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Safeguarding at Harborne Academy  

Harborne Academy is committed to safeguarding and 

promoting the welfare of children. If you have any 

safeguarding concerns relating to any of our students, please 

contact us by calling the Academy and asking to speak to a 

DSL (Designate Safeguarding Lead) or by emailing:  

safeguarding@harborneacademy.co.uk. 

It seems difficult to believe but, next week, on March 23rd, it is exactly two years since the first Lockdown. As 

teachers sailing in unchartered waters, our attention at the time rightly focused on ensuring our students were 

safe, and that we were able to maintain learning.  

 

What we were soon reminded of was that school life is about so much more than what takes place during lessons. 

This has been something that we have been reminded of again over the last two weeks, through our STEM 

Fortnight. Enrichment is vitally important to a student’s academic and social development and we are so proud 

that Harborne Academy offers such an incredible range of clubs and activities for everyone to get involved with. 

It has been a privilege to see our passionate staff provide wonderful opportunities for Harborne students, from 

internationally renowned mathematicians, to robots; from code breaking, to visits to Cadbury World (yes, this was 

all in the name of Maths!). We are sure that the activities have brought inspiration, joy and meaningful learning 

experiences to those involved. My personal favourite has to be our Guardian of the Atrium, ‘Epsom’, built by our 

ingenious Year 7s from what looks like a 1980s gadget shop! As it was our STEM Fortnight, on page 3, we thought 

you might like to see some of the numbers involved. Calculators permitted! 

It hasn’t just been all Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. Mr Tweedie and Mrs Oakley took a group of 

students to the world’s oldest and most prestigious badminton tournament – the All England Open at the Utilita 

Arena, Birmingham. On the theme of sport, to coincide with the launch of the Birmingham Commonwealth 

Games Cultural Programme, our Student Council have started planning what we’re sure will be an exciting series 

of events for the summer term. Watch this space! 

 

Finally, thank you to Mrs Simmons for leading this week’s fundraising for the Save the Children Ukraine Appeal, and 

to everyone who contributed to our Red Nose Day. 
 

Mr Farrell  
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THIS WEEK’S NEWS…STEM FORTNIGHT CONTINUES!   

BLETCHLEY PARK WORKSHOP 

The Young 

Gentleman’s 

Project 

 

Congratulations! 



  

 

THIS WEEK’S NEWS…. BY OLIVER!  

STEM Fortnight was an absolutely wonderful event for me. 

As somebody who wishes to become a Computing 

Engineer when I’m older, STEM is possibly what I enjoy the 

most. 

The Gizmobots was absolutely astonishing. The fact that 

we built a robot taller than me, with all kinds of “gizmos” 

from just a load of pieces of scrap that would’ve been left 

to rust is brilliant. It brought teamwork to us and let us all 

collaborate on one big robot, which turned out better 

than we expected! The best part of all was not only 

putting together the robot but taking apart the “retro” 

electronics to the bare frame, then brainstorming where it 

could go really set it apart from the other activities and I’d 

love to do it again (perhaps we could have an army of 

robots!?!). I think it might’ve been the best thing I have 

ever done so far in Harborne Academy (and there’s lots 

more to come!).  

The puzzle workshop was also just as wonderful. It really let 

us use our brains and solve puzzling puzzles. From 

attempting to put penguins on an unstable iceberg, with 

our bare pinkie-fingers, to putting small trapezoids into a 

hexagonal frame, trying not to get two colours touching, 

it brought together teamwork and problem-solving! 

 

 

Parking outside the Academy 

Unfortunately, we have regular instances of inappropriate stopping and parking outside of the academy. This is 

dangerous and puts our students and staff at risk. Please be reminded that it is illegal to stop and park:  

On double yellow lines;  

On zig zags; 

On pavements;  

Blocking driveways or dropped kerbs; 

In bus lanes; 

You should NOT stop or park at the bottom of the academy drive way, which should be kept clear at all times.  

Thank you for your co-operation.  

 

 WOAH! WE HAVE BEEN BUSY! 

600 Students visited our Careers Fair   

60 Engineers built bridges during the Epic Stem day long 

workshop    

180 Problem solvers took part in the Puzzle Co activities   

120 Codebreakers took part in the Maths Carousel 

45 Robotics engineers built Gizmobots 

40 Escapologists avoided being locked in an Escape Room  

12 Mathematicians participated in the B’ham University Maths 

Quiz   

24 Chocoholics visited Cadbury World 

40 Botanists visited the Botanical Gardens    

360 Students were inspired by Professor Nira Chamberlain  

240 Parachutists dropped eggs from the top floor of the 

academy 

1 Poor member of our site staff mopped up dozens of smashed 

eggs from the Atrium floor 

20 Pilots competed in our paper aeroplane flew paper 

competition 

480 Students gobbled up the Pi Day Challenge 

20 High flyers visited the Apprenticeship and Higher Education 

Fair 

During Tutor Time, 600 students forged links with the past by 

reading about the remarkable women chain makers of Cradley 

Heath 

600 Students experienced STEM based assemblies…twice! 
 


