
HARBORNE ACADEMY

EXCEPTIONAL PROVISION FOR EXCEPTIONAL LEARNERS





Ms J. ElbazMs S Woodward

The Academy is four form entry with 120 

students in each year group aged from 11-16. 

INTRODUCTION

Welcome to Harborne Academy.  We are a comprehensive 

educational community that is safe, welcoming, inclusive 

and diverse.  Our children bring a wealth of skills, abilities 

and talents to our school community.  We are committed to 

helping them achieve academic excellence and look to develop 

the “Whole Person” that is equipped and ready for life beyond 

school.

We hope you will find in this prospectus all the information 

that you need to inform your choices about your child’s future 

and will see what a marvellous offer we have for our students.

W: www.harborneacademy.co.uk

E: enquiry@harborneacademy.co.uk

Interim Executive Lead
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Student Age Range : 11-16



It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to Harborne Academy. I hope this prospectus 

will prove to be both informative and helpful as you start your educational journey with 

us and, indeed, as your child progresses through the Academy over the next five years. 

Choosing the right secondary school is one of the most important decisions in a young 

person’s life. The purpose of this guide is to walk you through the information you will 

need to ensure that we can work together successfully.

Harborne Academy is committed to academic excellence. Our staff place the learner at 

the heart of everything we do and develop them to achieve their dreams. We are an 

educational community that is calm, safe, welcoming, inclusive and in which diversity 

is celebrated. Students and staff at the Academy strive together for excellence, always 

looking to improve on their personal bests. Teaching at the Academy is progressive, 

inspirational and dynamic, creative and innovative, preparing our learners academically, 

and for a future beyond school.

WELCOME TO THE ACADEMY

Ms S Woodward
Interim Executive Lead

WELCOME TO THE ACADEMY
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Fostering a successful partnership between home and school helps learners to achieve their 

best. As parents or guardians we look forward to an enjoyable and fulfilling relationship with 

you in the coming years as we work closely together in pursuit of this goal. We trust that 

parents or guardians will engage fully with all aspects of Academy life and we welcome your 

comments and feedback.You do not need to wait until a parents’ evening as our doors are 

always open.

Following our most recent Ofsted Inspection (2017), Ofsted stated: “Pupils are 

overwhelmingly proud of their school”. While youngsters at the Academy added: “I love 

Harborne Academy. It is a school that allows you to learn in a fun, but educational way”. 

Another said: “New experiences, new opportunities – it’s all at Harborne Academy”.
 

We have high expectations of all, and we trust that the years your children spend at 

Harborne Academy will be happy, successful and memorable, and that they will leave us 

confident of making a difference in this world. We have a passion for learning and we want 

everyone to achieve their true potential.

Welcome to the Academy

Message from the Sponsor
Our Vision and Motto

Every Learner Matters

Year 7 English Plus

Key Stage 3 Years 7, 8 and 9
Key Stage 4 Years 10 and 11
(GCSE)

Pastoral

Special Educational Needs 
Provision for the more able
Enrichment Opportunities

Our Partners
Creative Partnerships
Partnerships with Parents

Breakfast Club

Homework

Uniform

Student rewards

Admissions

How to find us
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MESSAGE FROM THE SPONSOR

BMet is proud to sponsor Harborne Academy. Our approach to 

the Academy is to encourage high aspirations in students and 

provide an excellent education for them to thrive.We support 

innovation so that students can respond to a changing world, 

where it is vital they have the skills to succeed in all aspects 

of their lives.

We believe in a personalised approach, catering for each 

individual’s needs.  Our focus is on closing the gap between 

current and future skills requirements to improve the life 

chances of our students; working with the local schools to 

deliver a wide curriculum and playing a key role in the regional 

economy.

We are pleased to sponsor an inspiring learning environment 

for our students, which we also want families and the local 

community to be able to use for a wide range of activities. 

If you choose to send your child to Harborne Academy you 

can be confident they will receive the care and commitment 

necessary to feel at home and achieve their very best.

Cliff Hall

Principal and Chief Executive, Birmingham Metropolitan College
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Front: Could you include our motto at the bottom with a line like this below, please use the colours 
for the line and motto which match the font and pics on the front. 

