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In this issue 

Harborne Academy End of Term Newsletter 

 “Exceptional provision for exceptional  learners”  

19th July 2018 

 

Message from the Head Teacher  
 

Thank you for the help and support given by everyone in our school  

community for making this year such a memorable and successful one. It has 

been lovely to see our motto, ‘exceptional provision for exceptional learners’ 

become further embedded into daily academy life.  

 

I would particularly like to thank the staff who have worked tirelessly to  

challenge, support, nurture and inspire all our students. We are blessed to 

have such a committed and great staff body. 

 

We have said goodbye to our Year 11 students; it was wonderful to see 

them grow into conscientious, articulate and bright young people and I wish 

them all the best for their future endeavours. I am looking forward to seeing 

them again when they receive their exam results on 23rd August 2018.  

 

We have had a very exciting and eventful summer term, and I hope you  

enjoy reading about some of the highlights in this newsletter! 

 

I look forward to welcoming students back after the summer holidays on 

Wednesday 5th September 2018 (Year 7 to Year 10) and  

Tuesday 4th September (Year 11). 

 

On behalf of Harborne Academy staff, I would like to wish you all an  

enjoyable and safe summer holiday! 

 
 



 

At the end of this term, we will be saying good bye to Mrs Sandbrook, Learning Mentor, 

who joined the Academy in November 1995. Mrs Sandbrook said she had mixed feelings and 

would really miss all of the students and staff.  We thank her for all her hard work and  

commitment to the Academy. We are all going to miss her and we hope that she enjoys her 

spare time doing all the things she enjoys. 

 

Saying Good bye to our longest serving staff member 

Show my Homework 

P.E. Kit 
From September 2018, Harborne Academy will no 

longer accepting payments for PE Kits. Our  

current uniform supplier Clive Marks will now be 

selling our PE Kits as well. You will find more  

information on Pages 6 & 7 of the newsletter or 

on the Academy’s website. 

 

 Interventions 2018 
 

English: Wednesdays 3pm - 4pm 

 

Maths: Thursdays 3pm - 4pm 

 

Science: Fridays 3pm - 4pm 

(By invitation only) 

Show My Homework will be operational from September 2018. You can check our website for a guide as 

to how often homework should be set by each subject. Remember that there will be some days where 

there is lots of homework and this will be balanced out by lighter days. If you have any queries about the 

amount or quality of homework that your child is receiving, please feel free to contact your child’s  

Progress Leader. Homework is a key driver of progress and we need your feedback to help to ensure 

that there is plenty of challenge in the tasks that we set. Please look out for a letter with more  

information.  

Reminders – Uniform & Appearance 

Ahead of the start of next year, we’d like to take this opportunity to remind students & parents of the  

expectations with regard to uniform & appearance: 

 Blazers should be worn when moving around the Academy building, but jumpers are optional.  

 Ties should be done to the waist. 

 All students need to be wearing a pair of black shoes that can be polished, as opposed to trainers or 

canvas shoes.  

 Brightly coloured hair extensions are not permitted, nor are extensions that go beyond the waist. 

 Headscarves should be black & all hair accessories discrete & black. 

Pouch bags should not be worn. 

 
 



 

As part of their GCSE course, students must take part in a study outside the classroom and beyond the 

school grounds on at least two occasions, in contrasting locations and in both physical and human  

geographical contexts.  

  

The Harborne geographers completed their first study looking at the environmental quality of  
Birmingham City Centre. This involved questionnaires, traffic counts and completing an environmental 

survey in three locations (Millennium Point, the Jewellery Quarter and Grand Central). Teachers were 

impressed with how they politely interacted with the public for their questionnaires. 

  

Study two was at Carding Mill Valley in Shropshire. Covering as much as 2,000 hectares of  

heather-covered hills, the students were in awe at how beautiful the landscape was, seeing rolling Hills,  

V Shaped valleys, interlocking spurs and meanders. The day bought everything they had learnt in the  

classroom to real life. They even got to walk alongside sheep! 

  

Now their both studies are complete, they are read for 50% of Paper 3. 

 

Mr. Caines 

Humanities department 

Carding Mill Valley Trip 



 

 

UKMT 2018 

Students from Year 7 and 8 at Harborne 

Academy competed against over 260,000 

pupils from across the UK when they  
completed the UKMT Junior Mathematics 

challenge earlier this year. We are very 
proud to say that 5 students were awarded 

bronze or silver certificates placing them 

amongst the top 40% of top performing 

mathematics students in the country. 

