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INTRODUCTION AND TIMELINE 

 

Welcome to the Harborne Academy Option Booklet for 2022.   
  
We sincerely hope you enjoy the process of learning about the different courses and subjects we offer as well as having 
conversations about the future, including further education choices and possible employment routes.   
  
Choosing options for study in Key Stage 4 is an extremely important part of the year for our Year 9 students and 
therefore we devote time to supporting them in making the right decisions. The following dates represent the 
significant milestones along the way:  
  

 

As you can see, there is a great deal going on! Please note in particular the Options Evening 4.30pm to 7.00pm 
Thursday 27th January, to which all parents, carers and students are invited. We will also be running two virtual 
assemblies for those who cannot attend on Monday 31st January at 8.30am and 5.00pm. 
  
The following pages offer further clarification about how we organise Key Stage 4 as well as explaining the key staff 
involved in the options process which we trust you will find useful.   
 

 

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Friday 14th January 
Options Assembly – an introduction to the process 

Monday 17th January 

Subject Taster Day – an opportunity to try subjects not studied in Key Stage 3 

 

Book your Careers Meeting 
Careers Meetings – Book an appointment with Mr Richards to discuss your options 

Thursday 27th January 
Options Evening – students and parents/carers to attend 

? 

Thursday 10 February 
Final deadline for the return of options sheets 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

What is Key Stage 4?  

Key Stage 4 begins at the start of Year 10 and is two years of study leading to GCSE or equivalent qualifications (such 
as BTEC or Cambridge National, or WJEC). Many students go on from Key Stage 4 to study A-Levels in Sixth Form and 
others may go to college or begin employment coupled with training. Whatever our students decide to do, the choices 
they make now are very important. 
 

Why do students have to choose?  

There is not enough time in the curriculum to enable students to continue studying all of their Year 9 subjects to GCSE 
level therefore, they must opt and reduce the number of subjects studied. 
 

Why do students only have 4 choices out of the 9 subjects they study in Key Stage 4?  

Some subjects are classed as core which means it is a statutory requirement to study them up to GCSE level; this 
includes English, Maths, Science and PE. Schools are also encouraged by the government to ensure students take at 
least one other subject from the English Baccalaureate to ensure a broad and balanced curriculum. 
 

What is the English Baccalaureate?  

The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is a set of subjects at GCSE that keeps young people’s options open for further 
study and future careers.  It is made up of subjects which are considered essential to many degrees and can open up 
a lot of doors:  

• English language and English literature 
• Mathematics  
• Combined science or triple science  
• History or geography 
• A foreign language 

 

Does this mean options subjects not included in the English Baccalaureate are less important?  

Absolutely not. We value all subjects as highly as each other and are particularly proud of our high achieving practical 
subjects. Students are strongly recommended to use their extended options to pursue their passions and the subjects 
they are most interested in. The core and options ensure students have a solid foundation for further study so they 
should not be afraid to choose a combination of art, drama and design technology (for example) if that is where their 
interests lie. As part of our commitment to strong CIAG (Careers, Information and Guidance) at Harborne Academy 
we will ensure that the students have the opportunity to discuss their option choices with their subject teachers, 
other curriculum leaders, the careers advisor and their year team. 

 

Why are GCSEs graded 9-1 now instead of A*-G?  

The government has reformed all GCSE and A-Level qualifications and they are now graded from 9-1 as well as being 
more challenging and having most of their assessment at the end of the 2-year course (see individual subject pages 
for more information). The new grade 9 is highly aspirational and will only be achieved by a small percentage of 
students across the country. To put the 1 to 9 scale into more perspective, a 4 is the equivalent of a C on the A* to C 
scale. 
 

What is a BTEC and a Technical Award?  

BTECs and Technical Awards are alternative qualifications to GCSE that are equally as challenging, but offer a different 
approach to learning. The final qualification (if passed at Level 2) is equivalent to a pass at GCSE. BTECs and Technical 
Awards are available in Business, Health & Social Care, Hospitality & Catering, iMedia and Sports Studies so students 
should talk to the relevant departments if they would like more information.  

