
 

 

 

 

 

Summer School 2020/2021 

 

Aim of the Programme was to deliver a short summer school with a blend of academic education and 

enrichment activities. 

Total Income £32,930 

Week 1 
23rd July to 27th July. 
 
There were three key reasons for running the Summer School for Harborne Academy students: 

1. To provide students with access to practical subjects that they had missed for the previous year 
2. To develop key skills that would prepare students for the next academic year 
3. To provide students with much needed enrichment and a positive end to what had been a difficult year. It 

was a joy to see students producing outcomes they were proud of, whether that be pizzas, handmade books, 
tea-light holders or beautiful works of art. 

 

All of the food, art and technology based activities were extremely successful and positively received by all students. 

Overview of Activities: 

Design and Technology (DT) (21st and 22nd July): 
Students spent two days in the DT workshop, working on  designing and making skills. They will had the opportunity 
to make tea light holders from a range of materials. Using design strategies to help them to be creative and 
innovative. Throughout the two days, students were able to use a range of hand tools and machinery to create their 
chosen design, aiming for an excellent quality finish.   
 
Food Practical (21st – 23rd July): 
Students took part in food workshops - each day students developed their cooking skills by using various ingredients 
and techniques with the aim to build up a 'bank' of recipes they can cook at home for their families and friends. 3 
days were open to all KS3 students and participating students will become food ambassadors within their year 
group.  
 
Geometric Art (22nd and 23rd July): 
Working with an artist, students used a compass and straight edge to create a geometric composition that, over two 
days, was brought to life to by experimenting with colour and choosing the shapes and elements from the visual 
layers.  
The patterns came from traditional Islamic geometric compositions found within Islamic art and architecture 
worldwide. These patterns engender the language of symmetry, repetition, infinite weave and movement that one 
sees in the natural world. Geometric forms have been used by all cultures, traditions and civilizations as they 
represent the universal language of mathematics. The fundamental link between proportion and beauty. 
 
Choir (26th and 27th July): 
Students spent 2 days with the Music department exploring different genres of choir music, from pop to classical. 
Students had the opportunity to work in small groups creating harmonies through the use of their voice. Students 



will came together as one larger group and learnt 2 songs whilst also being given the opportunity to learn new and 
exciting techniques for singing.  
 
Bookbinding (26th July): 
Students created a set of beautiful handmade books using a range of techniques and materials, including handmade 
papers. The books made could be used as notepads, art or for special occasions. Students participating were given 
the opportunity to bring their own paper, with which to cover their books, or choose from the stock provided.  
 

Total expenditure to deliver the above £15,500 
 

Week 2  
23rd August to 27th August 
 
The Academy invited the new year 7 students to a transition week at the academy to: 

 Build a community with their fellow pupils 

 Forge relationships 

 Familiarise themselves with their new school environment 
 

MAIN AIMS OF THE PROGRAMME  

XLR8 is a transition programme designed by Evolve to address the issues pupils face when transitioning from primary 

to secondary school. Evolve's main aim is to educate and support both pupils and their parents/carers with regards 

to the challenges faced during this period and the best ways to prepare for and deal with these changes.   

The programme was used to reduce the impact the educational regression sometimes experienced when children 

(particularly Ever 6 and LAC pupils) transfer to secondary school.  

To reduce inactivity during the summer holidays by using an active learning approach 

 

Total expenditure to deliver the above £17,430 
 
Total overall expenditure to run summer school was £32,930 


