


Message from the Headteacher 
I would like to start with my thanks on behalf of the whole Harborne Academy community to Sue Woodward, 

for her support and leadership over the past year, in what I think may have been one of the most difficult 

years in education and for the academy. I am delighted that she is going to be our Chair of Governors from 

September 1st. On behalf of Harborne Academy I would like to give our thanks and our good wishes to Tony 

Dennant, the current Chair of Governor as he leaves us after 11 years to enjoy his retirement.  

I am extremely proud and excited to be starting my journey as Head Teacher at Harborne Academy. As the 
Deputy Head here for over four years I have been part of an amazing team of staff, students, parents and  
governors who are all working to ensure that Harborne Academy is a positive, welcoming and successful place 
for students and staff. 
 
Throughout the past two academic years we have had to adapt everything, from teaching and learning and       
enrichment, to our building to meet Covid requirements and ensure the safety of our community. This has 
meant restricted access to the site for parents and carers. We can’t wait for the restrictions to be lifted so that 
we can meet our new Year 7 cohort and their families and to welcome back the parents and carers of our    
older students. We will be maintaining our hand sanitising stations, ensuring good quality ventilation             
throughout the school and will continue to follow any guidance produced by the Government or Local         
Authority to ensure we continue to be a safe place for the whole community.  
 
I am currently working on the strategy for Harborne Academy, it will cover the next five years and set out our 

vision for what we hope the school can achieve. I would really value your feedback as parents and carers and 

will be sending a survey around to gain your opinions and ideas. In September, we are hoping to run some 

parent forums to hear these in person. 

Parental engagement and communication is a key objective for the academy and I am really keen to meet 

with you and hear your views on how we can improve. We are starting with a focus on improving our          

reporting to you regarding your child’s progress. We know that Covid-19 will have impacted on many of our 

students progress and we will do all we can to ensure that they can catch up in a sustainable, calm and          

focussed way while still enjoying all of the exciting activities school has to offer.   

The academy is undergoing a series of renovations and improvements over the summer holiday. We are         

creating a brand new reading room, the EAL room has had a full makeover, we have replenished and               

revitalised our library and we have employed a brand new careers advisor to lead careers guidance for all of 

our   students. We are hugely excited to be having a 3G pitch built in our playground. We will be dedicating 

this to Dea-John Reid our student who was tragically killed in May, his death has had a real impact on the 

academy and we are striving to ensure that his memory and legacy is celebrated in our school 

I would like to personally thank you for all your patience, support and compassion this year.  I know the               

frustrations and anxieties that the pandemic has brought and the impact that has had on students and               

parents. Please rest assured that we will do everything we can to make the academy safe and ensure a full 

school experience over the next academic year. 

All that remains for me to say, is have a lovely and safe summer break and I am very much looking forward to 

working with you. 

 



 

 

As part of a nationwide athletics talent spotting programme, Harborne Academy 
was visited by an England athletics coach (Martin Owen) two weeks ago.  

Unfortunately, most of the school were  self-isolating, however, year 8 were still in 
school so the PE team selected some students to work with the coach. 

Martin was very impressed with the attitude and ability demonstrated by our 
young budding athletics as he put them through their paces for sprinting, long 
jump and shot putt. 

He was so impressed that he selected three students for the street to stadium            
programme which begins this week at Birmingham University track: 

 

Divin Baka 

Rute Manico 

Umar Nawaz 

 

Congratulations to all three and who knows, with dedication and hard work we 
may see a future Olympian some day!! 



Pupils in  Year 8 and Year 11 were given 

the opportunity to work through a      

bespoke session around understanding 

money management, budgeting and 

debt. 

Harborne Academy has completed 

its first Chess Championship. 

With some fantastic efforts from 

brilliant players we are pleased to 

crown Mohammed Shamsi 10B our 

Chess Champion  

and Omar Aouj 

our runner up! 

A select few students in years 7 and 

8 at Harborne Academy have been 

taking part in an online tutoring 

programme called Maths-Whizz. 

Well done to Ubayed Irfan Ahmed 

7B for making the most progres-

sions on MathsWhizz! 

MathsWatch is an online resource giving 

our students access to video tutorials 

which explain topics  - like having a maths 

teacher available 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week! 

Well done to Luwam Haile 7C who has 

managed to clock the most minutes on 

MathsWatch over the last year! 



Year 7 and Year 8 students recently 
enjoyed a taster of ‘Out of the 
Deep Blue’ by the Autin Dance 

Company. 

This spectacle tells the magical   
story of EKO the sea giant who    
rises from the deep ocean and          

encounters, on the shore, a little 
girl called ᐯiolet. 



The choreography is a             
larger-than-life ‘pas de deux’ 
using dance theatre and     
movement as storytelling tools 
and is set to a mesmerising 
musical soundscape. 

EKO, the 4m high puppet was 
controlled by six actors,            
dancers and puppeteers and 
was constructed using the     
debris that is often found in 
our oceans. 

If you’d like to see the full          
story of EKO and Violet for 
free, it will be performed at 
the MAC in Cannon Hill Park on 
Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th 
August. 





All students have been given to complete:  

 

 English flash cards and revision guides 

 A Science workbook to complete addressing some of their gaps 

from their mocks 

 Three maths exam papers to complete 

 English language speaking preparation – which will be recorded in 

September  as part of their GCSE exam 

 English Literature texts, An Inspector Calls and Macbeth, for them 

to annotate. 

 

Thanks Mrs Mal 



Chair of Governors 
  
The staff and Governing Body wish to say goodbye and a huge thank you to its Chair 
of Governors, Mr Tony Dennant who has been a Governor at the Academy for over a         
decade and who retires from the board at the end of this academic year.  Tony has 
been passionately committed to the Governing Body.  As Chair of Governors for a  
number of years, he has led the Academy through many changes and                         
improvements.  We thank him for all of his support and wish him all the very best.  
 
   
 
  
Retiring Governors 
  
 

We also thank Ms Jeanette Prole and Mr Hafeez Din who are also stepping down 
from the Governing Body for their time, support and commitment and wish them all 
the best going forward. 
 
 
 
 
New Appointments  
  
The Governing Body has appointed Ms Sue Woodward as Chair of Governors from      
September 2021.  Sue has been a fully committed governor for a number of years 
with extensive knowledge and experience in the education sector and in-depth 
knowledge of the Academy especially having been Interim Executive Lead over the 
past year.       
  
A number of new governors have joined the Governing Body during this year – Ms           
Fiona Yardley, Ms Nakai Dziya and Ms Deborah Cole.  We welcome them to the 
board and thank them for sharing their experience and expertise to lead the             
Academy on its continuous journey of improvement and development.   
 



David Brown from Graffiti.com came in to the Academy 

to work with the students to create some graffiti art.  

He discussed the heritage of graffiti art and the laws 

and permissions around creating  artwork.  



David commented on how lovely it was to work with our            

students and how engaging they were with the artwork. The 

students were so enthusiastic to finish their work that they 

stayed late and used their breaks and lunchtime to complete 

it.  

All of the students work was displayed until the end of term 

in the atrium, they have now be able to take this home           

however the central design created by David will remain up in 

the atrium.   



 

On behalf of all the staff at the Academy we hope 

you have a lovely summer!  

 

We are looking forward to welcoming you back in         

September! 

 

  



In Loving Memory of Dea-John Reid 

11.12.2006 to 31.05.2021 


