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Message from the Head Teacher 

We have reached the end of the first half-term and what an eventful         

half-term it has been! There have been a lot of exciting opportunities for 

the students and this has been reflected in the learning that has taken 

place too. This newsletter gives a flavour of the events which have taken 

place in the first half of the Autumn Term.   

Fostering a successful partnership between the home and school helps 

learners to achieve their best. As parents or guardians we look forward 

to an enjoyable and fulfilling relationship with you over the coming year, 

as we work closely together in pursuit of this goal. We trust that parents 

or guardians will engage fully with all aspects of Academy life and we     

welcome your comments and feedback. You do not need to wait until a 

parents’ evening as our doors are always open.   

We are very excited and proud to announce our partnership with             

Birmingham Hippodrome and all the exciting enrichment opportunities 

that this will provide our students over the academic year. 

On behalf of all staff at Harborne Academy, I would like to wish you all a 

safe and restful half-term break.   

The Academy re-opens for students on Monday, 4th November, 2019. 



 

 

On Saturday 21st September,  Year 8          

students attended Harborne’s Artsmile, a 

free, home-grown arts event, along the                   

Harborne High Street’s, in cafes, bars and 

shops. 

Students arrived at the Slug &          

Lettuce for the soft opening of the event, 

which hosted a rousing performance from 

Midland Opera, singing from Verdi’s La        

Traviata. 

The group then tried a variety of 

craft activities including: making their own 

mosaic coasters in The Junction;  using re-

cycled          T-shirt yarn to create tassels 

and pom poms at Boo Boo Coffee and 

popping into Hadleigh Estate Agents to 

visit Mikey ‘TheArtyOne’ who drew           

humorous caricatures of all the students 

to take away. 

A great time was had by all and we look           

forward to returning to this free, local art 

event in 2020. 
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The big draw week at Harborne Academy took place 

during the last week of term. 

There were all sorts of activities for the staff and       

students to get involved with, this included –           

Mehndi, the arty one caricatures, selfie picture frame, 

Stephen Wiltshire style collage, Y7 exhibition 

‘memories’, Remembrance badge design competition 

and the photography launch competition! 
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Poem by Sharna Finn - Y7 



 

 

Matt Windle and National Poetry Day 

Harborne Academy staff and students once again celebrated National Poetry Day on 

the 3rd October. 

Staff selected their favourite poems and displayed them on their door panels, specially 

created by Year 10’s Sariah Farrell. Students had a chance to share their own poems 

with a display outside of the library.  
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The highlight of the day was our ‘Poetry Karaoke’, held in a busy 

Atrium. To a backdrop of piano, played by Year 9’s Skye Reeves and 

Mr Johnson, students read and recited their favourite poems. Year 7 

students also had an opportunity to share poems they had written 

following a visit from poet, Matt Windle around the theme of 

‘truth’. Matt spent a day with Year 7 students, delivering a          

wonderful assembly before working with each English Plus set.   
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The book Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo has become a mainstay for 

English Plus students for a number of years. It tells the moving story of two 

brothers growing up in the south-west prior to the First World War. Both 

share a love for the same girl, Molly before joining up to fight in the war 

with tragic consequences.  

Whilst on last year’s trip to the WW1 battlefields and cemeteries of       

Belgium and France, students shared extracts of the book at key sights,        

including the grave of Private Peaceful. 

Many of the Year 8 and 9 students who were on the Belgium trip reunited 

to watch an incredible theatrical interpretation of the book at the historic 

Old Rep Theatre in Birmingham. The story was told via a one-man show by 

an actor playing the part of all the key characters. 
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Our Year 8 students took part in the Friends of the Forces workshop. This 

was a wonderful opportunity for students to have an insight into the Royal 

Navy with a focus on submarines. The students really enjoyed hearing from 

the course leader Steve Harrison who shared pictures and resources with 

the students from his time serving in the Royal Navy.  

 

Another highlight of the session was the students had the opportunity to 

perform in some organised marching and even lead a march themselves.    

