending an email to enquiry@harborneacademy.co.uk or filling in a change 

of details form available in main reception. Please note the Academy will not accept change of address  

notification via telephone or any email address that has not been previously identified as your own.  

 

Free School meals  
 

It is important that parents whose children are entitled to Free School Meals apply for them, whether 

they are taken or not. This is because Academy funding and student achievement scores are influenced 

by Free School Meal data. Children are entitled to Free School Meals if their parents are in receipt of: 

Income Support, Income Based Jobseekers Allowance, Child Tax Credit, Guaranteed Pension Credit, 

Employment and Support Allowance (Income Related) or if they are Asylum Seekers.  

To check if you are eligible please log on to the Academy’s website. 
 

If you have any problems logging in, please contact the Academy and a member of the Office team will 

be happy to help. 

 

Receptionist Vacancy  
 

Harborne Academy are looking to recruit a full time Receptionist in the new year. Please contact  

Mrs Khatkar at 01214642737 extension 1005  for further details.  
 

Closing date - Wednesday, 10th January 2018 



 

Term dates  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our Year 7s have been celebrating taking receipt of new reading books they’ve chosen, as part of the Book 

Buzz initiative. Good reading skills are essential to every student’s success, not just in English, but across the 

curriculum. Underpinning this is developing a love of reading. Each day in English Plus lessons, all students 

read for pleasure. They are also asked to read each night, preferably with an adult, as part of their  
homework. In order to encourage our pupils, we have decided to participate in this initiative, to ensure they 

all have access to quality, appropriate texts. At some point in the future, we’ll be asking students to bring 

their books into school, to take part in a book swap – details to follow.  

 

Spring Term 2018 
 

Term starts : Monday 8th January 

Half term : Monday 19th February 2018 - Friday 23rd February 2018 

School re-opens : Monday 26th February 2018 

Term ends : Thursday 29th March 2018 

Summer Term 2018 
 

Term starts : Monday 16th April 2018 

Half term : Monday 28th May 2018 - Friday 1st June 2018 

School re-opens : Monday 4th June 2018 

Term ends : Friday 20th July 2018 

Teacher Training Days : 23rd & 24th July 2018- Academy closed to students 



 

Diana Princess Trust  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Diana Princess Trust has been working with selected students from across Years 8, 9 and 10.  
Sessions have been led by a designated charity member and multiple organisations and agencies from 

across Birmingham. The purpose of these sessions is to engage students with a community project that 

they feel will enhance their local area. Pupils are also planning for the future, by researching life beyond 

school and making some links with local companies. This has inspired our students to think about what it 

means to be good citizen and how being successful at school can help provide employment opportunities, 

in desired jobs, once they complete their studies at Harborne Academy. 
 

During January 2018, the group will be starting their community project. Watch this space! 
 

Miss Malpass - Year 7 Progress/Transition Leader 

 

Year 7 Black Country Living Museum visit 
 

Year 7 pupils recently enjoyed a fascinating day at the Black Country Living Museum. As part of their  
current scheme of work, students are learning about the Industrial Revolution and the huge changes that 

took place during this important period in British history. A key aspect of this is gaining a contextual  
understanding of the Literature they’re studying: William Blake’s poem, ‘The Chimney Sweeper’ and 

Charles Dickens’s ‘A Christmas Carol’. 

 
While on their visit, students were able to see first-hand how people once lived and worked, observing 

nail and chain-making demonstrations before descending deeply into a coal mine. They were also at the 

mercy of the School Master in the Victorian school room; however, parents will be pleased to know that 

pupils’ recitation of the multiplication tables was perfect! Of course, a visit to the Black Country Living 

Museum is never fully complete without a visit to Hobbs’s famous fish and chip shop. Delicious! 
 

Mr Farrell - Head of English Plus 



 

          Harborne Academy in the 

 

 

Nethaniel Hancox Year 9  

student at Harborne  

Academy took part in a  

remembrance parade in  

Birmingham on  

12th November, 2017. 

 

Harborne Academy has been raising funds for Charity Shelter which helps the 

homeless in Birmingham. Our Christmas Jumper day on 15th December, 

raised a fabulous £110. 

 

 

Further Fund Raising events 
 

 Thursday, 21st December - Non-uniform day - 50p contribution 

 Thursday, 21st December - Christmas Fayre - 50p entry fee- Please ensure 

that your child/children have some change with them. It promises to be a 

great event with lots of gifts to buy, crafts, stalls, games, raffle, tombola and 

many more!  



 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On Thursday 14th December, Harborne Academy held a Careers Market. The Careers Market is an 

event when colleges, employers and training providers give students the chance to learn more about 

what opportunities are available to them Post 16. 

 

It was an excellent opportunity for our students to ask questions and explore different ideas for  
themselves. It was a very successful day with our students breaking record numbers signing up to 

the  National Citizen Service and various providers.  Feedback regarding our students was very positive 

and all visitors said they will return for next years event.  

