


 

Message from the  

Interim Executive Lead 

  

Sue Woodward 

 

First of all, I would like to thank all of our parents/carers for the         

support they have provided in ensuring a safe return to the  Academy 

for all of our students. This term started in January with a very          

sudden announcement from the Government regarding schools being 

closed until further notice. I am impressed with how quickly our    

students, parents, and staff rose to this challenge and adapted to 

online home learning – well done to each and every single one of 

you! 

 

The second Government announcement about schools reopening on 

March 8th brought its own challenges: lateral flow testing. This has 

been an extremely successful operation for the Academy with a        

higher than average percentage of staff and students consenting to 

being tested. The transition to home testing has been equally            

successful and has been extremely helpful in keeping our staff and 

students safe.  

 

Sadly, due to a high percentage of staff absences, we did have to ask 

some of our year groups to access their lessons via Teams from 

home. I would like to reassure you this decision was not made lightly 

and was done in consultation with the Police and our Governors. 

Once again, I appreciate the support from our parents and carers in 

being able to make this transition and continue to keep our staff and 

students safe.  



Despite the challenges of this term, we were able to provide a wealth of 

enrichment experiences for our students including Arts Award Week for 

all students in Years 7-9 where they accessed a range of workshops in 

dance, drama, and Art offered by both  Academy staff and visiting experts. 

Our Year 7 and 9 Debate Mate teams competed in their first competition 

this academic year, with our Year 9 team winning two of the debates – 

well done everyone! While some Year 9 students were privileged to take 

part in a TEDx Youth @ Brum conference.  
 

This half-term the Academy’s focus has been on reinforcing our               

expectations of student uniform and behaviour, while readjusting to life 

with a routine. Meanwhile, next term’s  focus will be on students’ PSHE 

curriculum and holistic development to ensure all students uphold the 

Academy’s expectations on behaviour, uniform, and general conduct with 

one another and staff.  
 

Next half-term, staff will also be focusing on finalising Year 11 Teacher     

Assessed Grades (TAGs). We would like to reassure parents and students 

that this will be done in a robust and fair manner. Alongside their previous 

assessments, students will be offered the opportunity to submit final     

assessments as evidence towards their final grades. Grades and student 

work will also be moderated by staff within the Academy and externally 

with our Governing Body to ensure accuracy and fairness. 
 

The options process has been finalised; thank you to all staff, students, and 

parents who were involved in this. Letters confirming student allocations 

have been posted home. Please contact Mrs Dhansey or Mr Challender if 

you have not received your child/ward’s options confirmation letters or 

would like to make any changes.  
 

Although this term has been a long and challenging one for everyone             

involved, it has been wonderful to see all of our students return to the 

Academy safe and happy. 
 

I would like to wish you all a Happy Easter and a restful break and look 

forward to welcoming students back on Monday,  April 19th at a later start 

time of 9.30 am .  

 



Once again, Harborne Academy marked Remembrance and Armistice Day 

with a number of initiative. 

 

Mr Fortune produced an assembly and an article for the Form Time  

Reading booklet for all students explaining the importance of                 

Remembrance.  

On Armistice Day, the Atrium was adorned with poppies as Years 7, 9 and 

10 students gathered to immaculately observe two minutes’ silence.   

A number of students recited poems relating to remembrance and impact 

of war.  

 

Poems recited were: 

 

My Boy Jack by Rudyard Kipling, recited by Aliyah Hussain 

  

1914 by Phillip Larkin, recited by William Brown  

 

Last Post by Carole Ann Duffy, recited by Andreja Lelliugaite 

 

For the Fallen by Lawrence Binyon, recited by Harold Luzinda, 

Na’Reishae Clark-Gayle, Taj Al Deen Abbarra, Riann Robinson-Carey, 

Isaac Christian and Sarah Khaladkar 

 

Perhaps by Vera Brittain, recited by Andreja Lelliugaite  

 

Congratulations to all of the students involved for their hard work         

learning the poems by heart, but  also reciting them in front of such a 

large audience. They made the event poignant and memorable. 

Remembrance 

At  

Harborne Academy  



HARTborne Creative Week 
Once again, students from across the Academy were able to get involved in 

creative  activities in the week leading up to autumn half term holiday. The 

inevitable disruptions caused by Covid-19 meant that we needed to be 

‘creative’ in order to ensure the whole school community was able to get         

involved. 

Much of this year’s event was themed around the work of  Vincent Van Gogh. 