 

Exceptional provision for exceptional learners 
 

Page 1- Needs page number  

5th Line- instead of academy put academic 

2nd column under Places available: 3rd line, capitalise Sixth Form 

 

Page 2- 1st line change prospects to prospectus- last word 

Please put a sub heading for Our vision and Our motto like a H and a line. This way they 
will stand out.  

At the end it should be Head Teacher not Headteacher 

 

Page 3- MESSAGE FROM THE SPONSOR     

BMet is proud to sponsor Harborne Academy.   

Our approach to the Academy is to encourage high aspirations in students and provide an excellent 
education for them to thrive.  We support innovation so that students can respond to a changing 
world, where it is vital they have the skills to succeed in all aspects of their lives. 

We believe in a personalised approach, catering for each individual’s needs.  Our focus is on closing 
the gap between current and future skills requirements to improve the life chances of our students; 
working with the local schools to deliver a wide curriculum and playing a key role in the regional 
economy. 

We are pleased to sponsor an inspiring learning environment for our students which we also want 
families and the local community to be able to use for a wide range of activities.  

If you choose to send your child to Harborne Academy you can be confident they will receive the 
care and commitment necessary to feel at home and achieve their very best. 

Andrew Cleaves 
Principal and Chief Executive, Birmingham Metropolitan College     
 

 

 

 

 

Lead learning to transform lives and enable communities.

Lead Learning:  We have a passion for learning and we 

  want everyone to achieve their true potential

Transform Lives:  Value everyone, every person matters and 

  we want them all to have a good quality 

  life at Harborne or beyond

Enable Communities: Commitment to community development 

  and successful community cohesion

Our vision:

Our motto: 

Exceptional provision for exceptional learners



EVERY LEARNER MATTERS
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EVERY LEARNER MATTERS

All of our students are supported and developed to ensure that 

they exceed their potential. Each student is treated individually 

to ensure that they are making aspirational progress. We deal 

with any problems as early as possible and carefully track 

each student’s progress through their time with us in order to 

identify any potential problems and deal with them quickly. 

Students have the opportunity to take part in a range 

of enrichment activities which support their individual 

development. Activities include taking part in a range of 

sporting activities in the Sports Hall, Fitness Suite and 

Movement Hall. They have the opportunity to develop team 

working skills by taking part in outdoor education including 

outward bound opportunities and other activities.  

Student leadership is very important across the Academy. 

Students are encouraged to become buddies or peer mentors 

and join the Student Council and in Year 10 will have the 

opportunity of being elected Junior Prefects, whilst in Year 11 

they have the opportunity of becoming a Senior Prefect and 

also the very responsible position of Head Boy or Head Girl of 

the Academy. 

We encourage all students to expand their skills by taking part 

in a broad choice of activities including: 

  National competitions in all aspects of the curriculum

 Sports activities and competitions 

 Live projects 

 Work shadowing and experience

For KS4 students we offer a range of taster opportunities 

with our sponsoring partner BMet, which allows students to 

experience a number of curriculum areas that they might want 

to consider studying as they move into Sixth Form. 



YEAR 7 ENGLISH PLUS

The English Plus curriculum offers Year 7 pupils at Harborne 

Academy a transition into secondary school with unique 

learning experiences. Our primary goal is to ensure that all 

students, regardless of their starting point, make exceptional 

progress; however, it is important to us that your child 

develops key skills that will support them throughout their 

academic career and beyond.

At the core of the curriculum is English; however, our 

carefully planned schemes of work also embed the teaching 

of history and drama. To ensure consistency and the nurturing 

environment pupils need as they transition from primary 

school, English Plus is delivered by a small team that works 

closely to ensure students have a real love for reading; have 

highly developed levels of oracy and are confident writers.

The English Plus curriculum means that work is channelled 

through beautiful, unique projects, giving learning a sense of 

purpose and pupils pride in their outcomes. Project orientated 

learning enables our students to develop key attributes, 

encouraging them to become resilient, creative, reflective and 

collaborative. Learning is brought to life further by a calendar 

of experiences from bespoke educational visits to external 

visitors from authors, poets to theatre companies and 

historical interpreters. These rich experiences reflect back into 

the classroom to enhance and provide context for learning.
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In Year 7 the Academy works closely with its linked primary 

schools to ensure that the transition to secondary education is 

smooth. We give a strong emphasis on getting the basics right 

so that students make the most of their learning. 

