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Message from the Headteacher 

We hope that you are looking forward to a restful Christmas. This has been an                

extremely busy and exciting term as you will see in the following pages. I would like 

to thank all the staff here who have worked so hard to deliver engaging lessons and 

arrange all our enrichment. We have had some real successes this academic year           

already. It has been wonderful to see all the prizes and achievements the student 

have received at the end of this term. We hope that you find their reports useful and 

please do not hesitate to contact their Heads of Year if you would like to discuss 

these further. 

  

We have run two varied PSHE days, covering a range of topics from debt, managing 

anxiety, robot making, blind football and fencing. Our Debate Mate team reached 

the finals of a competition to win a trip to Dubai and we eagerly await their results. 

Our Year 9 and Year 10 football teams have been on top form and have won all of 

their fixtures to date. Our choir have performed at the University Hospital                    

Birmingham this week and we have sent an enormous amount of food to support 

the B30 Foodbank. I am very proud of our staff and students for all their hard work 

and  contributions. 

 

Please read the letter sent this week regarding the first week back in January. We 

have had to make some slight alterations to accommodate the government                   

requested Lateral Flow Testing. All details are on our website and in the letter Letters 

Home - Harborne Academy.  

 

All that remains is for me to thank you for your continued support, to wish you and 

your families a safe and happy Christmas and we look forward to seeing you all in the 

New Year. 

 

With very best wishes, 

 

Mrs Ross and all the staff at Harborne Academy  

http://www.harborneacademy.co.uk/1826/letters-home
http://www.harborneacademy.co.uk/1826/letters-home


 

Remembrance 
 
Harborne Academy has a tradition of marking Remembrance and Armistice Day beautifully.  
 
As always, we are grateful to Mr Fortune for his thought-provoking assembly while, during Form 
Time Reading, students learned about the remarkable life of Edith Cavell. 
 
On Armistice Day, the Atrium was adorned with poppies as Years 7 and 8 students gathered to              
immaculately observe two minutes’ silence. A number of students recited poems relating to                       
remembrance and impact of war. Poems recited were: 
 

My Boy Jack by Rudyard Kipling, recited by Aliyah Hussain and Tianna Scarlett  
Mothers by Kay Boyle, recited by Rajan Palk 
A Century Later, by Imtiaz Dharker, recited by Zoha Mensur 
For the Fallen by Lawrence Binyon, recited by  
To His Love, by Ivor Gurney, recited by Rosie Johnson 
1914 by Phillip Larkin, recited by William Brown  

Last Post by Carole Ann Duffy, recited by Andreja Lelliugaite  
 
Making this year’s event extra special was a wonderful choir singing a 
beautiful version of Bob Dylan’s ‘Blowin in the Wind’ 
 
Congratulations to all of the students involved for their hard work             
learning the poems by heart, but also reciting them in front of such a large 
audience. They made the event poignant and memorable. 



 
 

 

Week at Harborne Academy 

 

 

Willard Wigan  

Willard Wigan and our GREAT BIG, Teeny Weeny, Itsy Bitsy Microscopic Art Exhibition. 

During the Autumn Term, Harborne students have been inspired by the world’s greatest micro-sculptor: Dr 
Willard Wigan. 
 
During Form Time Reading, everyone read about Dr Wigan’s remarkable life and how he creates is                         
mesmerizing work. 
 
Students were then invited to submit their own micro art to what became a wonderful exhibition of creativity 
that captured everyone’s imagination. Upon seeing images of the exhibition on social media, Dr Wigan was 
equally impressed: 
 

“Wow, you are all amazing, so blessed and honoured. Thank you so much. Well done to all that 
took part and the winners. So glad my work inspires you to try something a little different. Well 
done!” and “Now check out this miniature art exhibition, my mind is blown” 

 
There were so many incredible entries, it was almost impossible for Mrs Molloy to select 3 winners, but, when 
push came to shove, it was congratulations to Otis Banks, Luna Officer and Anastasia Broz. 
 
During Arts Week, we ran three trips to the Birmingham Contemporary Art Gallery to see an exhibition of Dr 
Wigan’s work and to even have the privilege of meeting the great man himself, to discuss his life, but also the 
types of attributes needed to become a master of one’s art. It goes without saying that everyone was left in 
awe of his work. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Week at Harborne Academy 

What did our students think of the visit? 
 
