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Message from the Headteacher 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

We have come to the end of a fantastic first half term of the academic year. It 

has been so lovely to have all our students back and our lessons and curriculum 

back to relative normality! We have had trips, visitors and practical lessons and 

our students have been wonderful ambassadors for the school.  

Our enrichment programme is back up and running to full strength and student 

have been able to access a wide-ranging number of clubs and activities including 

football, chess club, movie nights and robot making! 

We had a busy election day for our Head Boy and Head Girl appointments and 

now have a senior student council team in place. We will be finalising our student 

council in the first week back after half term. We had a very successful PSHE day, 

which included First Aid training, lacrosse, fencing, team building, workshops on 

consent, anti-bullying and careers guidance. Please follow up on social media for 

regular updates. 

 

Covid-19 

We have been grateful this half term, to have had relatively few Covid-19 cases. 

The vast majority of the cases we have had, have been picked up via Lateral Flow 

Tests completed at home. This reduces contact and transmission, allowing us to 

keep functioning with most of our staff and students in school. As we approach 

the winter months, we must not be complacent about Covid. We have been sent 

a letter from Justin Varney, Birmingham’s chief Medical officer, which is on our 

website. I will be asking staff and am asking students to continue to complete 

two lateral flow tests a week for the next half term and to test before coming 

back to school on Monday 1st November. The more precautions we take, the           

fewer restrictions we will hopefully have to employ. We will follow all the            

guidance issued, so please read our correspondence in case we are asked to 

change anything.  

 
Parent Forum 

I am really looking forward to the start of the Parent Forum. Please note we have 

moved the date to the 18th November as the previous date was Diwali. We would 

like the forum to be as inclusive as possible so please let us know if you would 

like to attend on Thursday 18th November.  

 
I hope you have a restful and safe half term week and we are looking forward to 

welcoming the student back at 8.25am on Monday 1st November. 

 

Mrs Ross  



 

 

Message from the Headteacher 

Thank you to the students and parents who supported our Summer 
Enrichment School. 

After such a difficult year, the first week of the summer holidays 
proved an ideal opportunity to provide our students with some much 
missed enrichment, particularly in subjects where practical work was 

limited. 

Students were invited to take part in one or more wonderful activities 
including singing, drama, design technology, book-binding, cooking 

and art with wonderful outcomes. 



 

 

During the month of October, the staff and students have been        

celebrating  

Black History Month.   

On the 13th October, some of our              

students had the fantastic opportunity 

to visit the Birmingham Hippodrome to 

experience the show ‘Marcus’.  

 

A statue of Marcus Garvey is       

located in Kingston, Jamaica.       

Deputy Headteacher, Mr Caines 

has visited the statue, within     

Heroes Park. 



 

 

‘Marcus’ focuses on the life of Marcus Garvey. Marcus Garvey comes 
to help the Cummings family after the patriarch’s well-intended               

legacy is left in tatters as the family reaches breaking point. 
Two worlds merge as a young black boy, Jermaine, is taken on a 

whirlwind adventure of self-discovery upon receiving a book about 
Garvey.   

 
Jermaine is set to go on a journey which will change his for life           

forever. 



 
 

 After what feels like a very long wait, Harborne Academy students recently 
made a welcome return to the Birmingham Hippodrome Theatre to watch    

Message in a Bottle. 
 

Message in a Bottle dance-theatre show set to the music of Sting and The          
Police. It tells the story of the peaceful village of Bebko, alive with joyous           

celebrations until it is suddenly attacked. Three siblings, Leto, Mati and Tana, 
must embark on perilous journeys in order to survive. It tells a unifying and         

uplifting story of humanity and hope.  

The event was thoroughly enjoyed by the staff attending, Miss Bonner and Mr          
Johnson, and the students.   

 
“I loved all the different scenes and types of dances. I enjoyed how 

they included gymnastics. I also appreciate how hard they worked to 
make it as good as they did.” 