THE CURRICULUM 

Our English Plus programme makes sure there is a focus 

on excelling in numeracy and literacy, while still accessing 

specialist subjects such as science, French, art, technology, 

music and physical education.

KEY STAGE 3 YEARS 7, 8 & 9
Our extended curriculum offers our students a full and varied 

list of activities to encourage students to participate and enjoy 

learning  something new. A full programme of activities is 

published each year including trampolining, choir, drumming, 

first aid, ready steady cook, building a PC and learn to swim.

Our PSHE programme supports all students’ understanding of 

social, moral and cultural learning ensuring they are confident, 

well rounded, employable young people who will make the 

Academy, parents/guardians and themselves proud of their 

strong ambition and achievements. 

Our PSHE programme supports all students’ understanding of 

social, moral and cultural learning ensuring they are confident, 

well rounded, employable young people who will make the 

Academy, parents/guardians and themselves proud of their 

strong ambition and achievements.

KEY STAGE 4 YEARS 10 & 11 (GCSE)YEARS 8 & 9

Maths and Numeracy

English, Literacy and Communication

Science

Humanities (Geography, History and Religious Studies)

Arts (Art and Music)

Computing

Modern Foreign Languages (French)

Physical Education

Design & Technology

Curriculum

Maths, English (including literature), Science and PE
 

Students then choose 3 options

Art 

BTEC Business Studies

BTEC Engineering 

BTEC Health & Social Care

BTEC Sport

Computing

French

Geography

History

Home Languages

Hospitality and Catering

Music 

Photography

Triple Science
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With support from our sponsors, BMet and unique links with local universities and 

hospitals, the Sixth Form Academy has quickly grown into a first-class learning 

experience in which all learners are supported to reach their full potential.

The range of qualifications delivered meet the entry requirements for numerous

universities, including Russell Group applications, enhanced progression into a range of 

career pathways or apprenticeship employment. Students not only receive first-class 

teaching, but are also required to attend work experience and voluntary placements at 

University Hospital Birmingham. In addition, they can access support for interviews and 

specialist lectures from the local university. Please refer to our Sixth Form prospectus 

for more details.

Hand in hand with the highest academic expectations for 

our students we provide excellent pastoral support to every 

student. We place great emphasis on promoting a caring, 

co-operative and supportive ethos. We believe that every 

student will achieve greater success if they feel happy and 

secure during their time at the Academy. We are committed to 

supporting them to develop the skills to make them effective 

learners.

We have a strong pastoral team with every year group having a 

progress leader, a student mentor and a member of the senior 

leadership team attached to it. Every student will also have 

a Form Tutor who is there to ensure their needs are met on a 

daily basis and provide continuity, familiarity and care during 

the student’s years at the Academy.

PASTORAL

Harborne Academy understands the importance of forging 

working relationships with parents in order to promote 

students’ academic and social development. It fosters this 

partnership through parents’ evenings, regular newsletters and 

e-communication.

Safeguarding is our highest priority and there is a dedicated 

safeguarding team who ensure the safety of students both in 

and out of school.



SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

The Academy prides itself on providing for children of all 

academic abilities with an inclusive ethos which supports 

all students, including those with special educational needs. 

The needs of students vary; some need full time support 

programmes whereas others just need that little extra input for 

a short period of time. The school caters for all support needs 

including academic ones (for the more or less able), physical 

and medical, sensory or emotional.

The learning support team recognises and values the diversity 

of our students and offers a range of help working with 

students in lessons, in small groups or on an individual basis. 

We work with many students, sometimes throughout their 

whole school life or sometimes for a fixed period of time. The 

learning support team works in partnership with the senior 

leadership team, subject teachers, attendance team, parents 

and outside agencies to help students reach their full potential. 

PROVISION FOR THE MORE ABLE

As part of our commitment to nurture the talent of each of our 

students, we recognise some students are extremely talented 

in one particular area while others have higher ability across 

the wider curriculum. All more able students are identified 

early on in their school career and placed on a supported 

programme. In addition, each subject area holds its own more 

able list, which helps ensure that students are stretched and 

challenged in all lessons as appropriate. Students participate in 

the University of Birmingham’s Forward Thinking Programme 

and The Civic Society Next Generation Awards. There is also 

the opportunity for further study and creativity at Saturday 

School sessions.