“Today I visited the BCAG and met the world famous Dr Willard Wigan in 
person. Seeing his micro art was mind-blowing. I couldn’t wrap my head 
around how it was humanly possible to create something that small with 
their mere naked eye. I cannot conceive words to describe my                   
experience. I am deeply fascinated by his life story and art. He is a truly 
inspirational artist. He proved all the people who looked down on him 
wrong”  
  Tanishka Dalver, Year 7 
 
When I went to see Willard Wigan, I saw some incredible things as, after 
all, he is the greatest micro-artist in the world. His talk was   amazing as 
he told us he didn’t fit into school and, one day, ran away. He first start-
ed to build a village for ants at the age of five. People told him it was 
astonishing and from then on he knew he had a talent. He later on got a 
microscope, but his mom kept saying his work was too big. He later          
received an MBE for his amazing art. We saw through the microscope 
and his pieces of art were in the eyes of needles! It was  incredible!”  



 

 

Gizmobots 

Question: What do you get if you mix loads of scrap bits and bobs with the creativity and ingenuity 
of Harborne Academy students? 
 
Answer: Gizmobots! 

 
During Arts Week, Years 7 and 8 students had a wonderful time learning the value of recycling, but at 
the same time becoming pretty nifty with power tools, creating their very own robots! 
 

 

Week at Harborne Academy 



 

 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

Live theatre is something we believe every student at Harborne Academy should enjoy and we’re 

committed to ensuring this happens at least once a year.  

During Arts Week, all Years 7, 8 and 9 students were able to enjoy Shakespeare in a Suitcase’s         

adaptation of ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’.  It was certainly high energy with just three actors            

taking on all of the roles. Well, almost…inevitably, staff were  encouraged to ‘volunteer’ themselves 

to participate, much to the amusement of the students. The verdict of the audience after seeing their 

teachers’ debuts: A resounding ‘stick to the teaching!’ 

 

 

 

Week at Harborne Academy 



 

Vanley Burke  

Vanley Burke is one of Britain’s most revered photographers. 

Known as the ‘Godfather of Black British Photography, Vanley has documented the   experiences of 

Birmingham’s black community for over 50 years with exhibitions around. His work has been seen in 

exhibitions around the world and in several books.  

We had the privilege of welcoming Vanley to Harborne Academy to spend the morning with our Year 

11 photography students. He discussed his long career, the inspiration behind his work and offered 

advice to our students. 

To mark this occasion, we purchased two copies of one of Vanley’s books, ‘The Rivers of Birminam’, 

available to be borrowed from our library. 

 

Week at Harborne Academy 



 

 

   Rangoli 

Traditionally, Rangoli is an art of decoration drawn on the floor or the entrances of homes. It is 
thought to bring good luck, prosperity on the house and in the family, and to welcome guests. 
Some mothers in India do this activity every morning, or on a special festive occasion like Diwali, 
Onam, and Pongal. It is a folk art that is passed from one generation to another. 
 
During Arts Week, we were visited by world famous rangoli artist, Ranbir Kaur, who worked with two 
groups of students. She taught them about rangoli, how she works and supported them in creating 
their own beautiful designs.   

 

Lunch Time Activities  

Throughout Arts Week at lunch times, it was wonderful to see the Atrium full of students, either            

enjoying arts activities, either as an audience member or by getting involved. 

Each day, there were different live performances by the Performing Arts Department, with particular 

highlights being the Year 7 dancers and the Year 10 band.  

Ms Gull was kept very busy with mehndi, while there was also the chance for students to create 

graffiti bookmarks Diwali lamps using lamps. 

 

Week at Harborne Academy 



 
Reading Books—Year 7 and Year 8  

Reading for pleasure is considered one of the most powerful 
tools for improving not only academic success, but also           
well-being. For this reason, Year 7 and 8 students read for 
pleasure every day. In addition, every student in Years 7 and 8 
receives a reading book of their choice for Christmas, to         
encourage reading at home. Your child should bring their book 
home for the holidays so why not ask them about it, or, even 
better, sit and share it with them? 
  
A few reminders about why reading matters: 
 
80% of teachers believe children with limited vocabulary would find it "extremely challenging" to         

understand test papers in all subjects. 

Students with above expected reading skills are three times more likely to have high levels of mental 

wellbeing than their peers with below expected reading skills. 

37% of people who rate their physical health as ‘very poor’ are functionally illiterate, compared with 

11% who have reading skills. 