 

Why is there a reserve option on the options form?  

Despite our best efforts, we cannot offer an infinite combination of subjects. Sometimes, students’ option choices 
will clash and we will have to ask them to study their reserve instead. Furthermore, if there are insufficient numbers 
of students selecting the course, it may not be financially viable to run it. With this in mind, we advise students to put 
as much thought into their reserve choice as they do into their other four. 
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What if students change their mind?  

We would hope this doesn’t happen! Students will all have received high quality guidance and input as part of CIAG 
with the aim of reducing anxiety or questioning choices. If students change their mind before the end of Year 9, they 
should see Mrs Mal (Assistant Head). Once the course has started, students will have to have a very strong reason 
for changing and no requests will be considered after the end of September as the courses will have started. In either 
case, course swaps are sometimes impossible due to timetable blocking and/or student numbers. 

 

Why do students only study 9 GCSEs?  

As GCSEs have been reformed to be more challenging with more scope for top grades (only the top 25% of those who 
previously achieved an A* will achieve a 9) and to have all the exams at the end of Year 11, we believe it would be 
too demanding for students to study more courses. It is better that they study fewer courses and achieve more highly 
than spread themselves too thin. No colleges, employers or universities stipulate more than 9 GCSEs as an entry 
requirement but they do stipulate specific grades. For a few students there may be the possibility to choose Further 
Maths GCSE which would take their GCSEs to 10. 

 

What about students who will struggle with GCSEs or equivalents?  

Any student that we feel needs support will have that at Key Stage 4. For a small number of students who may have 
started school later or do not have English as their first language we do offer Functional Skills Qualifications to support 
them. We tailor our curriculum to the needs of our students and will speak directly with the students and families 
that this affects. 

 

How can students ensure they are matching their GCSEs to their chosen career?  

Students should do as much research and take as much advice as they can. We have excellent careers advice within 
school and both students and parents can make an appointment with David Richards via the school reception.  

What if students don’t know what they want to do when they leave school?  

They do not need to worry about this! Our options process ensures a solid foundation for further study so we 
recommend that students focus on choosing the subjects they enjoy and do well at as that should ultimately lead to 
success.  

Final suggestions for students to consider when making their choices:  

• What do I enjoy studying? What are my strengths?  
• What way do I learn best and will the course suit me?  

• If I choose this option now, will it keep more options open for me later for further study, training or work? 

Some things for parents/carers to consider with students:  

• Some students might say they like a subject but really they believe it is an easier option. This isn’t true – all 
subjects will be demanding at GCSE level and students will have to work hard to gain a good qualification.  

• Some choose a subject to stay in the same class as friends but due to the size of our school and complex 
timetable, it is highly unlikely that this will happen. 

• Some students may be inclined to choose a subject because of the teacher but, again, due to the timetabling 
and potential staff changes, a specific teacher cannot be guaranteed.  

• Remember, GCSEs have changed a lot since your day! Your experience may be totally different to your son or 
daughter’s. Share your knowledge and experience but keep in mind as well that our students are preparing 
for a totally different world. 
 

Course selection information you need to know: 

• You cannot choose a language you did not study in Year 9  
• If you choose Triple Science this takes up one of your options  
• If your reserve depends on what other choices you are awarded, please write this clearly on your form  
• Think carefully about your choices - changing course is rarely possible  
• All subjects are challenging but some challenge you in specific ways (e.g. maths content in physics) – talk to 

staff about this during the option evening  
• Please note that Art & Design and 3D Design are considered the same qualification by the DfE so students can 

take one or the other but not both, this also applies to Business Enterprise and Business Studies and also Music 
and Music-Rockschool   
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KEY STAFF 

  
FOR ANYTHING RELATING TO THE OPTIONS PROCESS 

Role Name 

Assistant Headteacher -- Outcomes Remy Mal 

Head of Year 9 Rochelle Thomas 

Assistant Head of Year 9 Simeon Gordon  

Deputy Headteacher – Senior Link Year 9 Gregory Caines 

 