ENRICHMENT
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At Harborne Academy, we believe experiences count. We 

offer a thriving enrichment programme that engages our 

pupils and draws the school community together, encouraging 

a shared sense of purpose, team-work, communication 

and commitment. This promotes academic attainment, 

employability and teaching our students the skills they need 

to make good choices, benefitting them well beyond the 

classroom. The breadth of our enrichment programme also 

provides our students with opportunities to find out more 

about their interests and passions, developing confidence in 

their unique skill sets and talents, but also making new friends 

along the way.

At the heart of Harborne Academy life is our ever growing 

calendar of events that the whole school community have 

the opportunity to enjoy. There’s always something going 

on around the academy with a varied programme, including 

Roald Dahl Day, National Poetry Day, The Big Draw, PSHE 

days, Black History Month, World Mountain Day, the Harborne 

Christmas Fayre, World Book Day, annual concerts and our 

school production. We also ensure key local, national and 

international events are suitably commemorated such as 

Remembrance and Holocaust Memorial Day.

 

It is important to us that our students get involved in 

school-based activities as much as possible and, at Harborne 

Academy, there is plenty to choose from. From sport, to 

learning an instrument; honing debating skills, to chess; 

whatever the interest, there is something on offer.
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Many of the enrichment opportunities are delivered by our 

staff, but we have also forged external links with organisations 

and specialist providers to ensure a high quality offer for 

students. Harborne Academy is now part of The Birmingham 

Hippodrome Theatre’s Education Network (HEN). This provides 

our students with unique learning experiences, such as 

creating their own performances, but also provides numerous 

opportunities for them to enjoy a range of live theatre. 

Students from across the Academy work with the Diana 

Princess of Wales Trust to train as Anti-Bullying Ambassadors, 

going on to deliver assemblies and workshops to their peers. In 

Year 7, all students work towards the Arts Council of England’s 

Arts Award. This ensures that they have opportunities to 

study, experience and enjoy a range of art-forms and, after 

completing their portfolio, gain a recognised qualification. 

Students who have enjoyed completing the Arts Award in Year 

7 will then be encouraged to complete higher levels throughout 

Years 8 and 9. Throughout the year, we have a number of 

authors, poets and illustrators visit the academy to work 

directly with our students, but also to talk about their lives and 

inspirations. In the last year, Harborne Academy has welcomed 

Patrice Lawrence, Tom Palmer, Linda Newbery, Bali Rai, Alex 

Wheatle, Matt Windle, Richard O Brien, Liam Brown, Hunt 

Emerson, Helen Greetham and Sufiya Ahmed.

Harborne Students are also given opportunities to visit amazing 

places as part of enrichment outside of the classroom. Recent 

trips have included visits to London, theatres, museums, The 

Hay Festival, the battlefields and cemeteries of the First World 

War in Belgium and France, Carding Mill Valley and National 

Memorial Arboretum.



Harborne Academy’s sponsor BMet encourages students to 

think positively about further and higher education during their 

time at the Academy. 

The Academy has links with universities such as Birmingham 

University, Aston University, Birmingham City University, 

Coventry University, Manchester Metropolitan University, 

Staffordshire University, University of Wolverhampton and 

University of Worcester. 

PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTSOUR PARTNERS

When we work together we make a difference and the 

Academy recognises that parents play an active and valued role 

in their child’s education and that you have unique strengths, 

knowledge and experience which can make a valuable 

contribution to your child’s education. 

We want to create an environment where both the Academy 

and parents respect and value each other and share the 

common aim of your child achieving their full potential. To this 

end, there will be a partnership contract between students, 

parents/carers, Academy teachers, support staff and the 

governors. 

Parents who have concerns about the learning needs of their 

child can contact the Academy at any time. Our doors are 

always open. 

CREATIVE PARTNERSHIP

OAKS COLLEGIATE 

Harborne Academy is an integral part of the South West Area 

Network of schools. This group of over 20 secondary schools 

provides us with a wide variety of professional development 

opportunities and an invaluable support mechanism for 

curriculum development. 

This enhances the learning experiences of our students, gives 

them access to a wider range of courses and offers a diversity 

of pathways for post 14 and 16 studies across the network. 