As featured in the last newsletter, throughout the week, students from Years 

7-10 had the opportunity to attend the brilliant ‘Van Gogh Alive’ at the             

Birmingham Hippodrome, along with a few lucky members of staff! This tied 

in with the Form Time Reading and assembly for the week, both produced by 

Mrs Dhillon, which related to Van Gogh’s life and the importance of art to 

our lives. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Following the visit to VGA, some students have engaged in a digital art        

workshop. Although disrupted by Covid, we still received some stunning 

work from our talented students which will now be digitalised for an art                         

installation and entered into a competition. Thank you to all of the students 

who submitted work.   

One of the highlights of the week was the wonderful Van Gogh style mural, 

inspired by the artist’s Starry Night, produced by three Year 8 students. The 

girls - Mariam Khalil, Dami Ryu and Uljana Dolinovskaja – inspired everyone, 

not just by their artistic abilities, but also by how they worked. Completely 

independently and in the space of just 4 hours, the girls’ beautiful work of art 

was then adorned by three-dimensional sunflowers produced by Yr 7           

students during their DT lessons. The mural has given pleasure to the whole 

community over the last half term.  

Well done girls! 



HARTborne Creative Week 

During lunchtimes, Ms Malpass worked with Year 7 students to teach them 

the Victorian art of ‘rag-rugging’. Rag-rugging is a great way of taking              

left-over scraps of fabric and putting them to good use. Scraps are woven 

through a hessian backing using special tools to make items such as rugs, 

artworks, or, in the case of our Year 7s, a Christmas wreath.  

 

The whole school community was also able to be involved with our              

installation in the style of the sculptor,  Antony Gormley. Using Gormley’s 

awe-inspiring installation, ‘Fields of the British Isles’ for inspiration, students 

had the chance to make clay figures that were then brought together to 

create a mass of characters marching purposefully towards a diorama of 

Harborne Academy, kindly produced by Mr Jones. ‘Marching purposefully’? 

Art imitating life indeed! It’s fair to say that many of the students found 

working with clay challenging, but it was all great fun and something we’ll 

be looking to repeat next year. 



HARTborne Creative Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Do you have any ideas for a large scale art work that could be              

incorporated into next year’s festival? Perhaps you’d like to support an 

activity yourself?  If so, please get in touch with Mr Farrell. 

 

As with last year, a number of students from all year groups were lucky 

enough to be chosen to have caricatures drawn of them by the artist, 

‘The Arty One’. Once all of the students had gone home and were safely 

out of sight, Mr Fortune was spotted having his own portrait drawn.       

Despite being proud of the outcome and quick to show the rest of the 

staff, he has been under strict instructions to keep it hidden from public 

view. That said, we feel it would be selfish of us not to give you all the 

opportunity to judge whether The Arty One captured a good likeness!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Students from Years 7 – 9 recently had the opportunity to complete 

work for the Arts Award. 

 

What is Arts Award? 

Arts Award is a range of unique qualifications that support anyone aged 

up to 25 to grow as artists and arts leaders. It aims to inspire young   

people to connect with and take part in the wider arts world through 

taking challenges in an art form - from fashion to digital art, pottery to 

poetry. 

By progressing through the five levels, students get to: 

 discover the enjoyment of creating and participating in arts activities 

 experience arts events 

 develop creative and communication skills that are essential for     

success in 21st century life 

 explore the work of artists and craftspeople and gain insights into 

the professional arts world 

 gain experience and knowledge to help progress into further              

education and employment 



This year, we built the week’s work around the theme of ‘Dance’. 

Students learned about the 7 strands of ‘the arts’, musical theatre, dance and 

music, the work of the Birmingham Hippodrome Theatre and The                 

Birmingham Royal Ballet, as well as the career of the BRB’s director, Carlos 

Acosta.  Year 7 and Year 9 students took part in an Afro-fusion dance             

workshop, delivered by professional dancer, Chris Radford, while Year 8             

students received workshops in musical theatre. 
 

Wonderful work was produced by students from all year groups and a           

display of this will be created in the Atrium for everyone to enjoy.  
 

Birmingham is blessed with world-class arts and culture and we believe it’s 

important that all of our students have as much access to this as possible.  
 

In future, we will be offering Arts Award Explore Level to all Year 7s while 8s 

and 9s will complete the Arts Award Bronze Level.  



An easy step to reading success  

Looking for an easy way to improve your child’s reading? Turn On 

The Subtitles! 