 
   Emma Shakespeare, Year 7  

 
We have many more theatre visits to experience, including Marcus, The          

Nutcracker, Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, Mama Mia, Singin’ in the Rain and  
Joseph and His Amazing Technicolour Dream-coat. 



 

 

 

Year 8 Reading Club  

A group of Year 8 students are taking part in a new reading scheme 
to maximise and unlock their true reading potential.     

         Students actively participate in a group reading activity and an 
ICT task to inspire confidence, learn new ideas and develop a true 

love of reading. This takes place in the newly refurbished and much           
anticipated reading room in which they can enjoy comfy sofas and a 
diverse range of brand new and exciting reading material to suit all 

tastes. 



 

 

PSHE Day  

PSHE took place on Thursday 7th October. From first aid to bullying, 

our students were immersed in a range of topics. A MASSIVE thank 

you to our external providers for everything that you did! The               

students had a fantastic day!  



 

 

PSHE Day  

The team at Sports Challenge said that they had a great day               

delivering inclusion sport, team building, lacrosse and fencing to the 

students! 



Harborne Academy  

Student Elections  

 

This term, we held the student council elections for Head Boy and 

Head Girl at Harborne Academy.  

All students voted for their new Head Boy and Head girl via a ballot 

and were able to vote during break and lunch time.  

After a tense wait…… the votes were counted and we are pleased          

announce that the new Head Boy and Girl are:  

Head Boy  

Yasser Mohamadi  

 

Head Girl  

Tegan Harding  

 

Deputy Head Boy  

Dastan Raouf 

 

Deputy Head Girl  

Kyra Mirza  

 
 



 

Meet the Safeguarding Team 

 

At Harborne Academy, we are committed to safeguarding and meeting 
the needs of all of our students.  

Please see our safeguarding team below. 

Academy Notices  

Food and Drink  

We like to encourage all of our students to eat healthily. With this in mind,           
students should not bring multiple or large bags of sweets or crisps to school. 
Aside from the well documented long-term effects of a poor diet, eating large 
amounts of these foods will affect your child’s energy and concentration levels 
throughout the day. Excessive food items may be confiscated and not returned 

until the end of the school day. 

 

Students should bring a water bottle to school each day that they can refill           
during break times and lunch times at the fountains around the academy. Water 

may be drunk in lessons with the exception of the science labs – this is for 
health and safety reasons. To support our students make healthy choices,              

energy drinks and fizzy drinks are banned. 

 

All staff and students were recently invited to take part in a survey on the school 
canteen food. We will be reviewing the provision based on these results over the 

coming term. 



 

 

Academy Notices  

Punctuality  

An important life skill that we would like our students to learn is punctuality. If 
they are late to school or lessons, your child is missing out on valuable learning 

time and if this is happening often, they’re building habits that will be                
problematic when they go on to enter employment. Over the next half term, we 
will be having a punctuality drive in a bit to reduce instances of students being 
late for school or lesson. Here are a few ways in which you can support your 

child with punctuality: 

Discuss the importance of punctuality both in school and later life 

Get to know your child’s timetable so that you can help them            
organise their equipment, books, PE kit etc. the night before 

school. 

Make sure that your child has a good bedtime 
routine so they get plenty of rest. 

Make sure that they’re not using mobile phones, 
tablets or games consoles when they go to bed. 

Invest in a reliable alarm clock for your child. 

Encourage them to allow lots of time for their journey.        
Birmingham is a busy city and public transport can be           

unreliable at times. 

Year 11 Mocks  

The Year 11 mock exams take place on Monday 15th              

November to Wednesday 3rd December.  

The students have received the mock timetable, please let us 

know if you require an additional copy.  

Parents Evening  

Year 11 Parents Evening takes place on 

Thursday 11th November. 



Have a fantastic half term 

break!  

We look forward to           

welcoming you back  

on  

Monday 1st November.  

 