Students from Year 7 and 8 at Harborne Academy competed against over 260,000 pupils from across the 

UK when they completed the UKMT Junior Mathematics challenge earlier this year. We are very proud to 

say that 5 students were awarded bronze or silver certificates placing them amongst the top 40% of top 

performing mathematics students in the country. 

 

The certificates went to: 

Year 7 

 

Thomas Curwen  Silver, Best in year, Best in school 

Skye Reeves  Bronze 

Ishaq Hussain Bronze 

Keon Palmer           Bronze 

Year 8 

Helia Ahmadi Bronze, Best in Year 
 

Thomas Curwen was also awarded a Bronze certificate in the Intermediate Mathematics Challenge,  

an outstanding achievement, well done Thomas!      

                Mr Ohene & Miss Monroe 

                 Maths Department 



 

 
Harborne Academy enjoyed a sun baked day at Drayton Manor. 

 
The trip was enjoyed by 354 pupils and 33 staff as a celebration of all the hard 

work and achievement made at Harborne Academy this year. 

 
Well done to all students for your wonderful behaviour on a very exciting 

trip.  

Mr Fortune 

Assistant Head Teacher 

Drayton Manor Reward Trip ~ 11th July 2018 

Once again, on the last day of half term, we had the privilege to take a number of our most enthusiastic 

Year 7 readers to the Hay Festival, set in the beautiful Herefordshire countryside, on the Welsh border. 

Unlike the hot weather that we usually enjoy at Hay, there was torrential rain throughout the day;  

however, this did not dampen our spirits. Harborne students were treated to three inspirational  
seminars by the authors new to students, but also those whose work we have read this year. Sally 

Nicholls discussed her new book that tells the story of a young woman taking up the fight for women to 

win the vote. David Almond shared his thoughts on what it takes to be an author and reminded us of 

how lucky we are to be blessed with the power of imagination. Patrice Lawrence gave a wonderful talk 

about how her upbringing inspired her latest novel and that any of us has the potential to be a published 

author. We enjoyed Patrice’s seminar so much that we are hoping to bring her to Harborne Academy 

for the day to work with our students and provide them with some inspiration for their own writing.   
Mr Farrell 

English Plus Teacher  

HAY Festival ~ 25th May 2018 



 

School Uniform & PE Kit Supplier 



 

School Uniform & PE Kit Supplier 



 

 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paralympic gold medallist Ellie Simmonds joined students at Harborne Academy in her role as Active Kids  

Ambassador in conjunction with Sainsbury’s. 

    The London 2012 Paralympics swimming champion took part in a range of activities including dodgeball and 

handball with some Year 7 students. The feedback was extremely positive; the students all really enjoyed 

working with Ellie and got to ask her questions about school life and training during a Year 7 assembly,  

   some were even lucky enough to wear her medals form the games she has competed in. Ellie and her team 

were also full of praise for the way Harborne Academy hosted them and also the behaviour of the students. 

Ellie said she really enjoyed working with our students who were all very keen to learn new skills. 
     

    Visits like these will definitely be remembered by the staff and students for many years to come.  

     Mr. Tweedie 

Head of P.E. 

 

Ellie Simmonds Visit ~ 2nd July 2018 



Sports Day ~ 13th July 2018 

What a fantastic day we all had at Sports Day on Friday 13th July. The students all participated to the best of 

their ability and produced some excellent times for running or measurements for the field events. Most 

staff and students who I have spoken to already, have commented on how smooth the day went and how 

much they all enjoyed it. We introduced a new event this year; Archery for Year 7 and 8. All the students 

who participated really enjoyed shooting some arrows!  
On the track there were some impressive performances especially from the Year 10 students, sadly, this 

will be their last competitive sports day at Harborne Academy. Demarco Gayle came in first position for 

the 100m with a time of 12.12 and Shayla Stevens-Morrison was first back in the girls 100m with a time of 

13.78. Jaron Gordon took the 800m with an impressive time of 2.31 and in the girls 400m; Julia Grams was 

first back with a time of 1.20. 
Personally, I was particularly impressed with the student behaviour and levels of participation in each event. 