Research has consistently shown that, being a good reader will 

have a huge impact on your child’s life. Good readers: 

 Have better mental and even physical health  

 Live longer 

 Earn significantly more than those who are below average  

readers 

 Have more empathy  

 Are less likely to commit crime (48% of offenders have a 

reading age of below 11 years of age)  

 

 

 

 

Research has shown that, by turning on subtitles when watching 

TV, it doubles the chances of a child becoming a good reader. See 

what Stephen Fry thinks about the idea by following the link      



Important Information  

We welcomed back all our Year 11s  this term along with all our 

students. On our return to the Academy after Easter,  your child 

will be doing further assessments in the sports hall for English  

Language, Maths, Science and Sports Studies.  
 

Please ensure they are preparing for these during the Easter       

holidays.  
 

For any further information, please email Mrs Mal:  

remy.mal@ harborneacademy.co.uk  



Harborne Academy  

Maths Watch 

MathsWatch is an online resource giving our students access to 

video tutorials which explain topics  - like having a maths teacher 

available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week! 

Students can independently practise real exam-style questions 

with instant feedback on their performance. 

Well done to the following three students who have managed to 

clock the most minutes on MathsWatch over the last half term! 

 

Oskar  

Popek 

Ikema 

Nedi 

Luwam 

Haile 



Harborne Academy  

Maths Watch 

Harborne Academy  

Maths Whizz 

A select few students in Years 7 and 

8 at Harborne Academy have been 

taking part in an online              tu-

toring programme called                       

Maths-Whizz. 

Some of our students have been working  

exceptionally well and have topped the  

Maths-Whizz leader board! 

Year 7 

1. Abdulahi Marwan 

2. Soniel Chol Laa 

3. Kamari South 

4. Zakaria Shamo 

5. Amarniey Harvey 

Year 8 

1. Wisdom Osadolor 

2. Zaya-L’Mese Corbett-

Lescott 

3. Zephaniah Mantack– 

Millwood 

4. Niall Mcinnins 

5. Corry Anderson-Caines 



Harborne Academy  

Maths Watch 

 

        UKMT Mathematical Challenge WINNERS 2021 

In February 2021, students from Years 9, 10 and 11 joined schools from 

across the UK to take part in the UKMT Intermediate Mathematical           

Challenge.  We were delighted to hear that 10 of our students had been 

awarded certificates for their outstanding results. 

This is a national challenge providing an opportunity for students to think 

and solve problems in an accessible, but challenging way. The challenge          

involves answering 25 multiple-choice questions in one hour and is sat at 

school under normal exam conditions.  

We are very proud of our students who were awarded certificates, as this 

places them amongst the top 40% of top performing mathematics students 

in the country. 

Ismahon Osman 11R  

Oskar Popek 11C 

 

Israel Adekoya 11Z 

Joury Abbara  9B   Lakshimidhar Brahma 10Z   Ishaq Hussain  10C 

Alvin Wang 9B       Emanueal Brown 10R          Sundesh Paul 10C  

Sephora Tchatat Danga 11B 



This year has been different as students have not experienced the          

programme fully, but they battled on with more online sessions.  

We had two groups entering the competition: 

for year 9 it was: Zahraa, Aliyah, Ranya, Andreja, William & Parasme.  

for year 7 it was: Yahia, Khaalid, Blake, Niyam, Sarah, Jasmine & Daisy. 

On Tuesday 30th March, our Debate        

Mate students competed in the1st 

round of the Debate Mate Cup 

The day started with a seen 

motion, ‘THB that fake news is 

the greatest threat to world 

health’. The motion was chosen 

to tie in with World Malaria 

Awareness day, supported by 

Comic Relief. They had the 

added bonus of having some 

special guests –                  

representatives from Bank of 

America & Christ Church,  

Oxford university cheering 

them on and giving advice. 

We then had the opportunity of watching a show debate put on by top university 

debaters from around the UK.  

The final debate was an unseen motion. This means          

students had 15 minutes to prepare 5-minute speeches. 

The motion was ‘THB that artificial intelligence is a good 

thing’. Not an easy motion to prep in so little time, but 

both our teams excelled themselves.  



Year 7s was the opposition (against the motion) and came up with some 

amazing points: students being lazy and cheating using tools such as Siri or 

Google to do their homework, people losing jobs to AI such as at self-service 

checkouts in supermarkets, investing money into other more important     

causes (climate change), and even what the world would look like if AI took 

over. 

The Year 9 team debated as the proposition (for the motion) and made some 

excellent points, including the use of AI for social mobility, economic benefits 

and improvements to the labour market.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was unfortunate that Year 7 

didn’t win any of their debates, 

this time. It was their first 

competition, and they were up 

against a Year 10 team from a school in Manchester. They can still proceed to 

the next round if they come in the top 8 scoring schools from the UK, so we 

will be keeping a close eye on the leader board.  

