
       

                                                                         25th May 2018 

Message from Mrs Elbaz - Head  Teacher  
 

We have had a very fulfilling Spring term and welcome to the Summer term.  

This year has seen significant developments in all aspects of our educational  

provision as we have sought to maximise the strengths that exist and address 

areas of development. I am enormously grateful to all my colleagues at Harborne 

who have shown such a tremendous amount of pride, passion, performance  and  

professionalism across the year. The staff have worked extremely hard so that 

we can secure success for our examination cohorts and build strong foundations 

for our lower school students. The mantra “Exceptional learning for  

exceptional students” has reverberated around the school for the academic 

year which will ensure that outstanding outcomes are secured for all our  

students. We pride ourselves on ‘every lesson must be a good lesson’, and  

‘if it isn’t good enough for our own children; it isn’t good enough for Harborne  

students’. 
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In this issue 

Harborne Academy Summer Term Newsletter 

 “Exceptional learning for exceptional students”  

                                       This term we have been vigilant on preparing the students for examination  

                                       success.  Having worked so hard for so long, it is crucial we do all we can to  

                                       support the students in the run up to the exams. If you have a child in  

                                       Year 11 or Year 13, please keep a close eye on how their revision is going.  

All students should be working very hard for those challenging exams. Please continue praising and  

congratulating your child in all that they do. Positive encouragement and praise can enhance one’s  

wellbeing and self-esteem and it is something that we value and strive to promote at Harborne.  

The exam timetable is available on our website.  

 

Thank you all for your continued support. We hope that you all have a relaxing half term. Students return 

back after the half term on Monday, 4th June 2018. 

 
 



 

 

 

Safeguarding poster  



 

 

 

 

 

Harborne Academy is committed to safeguarding and meeting the needs of our students. If you have any 

concerns about a chid, please report it to: 

Safeguarding Update 

            Mrs Sarah Ross                              Mr Kevin Keelan 

 Lead Designated Safeguarding Lead               Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 

  

                                   Email : safeguarding@harborneacademy.co.uk  

Lockdown Procedure  

 

As part of safeguarding our school community, we have also introduced a lockdown procedure. Staff 

have been notified of the procedures and these will be shared with the students during the course of the 
Summer Term. The procedure will be practised to check that it is fit for purpose. 

 

There are different reasons why we may need to carry out a lockdown, these could include: 
 

 A reported incident or civil disturbance in the local community 

 A warning being received against a local risk of air pollution 

 An intruder at the school site with the potential to pose a risk to students, staff and visitors 

 A major fire close to the school 

 The close proximity of a dangerous dog roaming loose 

 

Such incidents are extremely rare, and it is important that we do not overreact or spread panic  

especially with our students. We would appreciate if you are able to reassure your children. However,  

it is wise to have emergency procedures in place. 

 

In an emergency we would keep parents/carers updated as promptly as possible, via the website or a 

text message. In the unlikely event of emergency or lockdown you can help us by following these  

guidelines below: 

 

 If you do hear a message that something is going on, please don’t panic 

 In the event of a lockdown please do not come to the school, you may put yourself in danger 

 Likewise, please do not try to phone the school as we will need to keep our lines free for  
      communication with emergency services. 

 

 

Thank you all for your support in this matter.  



Music News 

 

Tuesday afterschool - Maths 

 

Wednesday  afterschool - Science 

 

Thursday afterschool - English 

 
 

 

 

The Harborne Academy Soul Band gave their debut 

performance outside of school at the fourth Mayfly 

Festival – the biggest yet! 

As one of the largest participating ensembles, our  
students confidently delivered a stunning performance 

and performed three  technically demanding songs 

with style and flair. 

 
The band, which comprises of students aged from 11 

to 15 won the crowd on the day, and really worked to 

proudly shine a light on the fabulous array of talent 

that our academy has to offer. 

 
It has been a fantastic experience for our students and 

they came back self-motivated and confident. 

                                                                                                                Mr Wheatley 

                                                                                                                 Head of Music 

Year 10 Revision  

 
 



 

 

 

Absence slips 
 

If your child has an appointment or leaves school early, 

we issue them with absence slips. These absence slips are 

for your child’s safety so please ask them to hold on to 

them until they reach home. Otherwise the students 

could be picked up by community officers and brought 

back to school.  
 

Important information  
 

ParentPay 
 

In our continued effort to remove cash and cheques from the Academy we are hoping all parents will 

use our e-payment system ParentPay. This is the Academy’s preferred method of payment. Your child 

has been given a letter with your unique username and password. 
ParentPay is a free service for you to use and you can pay for P.E kits, planners, school ties, trips and 

revision guides for Years 10 & 11. Any queries, please email:   

parentpay@harborneacademy.co.uk  

 

Items banned in the Academy  
 

 

Please note that fizzy drinks are not  

allowed in the Academy as they affect  

both mental health and cognitive functions. 

 

 

 

Speed limit on site 
 

Please note that we have a 5 MPH limit if you are driving into the Academy’s car park. The safety of our 

students is paramount and  your support in this regard is appreciated. 

 

 

Drayton Manor Reward Trip Years 7-10 & Year 12-13 

 

After a successful academic year, the Academy would like to celebrate all our students’ hard work and 

efforts with a reward trip to Drayton Manor Park. Letters along with your ParentPay logins have gone 

out and if your child has not brought a letter home please email enquiry@harborneacademy.co.uk.  

Date: Wednesday 11th July 2018 

Year Groups: 7, 8, 9, 10, 12 & 13 

Cost: £23 (unfortunately this is non-refundable), which includes the entry ticket and coach transport  

Time: Departing at 9:30am from the Academy and return at approx. 5:15pm  

 

Payment can be made using ParentPay, which is the Academy’s preferred method of  

payment. Please return the reply slips by Monday 4th June 2018. 