Students from Harborne Academy really did do themselves and the school proud on Friday 13th July. We 

will be doing it all again next year at the same venue so a date for your diary is 17th July, 2019. 

Have a great summer of sport. 

Mr. Tweedie 

Head of P.E. 

 
 



 

 

On Wednesday 20th June 2018, the Year 12 Applied Science group went on a field trip to Cannock Chase as 

part of their Unit 3 assignment.  

In the countryside there is a vast amount of land to explore; the place is well known for being a home to 

many different animals such as deer’s, foxes, cows, ducks and horses. 

There are also many opportunities to take part in activities that are not available in the city. These include 

group horse-riding, off road cycling tracks, rock climbing on large trees and walls and playing on a golf course.  

Whilst they were there, they practised various sampling techniques in order to collect data about the  

population of plants growing in a rural area. The techniques they used involved kick sampling to investigate 

the invertebrates; they also inspected different types of plants and were able to successfully identify them  

using a plant index. 

Overall the trip was an excellent experience for the students and accompanying staff members to become 

more experienced in the field of biology. Furthermore the students themselves were able to improve their 

scientific research skills which will be beneficial to them in the remainder of their course. 

 

 

The Year 7 boys played a fixture against Aston Manor Academy and demonstrated a great performance.  

Unfortunately they did not manage the win and the final score was 4-1 although Mr Challender was proud of 

the effort, enthusiasm and positivity the boys demonstrated. They were able to play some brilliant football 

and was a real good performance for their first fixture against another school.  

Man of the Match was Jordan Campbell for his outstanding goal keeping as he made some 

phenomenal saves and played very confidently.  

Year 12 Trip ~ 20th June 2018 

Year 7 Football News 



 

 

Prom ~ Park Regis Hotel 22nd June 2018 

The 2018 Year 11 prom was a lovely evening. All 

students looked lovely and it was clear that a 

huge effort had been made. It did not take them 

long to all get on the dance floor and dance  

together and this was enjoyable to observe.  

 
Prom queen went to Shania and Prom king went 

to Noah and Dalvyn. 

 
A huge thanks to Mrs Ferris for organising such a 

wonderful evening for the Year 11’s to enjoy. 



 

 

Prom ~ Park Regis Hotel 22nd June 2018 



 

 

Information for Year 10 & Year 11’s for September 2018 

                     Year 10’s have been given summer homework for the following  

                      subjects: English, Maths, Science and Humanities.  

 

Your child has the chance to get a cinema ticket as long as they hand in all four  

pieces of homework by Wednesday 5th September 2018. 

 

 

Upcoming Events  

 
Tuesday 3rd September: Year 11 Study Skills workshop by Learning Performance. 

Please ensure your child attends school in full uniform and are equipped with stationery for the day.  

 

Any questions or concerns about Year 11, please email me at remy.mal@harborneacademy.co.uk.  

 

STEM Event ~ 16th July 2018 

22 Year 10 students did us proud at a STEM engineering workshop organised by engineers from BCU at 

Think tank. They experienced the work of engineering robots but also designing a mitral valve found in 

the heart. The teamwork, problem solving skills and competitiveness was amazing!  

Well done to Demarco, Kelvin, Kwebena, Mohammad, Atef, Dunia and Alex.  

Watch out for these future engineers… 

 

 
 

Miss Hussain 
Director of Science 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

20th July - Students finish at 1pm  

 

23rd & 24th July - Teacher Training days - Academy closed to students 

 

25th July - 31st August - Summer holidays 

 

16th August - A Levels & BTEC Results Day 9am-11am  

 

23rd August - GCSE Results Day 9am-12pm 

 

3rd September - Year 11 Study skills workshop 8.30am-3.00pm 

 

3rd & 4th September - Teacher Training days - Academy closed to students 

 

5th September - Autumn term 2018 starts         Years 7 & 11 at 8.35am    

                                                                       Years 8-10 at  11.20am 

 

Harborne Academy 

Phone: 0121 4642737    

Website: www.harborneacademy.co.uk   

Email: enquiry@harborneacademy.co.uk 

Dates for your diary 



 

Student Council  
 

Congratulations to the new head boy Benito Essex and head girl Julia Grams on their recent  

appointment . We wish them all the best in their new roles. 

 