Whatever the outcome, I think they have the debating bug now and will be 

more confident, prepared and determined to win the next time. 

Year 9’s smashed it again! Winning both their debates and it’s looking like they 

will certainly have a place in the next round.  

A special mention goes to Zahraa who won a special prize from Debate Mate 

for most improved debater- well done!  



Important Information  
Being Nut Aware  

At Harborne Academy we aim to ensure that we provide a safe learning            

environment for all and would like to give assurance to those students/

families with severe allergies, that we take the management of this         

seriously.  

We aim to be as nut-free as we can. It is impossible to provide an             

absolute guarantee that no nuts will be brought onto the premises but we 

will strive to eliminate this as much as we can. 

To achieve this we ask that all students and visitors to Harborne Academy 

DO NOT bring food to school that contains nuts. This includes all types 

of nuts, peanut butter, chocolate spreads e.g. Nutella, cereal/chocolate 

bars and any other food containing nuts.  
 

Thank you for your co- operation. 

Uniform  

It is expected that students wear full school uniform.  

On PE days, students can wear their Harborne Academy PE kit 

or plain t-shirt and shorts/tracksuit bottoms.  

No hoodies or large logos.  



National Apprenticeship Day and National Careers 

Week 

This half-term saw two main events in the Careers calendar:         

National Apprenticeship Day and National Careers Week. 

Both events were marked by the Academy through                  

curriculum areas sharing resources with students to inspire 

them.  

Birmingham Careers Service 

At Harborne Academy, Careers is a very important element of Academy life. As a 

result we offer our students an independent careers advice through Birmingham 

Careers Service. If you are in Year 11 and are still unsure about your future, then 

please contact Mrs Dhansey to arrange a Teams appointment with our careers  

advisor Angela Baker.  

Birmingham Careers Service is currently offering a virtual careers fayre, which  

students can access via: https://www.birminghamcareersservice.co.uk/marketplace/  

https://www.birminghamcareersservice.co.uk/marketplace/


KUDOS Careers 

 

Every student at Harborne Academy has access to our online  career 

development partner, Kudos Careers. Students are actively              

encouraged to develop their Kudos profiles for ongoing careers        

support and guidance.  

Students are able to access their accounts by visiting: https://

kudos.cascaid.co.uk/#/ and entering their Harborne Academy email 

address followed by your password.  

If you need help with logging in to your Kudos Careers account, 

please contact Mrs Dhansey. 

BT Taster Day 

BT are offering an exciting opportunity for students to discover what 

it is like to work for BT.  

When: 10am – 3pm on April 6, 2021 

Where: Virtual Event 

How: Students may register for the events via   

https://pathwayctm.com/events/bt-virtual-taster-day-discover-what-its

-like-to-work-for-bt/ 

https://kudos.cascaid.co.uk/#/
https://kudos.cascaid.co.uk/#/
https://pathwayctm.com/events/bt-virtual-taster-day-discover-what-its-like-to-work-for-bt/
https://pathwayctm.com/events/bt-virtual-taster-day-discover-what-its-like-to-work-for-bt/


Fancy a career in the law sector? Then Browne Jacobson have the 

perfect opportunity for you! Year 11 students are invited to join 

their virtual event to gain an understanding of what life is like for 

newly qualified Junior Lawyers; what the different between a            

Barrister and Solicitor is; and an insight from one of the most high 

profile QC’s (Queen’s Counsel) in the country.    

When: April 6 and 7 

Where: Virtual 

How: Students may register for the events via www.research.net/r/

Law-WEX  

Careers in the News 

BBC News: UK 'heading towards digital skills shortage                

disaster' - www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-56479304  

 

Birmingham Mail: Media production company creates new jobs on back 

of HS2 contracts –  www.business-live.co.uk/enterprise/media-

production-company-creates-new-20262862  
 

http://www.research.net/r/Law-WEX
http://www.research.net/r/Law-WEX
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-56479304
http://www.business-live.co.uk/enterprise/media-production-company-creates-new-20262862
http://www.business-live.co.uk/enterprise/media-production-company-creates-new-20262862


 

Dates for your diary 

30th April 2021  

Learning Performance Workshop - Y11  

31st May - 4th June 2021 

Half Term  

9th July 2021 

PSHE Day  



From all the staff at  

Harborne Academy!  

 

We look forward to welcoming 

the students back on Monday 

19th April at 9.30am. 


