Choices at 14
After a positive Taster Day last week you will be receiving your options booklets soon. It is time to have a think
about what subjects suit you and have the conversation with parents/guardians on your future pathway.

Some feedback from the Taster Day was that people did not understand the difference in
qualification types. Therefore, we have put a few slides together to support you.

GCSE’s
GCSEs are the main qualifications that young people do in key stage 4 (usually
this is in Y10 and Y11 but some schools start in Y9).
You will be able to choose some of your GCSE courses but there are
some compulsory GCSE subjects that everyone has to take.
•
•
•

English (English Literature and English Language or a single English GCSE)
Maths
Science (Combined Science or Individual Sciences)

Whatever you are planning to do in the future, it is now a requirement for you
to retake both maths and English GCSEs until you obtain a Grade 4 or above.
Optional subjects vary from school to school but you should be offered at
least one course in each of four groups of subjects…
•
•
•
•

Arts
Design and Technology
Humanities
Modern Foreign Languages

GCSE Grading
How GCSEs are assessed and graded
The way GCSEs are assessed and
graded was changed in 2017 to make
them more challenging. They are
now graded 1-9 (9 is the
highest). Grade 9 is higher than the
previous A*, a 4 is accepted as a pass
for most Level 3 college courses and
a 5 is regarded as a strong pass.
See table to find out how the new
system compares to the old system.

How GCSE grades can affect what qualifications you can do at 16
You may need to have a certain number of GCSEs at a specific grade to
apply to sixth form and this can vary from school to school depending
on what courses they offer.
Sixth forms that offer academic courses such as A levels may require
specific grades and these vary. For instance they may require 5 GCSEs
grade 6 and above and at least grade 6 and above in the subject you
want to study at A level.
These days, many sixth form and sixth form colleges offer a range of
different pathways that include more practical vocational courses
alongside A level - these may require lower entry requirements, for
example

•

4 GCSEs grade 5 and above for a combined programme of A level
and vocational subjects such as BTEC or Cambridge Technicals

•

4 GCSE grade 4 for practical and vocational subjects such as BTEC or
Cambridge Technicals.

How your GCSE grades can affect the courses and universities you can apply to.
Many universities will look at your GCSE grades when deciding whether to
offer you a place on their course. They used to look at AS level grades but
most students do not do this qualification any more so they are paying
more attention to GCSEs. Be aware that this isn't for all universities and
courses, but it is certainly the case for competitive courses.
Some university courses - like sciences, medicine and nursing - will be
looking for specific GCSEs in the science subjects with certain grades.
For example for
Medicine at the University of Manchester - for Medicine the entry
requirements are 7 GCSEs at grade 7, including English Language, &
Maths with at least two science subjects at grade 6
Psychology at the University of Bath asks for 'a strong set of GCSEs, such
as grade A*/8 or 9 in at least five relevant GCSEs or grade A/7 in the
majority of GCSEs.

Vocational (BTEC’s / OCR)
BTECs and OCR Cambridge Nationals are vocational
qualifications designed to give students the skills they
need to move on to higher education or to go straight
into employment.
By applying learning to real-life situations, these
qualifications offer a more practical approach than
traditional courses. They will have a combination of
coursework and exams.
Students have to undertake a number of units for which
they present evidence based on real-life work and
studies. This allows them to demonstrate their skills
and knowledge in practical situations. If you think you
would succeed better working in this way, the BTEC or
OCR Cambridge National route may be the one to
investigate.

How do they compare?

• Level 1 vocational qualifications build
confidence and help people prepare
for further learning and work.
• Level 2 vocational qualifications are
the equivalent of GCSE grades 9 to 4.
• Level 3 vocational qualifications are
equivalent to A levels.
• Level 4 and 5 vocational qualifications
are equivalent to a Foundation Degree.
• Level 6 vocational qualifications are
equivalent to an honours degree.

BTEC Grading
Grading
BTEC First learners receive a grade for each individual
unit (Distinction, Merit, Pass, or Unclassified). Next
generation BTEC Firsts also include a Level 1 pass at
unit and qualification level, and a Distinction* grade (at
qualification level only).
All internally assessed unit grades are subject to quality
assurance. This ensures that learners get the grades
they deserve and all centres assess every BTEC
assignment to the highest standard.

We calculate the final grade for a BTEC First by looking
at performance across each unit in the qualification
using a points-based scale. Each individual specification
contains details of how to grade each unit and calculate
the overall qualification grade.

Examples of BTEC Tech Grading

OCR Grading

Here is an example of OCR Cambridge National
grading in Sport Science course.

Video

Year 9 Choices – YouTube

Choosing your GCSE options
– YouTube

Career Advice on becoming
a views, ideas and
inspiration by Choices at 14
(Full Version) – YouTube

Example Pathway - DCR
For me to become a PE Teacher I followed the below pathway…
GCSE Options Taken
Maths
English Language
Science
English Literature
BTEC Sport
ICT
Food Technology
I-Media

National Extended
Diploma in Sport
Science Level 3 –
Sutton Coldfield
College

Ba (Hons)
Physical
Education –
University of
Wolverhampton

2 Years

3 Years

Post Graduate
Certificate in
Education (PGCE)
with Masters
Credits –
Birmingham City
University

1 Year

Concerns

If you have any concerns or questions then don’t
hesitate to ask. Come and find myself or Ms. Dhansey
and we will support you as much as possible.