FOR SPECIFIC CAREERS AND FURTHER EDUCATION ADVICE AND GUIDANCE 

Role Name 

Careers David Richards 

 

SUBJECTS AVAILABLE 
 

The following pages give information on the subjects available: 

Core and Options Subject Pages Additional Subjects available on application 
5. English Language and Literature 
6. Mathematics 
7. Combined Science  
8. Triple Science 
9. Geography 
10. History 
11. French 
12. Art and Design 
13. 3D Design 
14. Business Enterprise 
15. Business Studies 
16. Design Technology 
17. Drama 
18. Health & Social Care 
19. Hospitality & Catering 
20. iMedia 
21. Music 
22. Music – Rockschool 
23. Religious Studies 
24. Sports Studies 

 

25. Further Pure Mathematics 
26. Home Languages 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 
Core GCSE 

Grade Set 

9 to 1 

 

 

 

 

  

In English Language and Literature you will learn about:  

• Non-fiction texts from the 19th to 21st century including speech 
writing, letters, travel writing, diary entries and articles 

• How to analyse a range of fiction texts including Shakespeare’s  
• Macbeth, Priestley’s An Inspector Calls and Dickens’ A 

Christmas Carol as well as poetry from the conflict poetry 
anthology  

• How to write in a variety of forms such as narrative 
descriptions  persuasive essays and letters  

• Developing presentation and discussion skills in front of an 
audience 

 

You will learn by: 

• Taking part in exploratory activities designed to develop confidence in both reading and writing 
• Being involved in group discussions, arguments and debates to develop critical opinions regarding 

literature   
• Building confidence in reading skills by encountering a range of non-fiction texts across three centuries  
• Having the opportunity to read and enjoy literature from a range of times and genres  
• Encouraging personal responses to language/literature texts through analysing unseen texts   
• Developing a precise and accurate writing style through practising technical aspects of written and 

spoken expression 

You will be assessed by:  

• English Language Paper 1: read one 19th century fiction text and complete one creative writing task- 1 hour 
and 45 minutes 

• English Language Paper 2: read and compare two 20th and 21st century non- fiction texts and complete one 
trasactional writing task- 2hours and 05 minutes. (100% of final grade) 

• English Literature Paper 1: -Shakespeare and post 19th century novel- 1 hour and 45 minutes 
• English Literature Paper 2 19th century text and poetry – exam lasting 1 hour 45 minutes (100% of final grade 
• Spoken language presentations (0%)  

 

Suggested Resources: 
www.audiopi.co.uk 
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
Pearson English Live Lessons: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBByqXsIp-
U&t=64s 
GCSE English Literature: a student's guide to An 
Inspector Calls 

 
 

 

Course specification & further information: 

Edexcel GCSE English Language and Literature – 

use the links below for more details: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualificatio

ns/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.html 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualificatio

ns/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.html  

 

A%3A1637674014027&ei=HuycYe2IAYWx8gKu0bnQAw

&oq=Pearson+edexcel+GCSE+English+Language+spefifi

ca&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAEYADIGCAAQDRAeMggIAB

AIEA0QHjIICAAQCBANEB46BwgAEEcQsAM6BQgAEIAEO

gYIABAWEB5KBQg8EgExSgQIQRgASgQIRhgAUN0GWNc

cYL04aAFwAngAgAG4AYgBogqSAQMyLjiYAQCgAQHIAQj

AAQE&sclient=gws-wiz&safe=active&ssui=on 

Where could English Language and Literature take you next?  

• The key English skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening are required in all academic courses and 
all careers 

• The study of English develops confidence both written and verbally  

The study of English can provide a life-long love of literature and you will achieve critical skills that are applicable 
in a wide range of contexts, such as law, journalism, teaching and professional writers. 

http://www.audiopi.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBByqXsIp-U&t=64s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBByqXsIp-U&t=64s
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.html
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MATHEMATICS 
Core GCSE 

Grade Set 

9 to 1 

 

 

  

In mathematics you will learn about:  

Developing your knowledge and understanding of Number, 

Algebra, Geometry and Statistics. At the centre of each 

topic, there is a focus on fluency, problem solving, 

reasoning, and real-life applications: Fluency in lessons is 

designed to enable recall and build confidence; Problem 

solving practice teaches students to strategise and solve 

issues related to real-life context; Reasoning develops 

students to articulate the processes leading to their 

answer. 