OECD research shows that three-quarters of adults with the lowest reading levels are either in in the 

bottom 40% of earners or not working. Adults at the two lowest reading levels are typically twice as 

likely to be unemployed as those at the three highest levels. In short: 

Poor reading skills  = poorer chances of employment 
Poor reading skills = low pay while in employment 
Poor reading skills = greater chance of being trapped in poverty and all of the consequences           

related to this 
 
TOP TIP: 

Our Top Tip for improving reading:  TURN ON THE SUBTITLES! 

Turning on the subtitles while children are watching television 
can double the chances of a child becoming good at reading. It’s so 
brilliantly simple! For quick easy guidance for parents, follow this link 
below: https://turnonthesubtitles.org/parents/   

https://turnonthesubtitles.org/parents/


 

Book Review Winner! 
 

 Student: Saurav Dubb, 8R 
Author: Michael Holding 
Book: Why we kneel, how we rise 

This book is about recent events such as the Black Lives Matter movement and how different 
famous black people have suffered e.g. Usain Bolt from racism and the forgotten black people 
who have changed our lives. In this book Michael Holding has gone back to his own                         
experiences when he was a cricketer and he has also got different people involved in the book 
e.g. Naomi Osaka and Thierry Henry.  
  
In this book Usain Bolt mentions that when he was a kid he played with Chinese children but 
they had to rush home before their parents came home. At the time Usain thought that they 
had to do something else or they had their own games. The real reason was because they were 
not allowed to mix with them because of their skin colour.  
  
During the US Open Naomi Osaka wore a different face mask. The different face masks                  
consisted of different innocent victims who had been shot by the police. The names included 
George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and Tamir Rice as well as many more.  
  
Who invented the light bulb? Thomas Edison right? There was another man however. Lewis 
Howard Latimer. When Thomas Edison invented the light bulb with a paper filament it only    
lasted for a few seconds. Yes it did light up the room. The man who invented the Carbon                
Filament so that the lightbulbs could last a few years. Latimer also played a significant role in 
the invention of the telephone as he was the one that produced the plans and drawing for 
Bell’s idea. This was all mentioned in the book.  
  
This book made me realise how equal everyone is and how racism should be abolished because 
everyone is the same. 
  
Michael Holding is one of my favourite black authors as even though he is known more for           
being a cricketer and a cricket pundit, he wrote this powerful book very well and also because 
he wrote this book out of emotion.  



 

Book Review Winner! 
 

 Student: Vitor Lima, 11B 
Author: Machado de Assis  
Book: The Epitaph of a Small Winner 

 Machado de Assis is my favourite black author because he wrote in 1881 on of the most              
revolutionary books of Brazilian literature (The Epitaph of a Small Winner) what tell us about the 
Story of Bras Cubas “Not a author that dead but dead man that became an author” and the         
protagonist is reflecting about his life and his decisions in the most entertaining way because 
Bras Cubas that is dead sees his decisions in another perspective what makes the book ahead 
for its time. 
   
Machado de Assis was a grandchild of ex-slaves and a militant of Slavery Abolition cause, so he 
uses the Bras Cubas plot to describe how slavery and racism were common in the XIX century in 
Brazil, and how kids were being familiarised with those familiarised with those horrendous            
actions when he writes about Bras Cubas childhood. In this scene the Young Bras Cubas that was 
nicknamed as “Devil Boy” was mounting in another boy, son of slavers as a horse, what shows 
that the black people of that time were being humiliated by High class population. 
  
Machado also make critics using irony about the high Carioca society. As an example when he 
uses the character of Bras Cubas dad to say: “The most important thing is to be what the society 
wants you to be”. Also Machado de Assis do a funny banter when he writes a Scene with the 
tittle (How I Almost became a politician) and then he just write dots in this whole scene 

 “———————“, what brings a humour air to an important a critic book, and makes the             
reader imagination thinks about what could happened in this part of Bras Cubas Life.  
I think everyone should read this book if they have the opportunity because it is just amazing 
and its critics steal valid to today’s society. I know that I exceed the lines limit, but even so I 
think that I didn’t add a huge gape about the book and Machado, So if you are curious about 
this book READ IT. I’m sure that you wouldn’t regret it. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A Christmas Carol  
 
 
 
 
 

A Christmas Carol  
 

The Year 11, watched an amazing theatre performance in school. This will further enhance their             
understanding of the text in preparation for their summer exams. 
 