As part of the Ladywood consortium our links with primary 

schools have been strengthened with our state-of-art facilities 

being used by primary schools for sporting and musical events. 
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BREAKFAST CLUB 

Breakfast Club is available between the hours of 8.00am 

and 8.30am and provides breakfast. This includes cereals, 

a selection of fresh fruit, fresh fruit juices, water and more 

substantial snacks, such as toast, croissants and hot rolls for 

students. Items on the breakfast menu are individually priced, 

allowing maximum choice for students using this facility. 

During Breakfast Club students may sit and chat, watch the 

news, read any papers available or get help with their studies. 

It is a great way to start the day and catch up with friends or 

independent learning. 

A further selection of drinks and snacks will be available for 

purchase during the timetabled morning breaks. 
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HOMEWORK

Students are required to work independently outside of normal 

lesson times. 

The work set may include extended writing, reading, research, 

exercises, examination preparation, or e-learning tasks. There 

are deadlines given for completion of these pieces of work and 

these are recorded in student’s planners.

We are using Show my Homework which helps students stay 

up to date with their personalised to-do lists  which promote 

independent learning and organisation. 
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UNIFORM

We expect our students to wear their uniform with pride.
 

Wearing the uniform informs the community that students are 

members of Harborne Academy. When your child wears their 

uniform they are an ambassador for the Academy. 

BOYS SCHOOL UNIFORM: 

 Harborne Academy blazer with Academy logo

  Harborne Academy jumper  

 White shirt

 Black trousers

 Academy tie 

 Grey/black socks 

 Black leather school shoes - no canvas shoes allowed

  Waterproof jacket with Academy logo (optional)

GIRLS SCHOOL UNIFORM: 

  Harborne Academy blazer with Academy logo

  Harborne Academy jumper

  White shirt (not a blouse)

  Black knee length school skirt or tailored trousers

  Academy tie 

  Plain black socks or tights 

  Black leather school shoes - no canvas shoes allowed

 Plain black or white headscarf only

  Plain black or white headbands only

  Waterproof jacket with the Academy logo (optional)

BOYS/ GIRLS SPORTS UNIFORM: 

 Black/purple outdoor rugby shirt with Academy logo

 Black polo shirt with Academy logo

 Purple shorts

 Purple socks

 Trainers with laces

 Football boots (optional)

 Towel (optional)

 Mouth guard (optional)

 Separate bag for kit

All the above kit can be purchased from Clive Mark, Bearwood

Plain black tracksuit bottoms, plain black shorts and plain 

black socks are acceptable alternatives.

ACCESSORIES: 

  Outdoor coats are to be black or navy blue and may  

 be worn to and from the Academy, however they must be  

 removed when entering the building

 No caps or hats

 No hoodies
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STUDENT REWARDS

To support the ethos of the Academy the Culture for Learning 

system has been introduced. We all work best when our 

efforts are rewarded. Students who make positive contributions 

to school life will be rewarded with positive Culture for 

Learning points. Students achieving the most points will 

receive awards and prizes each half term. Additionally students 

can also receive: 

 Positive postcards

 Subject awards

  Homework awards

 Annual awards

  Rewards trips

 Attendance certificates and awards

  Citizenship awards

 Student Leadership awards 

Achievements are celebrated regularly in the Academy. Each 

term we hold Student Achievement Assemblies and then 

annually we hold our Student Achievement Awards Evening.
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Harborne Academy has an agreed published admission number 

of 600 students aged 11 to 16. The admissions procedure for 

a place in Year 7 is administered by Birmingham Education 

Authority.

Parents or guardians who are interested in making an 

application for a place at the Academy should contact 

Birmingham Council Schools Admissions and Fair Access 

Service (SAFAS) on 0121 303 1888.

The Academy has a non-selective admissions policy. We are 

happy to take all children into our nurturing environment to 

allow them to develop their own unique skills and abilities. If 

a year group is oversubscribed your child will be placed on a 

waiting list. Positions on the waiting list are determined by the 

following criteria:

 Looked after child / child in care

 Sibling in the Academy

 Proximity of home address to the Academy (by miles)
 

Parents and prospective students are welcome to visit the 

Academy either on our published open days or at any other 

time by prior appointment. 

If you are seeking a place in any other year group then please 

contact the Academy directly on 0121 464 2737 to see 

whether there are any places available.

ADMISSIONS
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