After performing their marches the students tried on some of the different 

armed forces uniforms.  
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Our second Roald Dahl Day certainly went down well with staff and students 

alike.  

Roald Dahl Day is a global celebration of one of the world’s most loved           

authors. Less appreciated is the remarkable life Dahl lived prior to becoming a 

writer, and the books he wrote for older readers – something we shared with 

students during Roald Dahl themed assemblies throughout the week. 
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For the day itself, staff shared with students their favourite Roald Dahl         

stories,  poems and books while   Year 7 and 8 students took part in Mrs 

Smith’s legendary ‘Golden Ticket Hunt’.  

Miss Malpass provided Roald Dahl themed activities in the canteen and    

also raised £100 through a cake sale with treats prepared by Year 8         

students. 

 

Harborne Academy - The Arts  



 

 

Harborne Academy - The Arts  

There can be no doubt that the highlight of proceedings was the staff’s fiercely 

competitive ‘Great Roald Dahl Bake-Off’ competition. There were some         

amazing, ‘truly scrumptious’ (Did you know that Roald Dahl wrote the           

screenplay for Chitty Chitty Bang Bang?) entries that were wolfed down by the         

students in the afternoon.  

Thank you to all of the staff who took the time to make a contribution to what 

was a sweet start to the year.  

And the winners are……….Mrs Dhansey and Mr Farrell! 
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Year 8 students enjoyed a wonderful night at the Birmingham Hippodrome 

watching Matthew Bourne’s Romeo and Juliet. 

Before the ballet, Harborne students joined those from other schools in the   

Hippodrome Education Network (HEN) for a pre-performance talk by Resident 

Artist and Rehearsal Director, Paul Smethurst.  Paul taught students about what 

it takes to become a ballet dancer; how to interpret the ballet and about the 

performance they were about to watch. Our students were superb with their 

contributions and thoughtful questions. 

For all of the students attending, this was the first time they had been to a ballet 

and it is fair to say that they were not disappointed. The performances were 

stunning and not what anyone expected with the story being set in a mental 

asylum and a big twist to the conventional plot line at the end. 

 

The experience is best summed up by Azlan Khan’s recount of the evening: 

''The Romeo and Juliet show was amazing and surprising. I loved the                          

enthusiasm in the characters on stage. Also, we loved the humour included; we 

all laughed hysterically! We started off by eating at Pizza Express (It was really 

good) then we took a taxi to the Hippodrome and sat through an interesting talk 

by one of the directors. Before entering the theatre, Mr Farrell had kindly 

bought us some sweets to eat before the show. I enjoyed the big theatre            

because it was a new experience for me and for most of the other students. I 

was astonished to see how well and long it took to rehearse such an amazing 

act. I could feel the emotion and the message they were trying to send! After the 

show had ended, we sang the whole way home in the taxi. It made me feel      

excited because I felt like this would stay in my head forever, that's why it was 

truly a night to remember”. 
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Author Sufiya Ahmed 

Year 7 students were recently        

fortunate enough to work with the 

author, Sufiya Ahmed. In an event 

sponsored by Writing West        

Midlands, each student in Set 1 was   

given a copy of Sufiya’s book, 

‘Secrets of a Henna Girl’ that they 

were able to have signed. 

Sufiya also delivered a session in 

which students developed their 

speech writing skills by creating a 

campaign for girls’ rights.  

On Tuesday night, Miss Bonner and Miss Massey took a number of 

Year 8 and Year 10 students to the Birmingham Hippodrome to 

watch ‘Gisele’. Students thoroughly enjoyed the outstanding           

performance and it was a pleasure for Miss Massey and              

Miss Bonner to have the opportunity to accompany them.  
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Through the school’s partnership with  Birmingham Hippodrome HEN network, Harborne 

Academy gain the opportunity to visit theatres across Birmingham that provide valuable     

enrichment experiences.  