 
Some of the students feedback included: 
 

Jordan C “ I enjoyed the experience because it taught us a lot about Christmas Carol” 
 

Ahmed A “I enjoyed it because the actors went through the whole play and it was enjoyable!” 
 

Jahe S “ I enjoyed it because I learnt more about the play” 
 

Ismail M “ It was enjoyable to watch! “ 
 

 



 
 
 

The Nutcracker 
 

Nutcracker 
 

This year, we’ve been delighted to run four trips to see the Birmingham Royal Ballet’s The Nutcracker 
at the Birmingham Hippodrome theatre. 
 
The Nutcracker tells the story of Clara who is swept away into an enchanting winter wonderland of 
dancing snowflakes and a Sugar Plum Fairy. Her magical Christmas tree and her handsome prince, 
with his army of toy soldiers, are an unforgettable delight. With exquisite designs, its huge sets, lavish 
costumes and around 60 dancers, we hope that it was an experience our students will not forget. 
 

 “The Nutcracker was immaculate. Even without speaking, it explained the story so well. I 
would recommend that you watch it as it was very enjoyable.” 

     Rosie Johnson, Year 7 



 
 
 

Christmas Carol Singing 
 

At  
 

The Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Birmingham  
 
 
 
 

Miss Bonner took the students from Harborne Academy’s Choir to the Queen Elizabeth 

Hospital to sing carols to the staff, patients and visitors.  

It was a wonderful experience and along with the singing the students also raised money 

for charity!  

Thank you to everyone involved!  



 
 
 

Harborne Academy Photography Competition  
 
 
 

Some of Harborne Academy’s talented students took part in the photography competition, the             
winners photos appear in our 2022 calendar. Well done to everyone involved! Here are some of the 

winning pictures! 
 

 



 
 
 

Birmingham University Trip  
 

This was part of  the Forward Thinking               
Programme, which 

they have been enrolled in from Year 8. 
 

The day included visiting the University and            

experiencing lectures and student life! 

Mini First Aid for Teens! 

On Tuesday 7th December Lorraine Dyer from 
Mini First Aid for Teens delivered a 2hours lesson 
for Y11 Health & Social Care students on First Aid. 

  

 Mini First Aid and will enable students to learn 
how to deliver basic first aid should an adult not 

be available to help.   

 



 
Student News  

 
Tutoring Programme  

 
 
 

 

 

The Year 11’s have been on the tutoring programme since             

October. Those who have attended more than five sessions, were 

rewarded with a £5 High street voucher!  

Well done to all these students and keep it up!! 

Well Done Ellie! 

Harborne Academy student Ellie had her first kickboxing fight recently, well done 

Ellie, you showed real courage and determination! We are very proud of you! 



 
 

Charities  
 

 
The student council have chosen four charities to support this academic year:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Throughout the Academic year we will be raising money for these charities, along with supporting 

many other charity events such as Children in Need and Birmingham Food Bank who came to collect 
our donations just before Christmas!  

We have raised money through non-school uniform days, the Halloween disco , cinema nights, the 
Christmas fayre… with many more events to come throughout the year!  

 
 
 

 

Local: Birmingham Children’s Hospital  

National: The British Heart Foundation  

National: Cancer Research UK   

International: World Wildlife Fund   

So far this Academic Year we have raised a grand 

total of 

£1157.42! 



 

 

 
Please see the information in the table below regarding students returning to school in January.  

 
We will be inviting students in to take a lateral flow test prior to their return to 

the Academy.  
 

 

Information for Parents 

Lost Property  

All lost property is kept in the library. Please make sure your child checks the lost property box for 

any missing items, we will keep all lost property for a term, anything that then goes unclaimed will 

be donated to charity.  

To help staff locate the student who has lost an item, we encourage parents to label student coats 

and uniform so that we can return lost items to the rightful owner as soon as possible. 

Thank you.  



 

 

Mobile Phones 
Also for safeguarding reasons, mobile phones are banned at all times on site. This includes before 

school, after school, at break and at lunch time. If a mobile phone is seen or heard, it will be           
confiscated and a 30 minute detention issued. The phone will be returned at the end of the               

detention. 
 

If a phone is confiscated for the second time in an academic year, the phone will not be returned to 
the student – a parent/carer will need to collect it. 

 
Coats 

Students are aware that coats, hats and scarves should not be worn inside the building. They should 
wait to put these on until they are outside. 

Expectations Reminder  



 

 

We would like to wish you a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year!  

 

We look forward to welcoming 

the students back to the            

Academy in January! 


