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Dear Parents/ Carers, 

We hope that you and your families are well and have had a relaxing summer break. We are really excited 

to be welcoming all of our students back along with our brand new Year 7s. A reminder that the new 

Academy term will start for Year 7 and Year 11 only at 8.30am on Thursday 3rd September and for all 

year groups at 8.30am on Friday 4th September. 

As you will be aware we wrote to you in July to set out our proposals for keeping the Academy Covid safe. 

All of these details are set out again below, however there have been some tweaks and changes to ensure 

that we are staying in line with ever changing Government guidance and maximising the health and safety 

of our community. We hope that you will be reassured by our plans and our risk assessment will be 

accessible on our website. We understand that some of the new requirements are far from perfect, but 

we have spent a great deal of time trying to ensure the safety of our community, in parallel with resuming 

fantastic teaching, learning and enrichment opportunities. As always within this pandemic things will 

change, we will really need the patience and flexibility shown so far to continue into our new school year. 

Please check our website regularly for updates and do not hesitate to contact us if you require further 

information. 

‘Bubbles’ 

I am sure that you have heard the term ‘bubbles’ in the media. The aim is to reduce the amount of people 

each person comes into contact with for the minimum amount of time. With this in mind our Year 7 and 

Year 8 will be taught in their four different form groups and stay in one classroom for the majority of their 

lessons. Each year group will form one large bubble for lunch time and break time, but this will only be 

for up to one hour in a large space and often outdoors.  

Year 9 will be taught in five different classes and will largely stay in the same room. They will form a larger 

bubble with Year 10 for break and lunch. In order to ensure that our GCSE students can complete all of 

their options, Year 10 and 11 will move classrooms, but will be kept in two different areas of the school 

where possible. Year 11 will be in their own bubble for break and lunch. Where bubbles will use the same 

space or resources there will be thorough cleaning in between groups. 

 

 



Attendance and punctuality 

We are expecting full attendance of all our students starting back in September. The students have missed 

months of schooling and we are anxious to get them back to lessons and catching up. We understand that 

students do become ill and we would ask that you stick to the normal policy of calling the Academy every 

day that your child cannot attend. It is vital that if your child or anyone in your household is experiencing 

Covid-19 symptoms that you remain isolated and get tested. Please keep us informed. If your child 

experiences Covid-19 symptoms at school we ask that you arrange for them to be collected as soon as 

possible. We want to avoid a situation where we need to send a whole bubble home due to the virus. 

Please ensure that we have the minimum of two emergency contacts for your child and that you update 

us if details change. If you have any particular concerns regarding your child’s individual health conditions 

please contact your child’s Progress Leader or email safeguarding@harborneacademy.co.uk. 

In order to support us with keeping the bubbles separate please ensure that your child arrives punctually 

in the morning, between 8.15am and 8.30am and goes straight to their designated area via the 

appropriate entrance. Year 7 and Year 8 to the atrium via the main doors, Year 9 and 10 to the canteen 

and Year 11 to the library. Staff will be on duty to support this. Please do not send your child to school 

before 8.15am. 

Uniform and masks 

We will expect all students to wear their full school uniform and school shoes (black, not trainers). We 

will not be able offer changing facilities for Physical Education (PE) during our first half term. The PE team 

will adapt their curriculum and the expectation is that students will change to trainers and remove their 

ties and blazers for PE lessons. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you need support or guidance with 

uniform requirements. We strongly recommend the use of masks in the Academy building. Please ensure 

that masks are either plain fabric masks or the blue/white surgical masks and that your child is aware of 

the correct use and removal of masks. There is guidance on mask use in the Covid-19 section of our 

website and we have a plentiful supply of surgical masks in the Academy for your child’s use if they require 

one. 

Travel to and from the Academy and the end of the Academy day 

Please support your child to wear a mask if they are using public transport, we will have masks in school 

to help. We have plenty of space to lock bikes and store helmets if students would prefer to travel to 

school in this way. If you are dropping and picking up your child/children please use the side roads around 

the Academy and do not block our drive. Staff will be on duty to support social distancing at the end of 

the day. It is imperative that the area at the bottom of the drive is clear of students and cars to prevent 

too much mixing or any accidents. The end of the day will be staggered with year groups being dismissed 

between 2.45pm and 3.15pm, starting with year 7. There will be staff on duty to facilitate this. Please be 

patient and allow for distancing at the end of the school drive. 

Behaviour 

In order to ensure the health and wellbeing of our whole community we need our students to support us 

with mature behaviour and by following all instructions. You will find a copy of our Home-School 

Agreement in your child’s planner, please read this with your child and sign it. We will be continuing to 

run detentions after school, in separate areas for each bubble, if your child is required to attend detention 
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you will receive a text message. Please support us with this and bear in mind that this will extend their 

day by up to an hour. 

Break and lunch times 

Our two canteen areas can be organised to support the three bubbles having separate lunches with 

cleaning between. We will still be offering a hot lunch daily to all students. We are now able to offer 

catering at break time however this may be limited for at least the first half term, please ensure your child 

has a water bottle and snack if needed prior to lunchtime. In order to promote social distancing we may 

not be able to keep all students inside in the case of rain or cold weather, please ensure your child has a 

warm, waterproof coat for the winter months. 

IT and Home Learning 

We are putting as many provisions as possible in place to keep all staff and students in the Academy, 

however it may be that due to circumstances beyond our control, full or partial closures may occur again. 

We would like to ensure that we are prepared for this eventuality. Your child will be issued with all log in 

details to our on-line resourcing and we will be checking that they are utilising these on a weekly basis. If 

you need any help with this or your child does not have IT access please inform your child’s Progress 

Leader. If we can support with equipment we will do and if not we will ensure that if a closure were to 

happen that your child is allocated with paper based study materials. 

Visiting the Academy 

We are requesting that you do not come to the Academy without an appointment. Where possible please 

try to deal with matters arising via telephone or email. We will respond to any non-urgent requirements 

with 48 hours. If we do need you to attend the Academy we request that you make an appointment, wear 

a mask and provide us with contact details for track and trace purposes. We will also ask you to complete 

a ‘Visitors Declaration Form’. 

Hygiene and equipment 

The most effective way to keep Covid-19 at bay is regular and thorough handwashing. We will have 

separate toilets for each bubble and we have hand sanitisers all around the Academy and welcome 

students to bring their own if required. We will issue all students with basic stationery as they will not be 

able to share. Resources that can be shared will be cleaned regularly and thoroughly. 

We hope that this letter addresses any queries you may have, but if you require any further information 

or have any worries or concerns please do not hesitate to contact us via phone, email or text message.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Yours sincerely, 
 

S. Ross 
Sarah Ross 
Deputy Head Teacher 

  