 

Cash/Cheques along with the reply slips need to be sent in a sealed envelope with your 

child’s name to Finance Reception which is open before school, break times, lunch times 

and after school.  

 

Students attending will be expected to have good behaviour and should not be on Stage 4 or above of 

the Behaviour Matrix. Should any incidents occur that lead us to feel that any student will impede the 

enjoyment of the day for others, they will be removed from the visit.  

 



 

Year 9 and 10 GCSE Geography students visited Kingswood Field Centre on the beautiful Norfolk Coast. The aim 

of this residential was to enrich the learning that has taken place in class on coastal managing by seeing it in real life. 

  
Students spent a whole day visiting the villages of Bacton, West Runton and the town of Sheringham where they 

were able to buy traditional fish and chips during their lunch! At each location the students drew field sketches, 

completed a cost benefit analysis, filled in a bipolar evaluation and discussed potential conflict in between different 

user groups.  

 

The students got to see first-hand how devastating the power of the sea has been for the coastal communities. 

It was not all hard work! Back at the field centre the students enjoyed non-stop activities including bouldering,  

archery, Jacobs ladder, nightline, an obstacle course and laser. Even the teachers took part and were competitive! 

  

The humanities department look forward to organising the trip again so if you are a geographer, watch this space! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   Kingswood  Trip ~ 25th-27th April 2018 

   Student Council reward trip 
On Wednesday, 9th May our student council members were treated to a special end of term trip to Bowlplex,  

Birmingham. The afternoon involved bowling games, food and lots of fun and laughter.  Fun was had by all and the 

only complaints were, could they go for longer and have more bowling!!  

Student Council  
 

Congratulations to the new head boy Benito Essex and head girl Julia Grams on their recent  

appointment . We wish them all the best in their new roles. 



 

 

 

 

 
Yr11 NCFE Food and Cookery students were given a scenario (as part of their V-Cert coursework) to cook a two 

course menu for the teacher or member of staff that has helped and supported them, guided them to improve and 

achieve or just been there for them. After much debate and thought the following teachers and members of staff 

were chosen by the students: Miss Barrett, Mrs Dhillon, Mr Singh, Miss Thomas, Mrs Piddock & Mr Smith. 
 

Students were very anxious on the day as they did not want to let down the staff as they had chosen their menu  

beforehand but more importantly not to make them ill. They worked with a focus to succeed and a steely  

determination to complete the task within the 2 hour time limit. Students decorated a table in the food room to 

give a restaurant feel to the occasion with the added bonus of sparkling fruit drinks (non-alcoholic).  
 

They worked independently but also as a team as all students served their main course roughly at the same time. 

The food was served by the students and the invited staff appreciated how each plate was presented; all enjoyed 

their chosen dish and the chat started to flow which enhanced the experience for the students as it felt that this 

would be the atmosphere if their food was served in a real restaurant. The students were very professional as they 

did not chat amongst themselves or stop to eat plates of food. 
 

Plates were taken away and the desserts were served with gasps of delight from the invited staff; these were soon  

demolished with cries for a 2nd helping. There was a great buzz at the end in which the invited staff wished that this  

experience could be repeat again and a round of applause was given. The students left very tired but elated that 

their efforts were really appreciated.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotes from staff 
 

”Dessert was perfect – brownie was crispy on the 

outside and soft in the middle”  

“Pleasure to be part of this experience – real African / 

Jamaican flavours” 

“The meal itself was delicious” 

“My meal was well prepared, cooked and presented” 

“I enjoy spicy food and this hit the mark” 

“Really enjoyed the meal and the experience – look at 

the empty plates” 

Scenario 

 

An act of thanks and kindness! 

You are near the end of your school career and your food and cookery teacher has suggested that you cook a 

thank you meal for one member of staff that you feel has supported you the most over your time at school. In 

order to do this you will need to research, plan, cook, serve, clear away taste and evaluate a two course menu 

which can be cooked in two hours. Each dish should be suitable for your chosen Teacher; the main course 

should reflect the ‘Eatwell Guide’ and show a range of preparation and cooking skills.  

Come dine with me ! 

WELL DONE 

 

Jane Ampofo, Ola Bielach, Shaima Mohammed 

Nomeda Raupelyte & Thomas Reeves 

*Mara Viana – who cooked for her invited  

member of staff the next day as she was too ill to 

cook on the day. 



 
 

Dates for your diary 
 

15th June - Year 11 leaving assembly 
 

18th-20th June - Geography Trip Year 10 
 

22nd June - Year 11 Prom - Regis Hotel 
 

26th June - Year 10 mocks start 
 

26th June - Year 8 HPV vaccinations 
 

27th June - Year 9 Careers Taster Day at BMET 
 

28th June - Year 7 Parents Evening 3.45 pm-6.30 pm 
 

2nd & 4th July - Geography Physical trip to Shropshire 
 

3rd July - New Year 7 welcome evening 5.00-6.30 pm 
 

4th July - New Year 7 induction day 
 

6th July - PSHE Day 
 

11th July - Drayton Manor Reward trip Years 7-10,  Year 12 & 13 
 

13th July - Sports Day - Hadley Stadium  
 

20th July - Last day for students 
 

23rd & 24th July - Teacher Training days - Academy closed to students 
 

25th July - 31st August - Summer holidays 

 

23rd August - Results Day 
 

3rd & 4th September 2018 - Teacher Training days - Academy closed to students 
 

5th September - Autumn term 2018 starts - Students start back 