 

Emma Corbett - Student Mentor  

 

Careers Fayre ~ Thursday 14th December 

On Monday 16th and Tuesday 17th October Liam Crowley, a  
postgraduate researcher working in the Birmingham Institute of Forest 

Research led session to the Year 11 Geographers on The Peruvian  
tropical rainforest.  These sessions were enjoyable and informative and 

provided the students with detailed notes which they will be able to 

use in their GCSE exam. 

Humanities news 

On Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd January, the Year 11 geographers will be visiting the School of  

Geography Earth and Environmental Sciences at Birmingham University where they will experience a  
lecture, delivered by Dr Sugden. Dr Sugden has spent time working in Ethiopia on development projects. 

The Year 11’s need to study Ethiopia as a case study so this lecture will be valuable. 

Upcoming events - Humanities 

Saturday sessions in January will be run by the geography department in partnership with the (RGS) Royal 

Geographical Societies ambassadors who have agreed to come into school to support our students in  

developing their Geographical Skills which carry many marks in their GCSE. 



Supporting patients at QEHB this Christmas 

 

Christmas Concert ~ Monday 18th December  

Harborne Academy’s choir have been spreading Christmas cheer all around by singing carols. 

They sang at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital raising money this Christmas for patients. The  

audience were delighted to see young people showcased and found the songs very  

uplifting.  

 

The choir also sang at Sunrise Living, a care home in Edgbaston. It was a magical morning, bringing 

the young and old generations together.   

Our Christmas concert was a great time of inspiration & celebration. Students shined in a performance 

packed evening with performances from every year in the Academy. They ranged from rapping, Ukelele 

group to traditional carol singing. A huge thank you to Miss Massey, Miss Malpass, Miss Ross and  

Mr Osborne for helping to pull the evening together. Well done to all the choristers! 

 

Miss Bonner - Music Teacher 

 



 

 

Belgium Literature tour~ 27th-30th October 2017 
 

During the October half term holiday, Mr Farrell escorted Josh Milke, Year 8 and Ignacio Camino Gonzalez, Year 7, 

on the inaugural Government sponsored Battlefields Literature Tour of Belgium. The boys joined schools from across 

the country to learn more about the First World War and its related Literature.  

                

While on guided tours of key battlefields and cemeteries, students studied the experiences and writing of, amongst 

others John McCrae, Noel Hodgson, Roland Leighton, Vera Brittain, Wilfred Owen and Siegfried Sassoon. For one of 

the days, they were joined by Alison Rode, the British Ambassador to Belgium who listened to students deliver  

readings and participate in discussions relating to the Literature being studied. 

 
The party had the opportunity to visit some very special places, including the Passchendaele Memorial Museum, Tal-

bot House, the Death Cells at Poperinge and finally received a rare viewing of the Zonnebeke dugout. 
 

The trip was made unique by three particularly special experiences: All members of the tour party made their  

contribution to ‘Coming World Remember’; a huge art installation which commemorates over 600 000 people who 

died on Belgium soil.  There was a visit to see a performance of R.C. Sherriff’s ‘A Journey’s End’, held in the Ypres 

ammunition store. Finally, Josh and Ignacio had the privilege of participating in The Last Post Ceremony at the Menin 

Gate, Ypres.  
 

The boys were commended for their conduct throughout the visit, demonstrating outstanding historical knowledge 

and making superb contributions to discussions.  They also won the History Quiz! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Josh, reading from Siegfried Sassoon’s 

diary, an extract relating to the death 

of his friend, D. C. Thomas 

The set of R.C. Sherriff’s  

‘Journey’s End’, Ypres 

Coming World Remember Art  

Installation 

‘The Menin Gate Last Post 

Ceremony’ 



 
 

Dates for your diary 

2017-18 
 

21st December - Non-uniform day 
 

22nd December - Christmas holidays begin 
 

2018-19 
 

8th January- Academy opens to students - Spring Term starts 
 

11th January- Year 11/13 Parents Evening 3.45pm-6.30pm 
 

18th January- Year 10/12 Parents Evening 3.45pm-6.30pm 
 

23rd January- Sixth Form Open Evening 4.30pm-7.30pm 
 

23rd January- Year 7 Showcase Evening 4.30pm-7.30pm 
 

19th February-23rd February- Half term 
 

26th February- Academy opens after half term 
 

21st March- Year 8 Options Evening & Parents Evening 3.45pm-7.00pm 
 

29th March- Spring term ends  
 

30th March-13th April- Easter holidays 
 

16th April - Summer term starts  
 

10th May- Year 9 Parents Evening 3.45pm-6.30pm 
 

28th May-1st June - Half term 
 

28th June- Year 7 Parents Evening 3.45pm-6.30pm 
 

20th July- Summer term ends 
 

23rd & 24th July- Teacher training days - Academy closed to students 