 
You will learn by: 
Solving problems and investigating patterns into 
mathematical methods 
 

• Teachers presenting well planned lessons 
• Differentiated tasks 
• Problem solving real life situations 
• Having access to trips and visits 
• Having access to online resources, 

ActiveLearn, MathsWatch and Maths Whizz 

You will be assessed by:  

The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9 to 1) in Mathematics is a tiered qualification. There are two tiers: 

• Foundation tier – grades 1 to 5 available 
• Higher tier – grades 4 to 9 available (grade 3 allowed) 

There are three papers, 1 hour and 30 minutes per tier, all equally weighted. 

Suggested Resources: 
 
Every year 7 student receives a Casio 
calculator from the Maths department. 
Students are expected to replace this 
calculator if damaged or lost. Students in 
year 9, 10 and 11 will receive revision 
material also. 

Course specification & further information: 

Mathematics is compulsory at Key Stage Four, developing skills 

taught at KS3. The following is key information regarding the 

course. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mat

hematics/2015/specification-and-sample-assesment/gcse-

maths-2015-specification.pdf 

 
Where could mathematics take you next?  

There is a demand for mathematicians and statisticians across a range of sectors. Mathematicians work in the 
petroleum and nuclear industries, medicine and health, IT, business consultancy, operational research, space 
science and astronomy as well as many forms of engineering. 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/mathematics 

 

 

Enrichment: 
We offer many avenues of enrichment via the maths 

department. Some include: 

• Network rail 

• Bletchley park visit and coding 

• Botanical Gardens and Cadbury World 

• Mathematical applications in the real world 

• Maths week activities 

• Chess club 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/specification-and-sample-assesment/gcse-maths-2015-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/specification-and-sample-assesment/gcse-maths-2015-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/specification-and-sample-assesment/gcse-maths-2015-specification.pdf
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/mathematics
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COMBINED SCIENCE 
Core GCSE 

Grade Set 

9 to 1 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

In Combined Science you will learn about: 

How all material in the Universe is made of very small particles.  

Changing the movement of an object requires a net force to be 
acting on it.  

The total amount of energy in the Universe is always the same 
but energy can be transformed when things change or are made 
to happen.  

The structure of cells that all living things are made from. 

Genetic information is passed down from one generation of 
organisms to another, and helps make us who we are. 

The diversity of organisms, living and extinct, is the result of 
evolution. 

You will learn by: 

• Teachers presenting well planned lessons, with many practical lessons to bring the learning to life 
• Group discussions to unpick key scientific ideas 
• Explaining real life using scientific models 
• Having access to trips to and visits from experts in their fields 
• Having access to online resource such as ActiveLearn and Focus Elearning 
• Developing an ability to critically analyse data and to come to logical conclusions 
 

You will be assessed by:  

6 exams at the end of year 11 

• 2 biology, 2 chemistry and 2 physics papers 

Each exam is 1 hour and 10 minutes long and makes up 16.6% of 
the qualification which is 2 GCSEs 

 

Course specification & further information: 

 

Edexcel Combined Science specification: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/GCSE_CombinedScience_Spec.pdf  
 

Where could Combined Science take you next?  

• A good grade in Combined Science shows colleges and employers that you have the ability to approach 
situations logically and apply information to a lot of different situations 

• You could go to college to do A levels in Biology, Chemistry and Physics, or a Level 3 BTEC in Applied 
Science 

• Engineering, research and careers in medicine require a sound knowledge of science  

 

Suggested resources: 

Students can purchase a Combined 

Science revision guide through ParentPay 

for £5. 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/GCSE_CombinedScience_Spec.pdf
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TRIPLE SCIENCE 
Core GCSE 

Grade Set 

        9 to 1 

 

 

 

 

  

In Triple Science: 

You will learn the same content and skills as our Combined Science 
students, but in addition you will have the extra lessons to gain 
three individual GCSEs instead of just two with Combined Science. 

