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                                      3rd April 2020 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We at Harborne Academy want to thank you for your continued support in these unprecedented 
times and hope that you and your families are staying safe and well.   
 
It was very emotional saying goodbye to our Year 11 students on March 20th 2020. It has been 
great to see them develop into lovely people, who have made me so proud. They have been 
excellent role models; their dedication, initiatives and leadership skills shows me that they will 
be successful in all they choose to do.  
 
We received further guidance from Ofqual today, on how our teacher assessments (classroom 
work and mock exams) will formulate this Year 11 cohort’s overall grade in each of their 
examined subjects and how teachers will need to rank students within each grade boundary. To 
read the documents please go to: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/how-gcses-as-a-levels-will-
be-awarded-in-summer-2020. 
 

Our online learning continues to be set via Show My Homework (SMHW). Both you and your 
child can access all of the work that has been set via the SMHW app or showmyhomework.co.uk. 
All students have login details and passwords for SMHW but if they have forgotten these details, 
they can still access it by contacting HAITservices@harborneacademy.co.uk. If students require 
any additional guidance on their work, they are able to message their teacher on there too. 
 
For those who cannot access SMHW, we have provided a pack of resources to support the 
education of our students. If your child needs more work posted, please contact us. We will 
endeavour to continue to support you and your child with their education. Our teachers are 
working hard to set work that enables students to continue to follow the curriculum in each 
subject area. At home, you can support this by encouraging your child to access the work that is 
being set and assist in learning routine to help them structure their day.   
 
We will not set work over the Easter holidays; our online learning through SMHW will commence 
the week beginning Monday 20th April 2020, and staff will respond at this point to any messages 
they may have received. You may want to encourage your child to read at home during this time. 
Project Gutenberg has a library of over 60,000 free eBooks. You can download them or read them 
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online. You will find the world's great literature there, with focus on older works for which 
copyright has expired.  
 
We realise that for many young people their screens will be their method of communicating with 
friends as well as completing work.  However, we would like to take the opportunity to remind 
families that it is crucial to monitor what their children are doing online and reinforce the basic 
messages of safety, kindness and privacy.  Our online safety page on the Harborne Academy 
website http://www.harborneacademy.co.uk/1898/online-safety contains numerous links, 
information and support for you and your child, to keep them safe online. This is regularly 
updated as new technology is created. There is also a facility to raise or report any concerns you 
have. If you are concerned about anything regarding your child’s safety, online or otherwise, 
please do not hesitate to contact us at safeguarding@harborneacademy.co.uk. 
 
Due to lack of demand from critical workers the Academy will be closed for the Easter holidays, 
however as we are in extraordinary times the Enquiry and Safeguarding inboxes will be checked 
every week day and we will endeavour to support you over this period. The Academy will open 
again to the children of critical workers and vulnerable children on Monday 20th April. We will be 
continuing with our new hours of 8.30am and 3.00pm. Please only send your child into the 
Academy if they have been coming in to date or you have spoken to a member of the Senior 
Leadership Team or the Safeguarding Team.  
 
As a school, we are trying to get used to our new working arrangements and I know you have 
had very little time to adjust to this yourselves. We hope that you have found the information 
shared on our website useful but if you have any concerns please do not hesitate to contact us 
on 0121 464 2737 or at enquiry@harborneacademy.co.uk. Please include your child’s full name, 
year group and the best number for us to contact you in any email correspondence. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

                       
 

Ms Elbaz                                                   Ms Ross 
Head Teacher                                          Deputy Head Teacher / Designated Safeguarding Lead 

S Ross 
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