On Thursday 18th July 2019, Mrs Taswar and Miss Benjamin from the English Department 

took 20  Year 9 and 10 girls to the Birmingham Hippodrome Theatre to watch a live play    

adaptation of The Colour Purple.  This famous novel written by American author,  Alice Walker 

in 1982,  explores the journey of Celie and her relationship with Shug Avery as she              

experiences hardship through poverty,  gender,  race and segregation in the early 20th century. 

The play focused on the importance of  female empowerment through lively singing and     

energetic dancing! Students and staff alike were enthralled by the powerful message of         

overcoming adversity through hope and prayer! A particular highlight was the live orchestra, 

stunning lighting, costume changes and background props which added to the overall stunning 

visual production.  

After the play, a year 9 student commented that “the play really helped me understand the 

huge issues women of colour experienced in the deep south of America years ago” and a 

Year 10 student explained “I really enjoyed the singing and dancing! I feel all fired up!” 

It was a thoroughly enjoyable experience for all! 
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It has been a successful start to 

the choir this year! New members 

are always welcome, we have a few  

exciting performances coming up 

in December within the           

community. 

The choir rehearses 3pm - 4pm, 

every Thursday, in the music room. 

Every Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday there are            

extra-curricular activities  

happening in the music room 

for Year 7 and 8 students.   

Students must see             

Miss Bonner if they want a 

lunch pass. 

This year Harborne Academy will be doing a full musical            

production of Hairspray Jr!   

Well done to all the students who auditioned for our upcoming 

production of Hairspray Jr! All the students who auditioned were 

fantastic and Miss Bonner and the production team are really 

looking forward to getting  properly started in January.  
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Year 10 & 11 Art trip to Pitt Rivers Museum – Oxford 

 

During the month of October, 36 Year 10 & 11 art students were taken to 

visit the Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford. 

The visit was organised to allow the students to further develop and          

explore the topic of Masks which they are currently completing as a project 

in their Art lessons. The Pitt Rivers museum is famous for its collection of 

Masks and cultural artefacts from around the world, which have been            

collected over the decades. 

The Museum was founded in 1884, when General Pitt-Rivers, an influential 

figure in the development of archaeology and evolutionary anthropology, 

gave his collection to the University of Oxford. 

The General gave his collection to the University of Oxford on condition 

that they built a Museum to house it, appoint a lecturer to teach about it 

and maintain the general mode of display. The Museum first opened to visi-

tors in 1887 and was fully open by 1892.  

The visit to the museum allowed our students the opportunity to see and 

photographs artefacts from all over the world that they would not normally 

get the opportunity to see. The students thoroughly enjoyed the visit and on 

the next page are some quotes of their thoughts about the day. 
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“My trip to the Pitt Rivers Museum was 

spectacular. The trip was really inspiring 

and allowed to explore different aspects of 

masks.” – Emily Chan, year 11. 

“The Pitt Rivers trip was very helpful 

with my mask research and by visiting 

the museum it will now allow me to use 

what I saw to help me develop my own 

ideas.”  – Asal Mirijalali, year 11. 

“I thought that the museum 

was amazing and full of a lot of 

different cultural artefacts.         

I really enjoyed the trip.”                  

– Mykyal Stewart, year 10 

“I learned about masks and artefacts from          

different cultures and regions. I enjoyed the trip 

and it gave me lots of ideas for the different kinds 

of masks that I would like to try and create for my 

project.” – Nafisa Beladi, year 10. 



 
 

Harborne Academy - Student Leadership Team 

The student leadership team meet every week to discuss ways the students can 

make a positive contribution to the Academy, the team this year includes:  

Head Boy—Kofi Anarfi  

Head Girl - Alex Glasby  

Deputy Head Boy - Pouriyah Ebrahimi  

Deputy Head Girl - Mbene Lo  

Senior Prefects - Gideon Odhaimbo, Camilla Costa-Ferreira and Abigail Curwen  

At the start of this term, the student council chose 3 charities to support this 

year, these include:  

So far Harborne Academy has raised a massive £1000 for the chosen charities! 