In addition to topics covered in Combined Science, you will also 
learn about ideas such as: 

• Space and the universe 
• Nuclear reactors 
• The brain and the eye 
• Virus life cycles 
• Organic chemistry and quantitative analysis  

 

 

You will learn by: 

• Teachers presenting well planned lessons, with many practical lessons to bring the learning to life 
• Group discussions to unpick key scientific ideas 
• Explaining real life using scientific models 
• Having access to trips to and visits from experts in their fields 
• Having access to online resource such as ActiveLearn and Focus Elearning 
• Developing an ability to critically analyse data and to come to logical conclusions 
 

You will be assessed by:  

Biology – 2 exams (1 hr 45 minutes, each worth 50% of the GCSE) 

Chemistry – 2 exams (1 hr 45 minutes, each worth 50% of the GCSE) 

Physics – 2 exams (1 hr 45 minutes, each worth 50% of the GCSE) 

 

 Course specification & further information: 

Edexcel Biology Specification:  
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/GCSE_Biology_Spec.pdf  

Edexcel Chemistry Specification 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/GCSE_Chemistry_Spec.pdf  

Edexcel Physics Specification: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/GCSE_Physics_Spec.pdf  

 

Where could Triple Science take you next?  

• Good grades in biology, chemistry and physics shows colleges and employers that you have the ability to 
approach situations logically and apply information to a lot of different situations 
 

• You could go to college to do A levels in Biology, Chemistry and Physics, or a Level 3 BTEC in Applied 
Science 

 
• Triple science will mean you have more of the skills and knowledge required for A level than other 

students 
 

Suggested Resources: 

Students can purchase the revision 
guides for biology, chemistry and 
physics through ParentPay for £3 each 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/GCSE_Biology_Spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/GCSE_Chemistry_Spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/GCSE_Physics_Spec.pdf
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GEOGRAPHY 
Core GCSE 

Grade Set 

9 to 1 

 

 

 

  

In Geography you will learn about:  

• The country in which you live, the UK, this includes the 
physical and human characteristics of our country 

• The world in which you live, this includes the vulnerable 
ecosystems of the world, development and natural 
hazards 

• Geographical skills and fieldwork. This includes map 
skills, studying sources and carrying out fieldwork 

• Many different case studies around the world, this 
includes interactions between people and 
environments, change in places and processes over 
space and time  

You will learn by: 

• Studying varying sources such as GIS data, printed maps, aerial photographs, and statistical data. 

• Thinking critically and asking thought provoking questions 

• Developing and extending knowledge of locations, places, environments and processes of different 
scales including global and of social, political and cultural contexts 

• Investigating countries, cities, local areas and their physical and human features 

• Applying geographical knowledge, understanding, skills and approaches appropriately and creatively to 
real world contexts, including fieldwork, and to contemporary situations and issues 

You will be assessed by:  

Three exams: 

1. Living in the UK Today  60 marks 1 hr 30% of GCSE 

2. The World Around Us 60 marks 1 hr 30% of GCSE 

3. Geographical Skills 80 marks 1hr 30mins 40% of GCSE 
 

Course specification & further information: 

OCR A GCSE Geography – use the links below for more 

details:  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/geography-a-

geographical-themes-j383-from-2016/ 

Where could Geography take you next?  

“Geography graduates have one of the highest rates of graduate employment, pursuing a wide range of career paths. Put 
simply, there is no such thing as a geography job; rather there are multiple jobs that geographers do” (The Royal 

Geographical Society) 

Geography careers offer opportunities to develop solutions to some of the most pressing issues for modern 
society, including climate change, natural disasters, overpopulation, urban expansion, and multicultural 
integration. 
 
