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 19 March 2020 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
RE: School Closure, Monday 23rd March 
 
I am sure that you are aware that, yesterday evening, the Government took the decision to close 
schools in England from Monday 23rd March to all students except for children of key workers, 
children with a social worker or those with an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP). We are aware that 
this is an unusual and worrying time therefore we are intending to set out how the Academy is 
responding to the government guidance below. 
 
As I’m sure that you appreciate, any provision that we are able to offer is under constant review. If 
government advice, staffing levels or catering services means that our level of provision has to change, 
details will be uploaded on the Academy website and you will be sent a text message to inform you of 
changes. To this end, if you have not been receiving text messages, please email us at 
enquiry@harborneacademy.co.uk with your updated telephone number.  
 
Public Examinations 
The Prime Minister announced that public examinations scheduled to take place this May and June 
are cancelled, but assured students that they will still get the opportunity to get qualifications they 
need to progress. At the moment, we do not have information from the examination boards about 
what schools need to do following the cancellation of public examinations. As soon as we receive 
information regarding this, we will be in contact with Year 11 and Year 13 students and post 
information on the Academy website. Your children have been given packs of work for English and 
science and other resources will be uploaded to Show My Homework. If you are unsure about how to 
access the online resources, please refer to instructions on our website. Please ensure all school 
resources and mock exam papers are utilised for revision as there is no confirmation regarding the 
examinations being postponed beyond June. As the Academy is closed until further notice, we 
anticipate that the prom may need to be postponed although this is subject to change depending on 
any future Government announcements. We appreciate that this is a really worrying time for our Year 
11s and, if you have any concerns, please contact Remy Mal, Rochelle Thomas or Emma Ferris.  
 
Children of key workers 
If you have emailed to inform us that you are a key worker, feel unable to leave your child at home 
unsupervised and are unable to make arrangements for their supervision, a plan is being formulated 
with regard to what provision we are able to offer. If you are a key worker and would like your child 
to attend the Academy, but are yet to let us know, please email us at 
enquiry@harborneacademy.co.uk with the email subject ‘key worker’ before 1.00pm Friday 20th 
March. Please do not be offended if we ask for proof of profession.  
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Children with EHCPs 
Please contact the Academy if your child has an EHCP and you are at all concerned about your child 
over the coming weeks. Please do not hesitate to contact Matthew Fortune at 
matthew.fortune@harborneacademy.co.uk or use the enquiry email for the attention of the SENDCo. 
 
Free school meals – only relevant for students entitled to a free school lunch 
No child should go without while the Academy is closed.  If you are concerned about how you are 
going to provide lunch for your child during this time please, contact us confidentially at 
safeguarding@harborneacademy.co.uk or call 0121 464 2737. 
 
Work for students 
In line with the Government’s advice on social distancing, students not attending the Academy should 
not be out and about. In order to ensure students are still being provided an education during this 
time resources will be uploaded to Show My Homework on a regular basis. Instructions and help with 
how to access this can be found on the Academy website by following the link on the home page pop-
up and scrolling down. If your child is unable to access online resources, please contact the Academy 
and we will post work home. 
 
Student wellbeing 
The impact of self-isolation on mental well-being has been widely covered in the media. Where 
practical, students should exercise from home and do all they can to look after their mental health. 
Advice and resources regarding this will be posted on the Academy website. The school safeguarding 
team will maintain responsibility for any students who require support and will remain in regular 
contact with these students during the period of closure. If you have a concern about the safety or 
well-being of a child, please us at safeguarding@harborneacademy.co.uk. Alternatively contact the 
Children’s Advice and Support Service (CASS) on 0121-303 1888. 
 
Please remember that, in order to protect the students, staff and wider community, anyone 
presenting symptoms of a high temperature or a new persistent cough should not attend and self-
isolate. Anyone in a household of a person presenting symptoms should also self-isolate for fourteen 
days. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support during these 
unprecedented and difficult times and wish you and your family well. As always, if you have any 
questions, feel free to contact us. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Sarah Ross 
 
Sarah Ross 
Deputy Head Teacher 
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