 

 

Harborne Academy - European Day of           

Languages 

Staff and students took part in the 

European Day of Languages, which 

takes place across Europe every year. 

This year students took part in             

inter-form quizzes as well as              

discovered facts about teachers            

relating to Europe and Languages.  

They also took part in the                  

all-important cultural dress, which 

was enjoyed by all. There was an 

amazing array of cultures seen, all of 

which had spectacular dress and rich 

heritage. It was a fantastic day that 

highlighted the importance of            

embracing linguistic differences and 

the wide diversity of languages we 

have here at Harborne Academy! 
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Harborne Academy Halloween Disco! 
On 17th October, Year 7 and 8 and raised over £130 through our           

‘Charity Halloween Disco’. Students spent the night dancing 

away to selected music and some old-school horror themed  

classics.  

With prizes for best dressed and food and drink to last the night, 

a great amount of fun was had by all. We look forward to the 

next party, to try to raise even more for the school’s selected 

charities! 



 

 

 

Harborne Academy—Anti Bullying Workshop  

Anti - bullying badge              

designed by Mbene Lo                                      

(Deputy Head Girl) 

On Monday 30th September, our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors took part in a 

special ‘Hack the Hate’ training programme to delve further into online 

bullying. 
 

The ‘Hack the Hate’ workshop looked at how we use words online. Are we 

always aware of what we ‘like’? Do we sometimes comment and ‘like’ posts 

just because our friends have posted them? Are we always aware of the 

damage we can cause when ‘liking’ material that could be considered        

offensive to others? Our ambassadors are now trained to support students, 

in all year groups, in ‘hacking the hate’ and making the right choices. 

Students also looked at how words have developed overtime and how it is 

not acceptable to use any words that may cause harm or offense to people, 

regardless of your own gender, sexual orientation, race and age. 
 

Within our Harborne Community, our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors are   

looking forward to delivering their specialist knowledge in the PSHE         

workshops for Anti-Bullying Week from  

11th November 2019 - 15th November 2019! 

Hack the 

Hate  

Workshop 



 

 

Harborne Academy - Sporting Events 

Due to a successful sports day, the PE department selected some talented 

athletes to represent Harborne Academy at a British Athletics talent           

scouting day at Birmingham University running track. Students had to         

compete with other students from their age category in our local area.  

All students had a brilliant day out and some notable performances were 

recorded. The organisers will be in contact with the school if any of our 

students have made the grade.  

Good luck! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of the new Sports Studies qualification on offer at Harborne            

Academy, our Year 11 students went to Ackers outdoor adventure centre to 

take part in canoeing, skiing and rock climbing.  

Taking part in the activities forms part of the students overall grade and I am 

happy to say that everyone tried really hard at each activity and had lots of 

fun on the day.  
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Work Experience 



 

 

Harborne Academy - Charity News 

Thank you to all of you, we raised 

£30.20 in the staff meeting. 

Thank you to the Harborne Academy staff along with their friends and 

family for completing the shine night walk to raise money for cancer 

research, they made a massive £517.39! 

Cultural day non-uniform day 

raised a huge £424.99! 

The Roald Dahl cake 

sale raised £92.40! 
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Lollypop Person Vacancy  

Harborne Academy are looking to recruit a                

lollypop person, Monday - Friday during term time: 

Monday:  3.55pm - 4.25pm  

Tuesday - Thursday: 2.55pm - 3.25pm  

£10.00 p/h 

To enquire further about this vacancy please email  

enquiry@harborneacademy.co.uk or call               

0121 464 2737 and ask to speak to Sarah Hurley.  

Harborne Academy Parent Forum  

During the last week of term, Harborne Academy held its first parent forum 

meeting of the new term. 

The parents that attended the meeting will be looking to get involved with some 

of the events we hold at Harborne Academy such as the upcoming Christmas 

fayre and Christmas concert,  attend some of our Academy trips and work with 

the staff to promote enrichment within the Academy.  

The first meeting was extremely positive and productive and we are looking  

forward to the next meeting.  