 

Suggested Resources: 

https://www.gcsepod.com/gcsepod_content/ge

ography/ 

Revision Guide: My Revision Notes: OCR GCSE 

(9–1) Geography A ISBN: 9781510418936 
 

•  

•  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/geography-a-geographical-themes-j383-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/geography-a-geographical-themes-j383-from-2016/
https://www.gcsepod.com/gcsepod_content/geography/
https://www.gcsepod.com/gcsepod_content/geography/
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HISTORY 
Core GCSE 

Grade Set 

9 to 1 

 

 

 

 

  

In History you will learn about:  

• The Modern World.  This includes a study of inter-war 
European relationships and a depth study of Germany 1890 – 
1945. The two courses complement each other and look at 
how the era after the end of the First World War led to the 
causes of the Second World War. 

• British History.  This includes a study of Health and the People 
c1000 to present day and a depth study of the Normans, 1066 
1086.  This area of study looks at developments in British 
history and helps explain the Britain we live in today. 

 

You will learn by: 

• Using a range of historical sources and interpretations from each area to develop knowledge and 
understanding of themes and events. 

• Using a range of text and multimedia resources to develop independent study and build knowledge. 

• Developing analytical and evaluative skills to explain and evaluate events and causes for change in 
history. 

• Developing debating and discussion skills to convince classmates of a historical perspective or opinion.  

You will be assessed by:  

 

Paper 1: 84 marks, 2 hours, 50% of GCSE Paper 2: 84 marks, 2 hours, 50% of GCSE 

Period Study Wider world depth study Thematic study British depth study 

Germany 1890 – 1945: 
Democracy and 
dictatorship 

Conflict and tension: 
1918 - 1939 

Health and the people: 
c1000 to the present day 

Norman England: c1066 – 
c1100 

 
 

Suggested Resources: 

https://www.gcsepod.com/gcsepodcontent

/history/ 

Revision Guide: 
My Revision Notes: AQA GCSE (9-1) History, 
Second Edition ISBN: 9781510455610 

 

Course specification & further information: 

AQA GCSE History– use the links below for more details:  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-

8145/assessment-resources?sort=date&start_rank=21  

 

 
Where could History take you next?  

Employers value the research, analytical, teamwork and communication skills that history students develop 
throughout their degree. Those who study history should be practised in applying lessons of the past to help 
resolve problems of the present, and have the ability to apply an analytical mind set to all kinds of situations and 
challenges. These problem-solving and analytical skills are relevant in just about any industry which has a focus on 
current societies and future developments, particularly in the fields of business, politics and academia. 

 

https://www.gcsepod.com/gcsepodcontent/history/
https://www.gcsepod.com/gcsepodcontent/history/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145/assessment-resources?sort=date&start_rank=21
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145/assessment-resources?sort=date&start_rank=21
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FRENCH 
Core/Option GCSE 

Grade Set 

9 to 1 

 

 

 

  

In French you will learn:  

• How to express yourself over the range of topics in 
both speech and writing 

• How to understand both written and spoken 
language 

• Content from 12 different units, which relate to 
everyday life as well as more complex issues 

• How to prepare yourself for further study in 
languages 

 

You will learn by: 

• Taking part in interactive lessons and discussions around a variety of topics 

• Studying texts and comprehension activities, including authentic literature  

• Listening to authentic French resources, including radio extracts, songs and discussions 

• Translation activities on a range of topics 

• Writing texts to suit a number of purposes and styles.  

You will be assessed by:  

Four skills are assessed in GCSE French: listening, speaking, reading and writing. Each examination will 

account for 25% of the final grade. GCSE French is assessed at both Foundation (grades 1-5) and Higher 

(grades 4-9) tiers. Students must be assessed in all four skills at the same tier. 
  

Suggested Resources: 

• Linguascope  

• Memrise 

• Duo lingo  

• Languages online 

Course specification & further information: 

AQA GCSE French – use the links below for more details:  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-

8658 

 

 
Where could French take you next?  

Languages, including French can help with almost any career path, with languages being one of the most 
desired skills from employers. Routes specifically with languages can include: 
 

• Teaching (including abroad) 
• Translation/interpretation 
• Diplomacy 
• Politics  
• Aviation  
• International business  

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658
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ART & DESIGN 
Option GCSE 

Grade Set 

9 to 1 

 

 

 

  

In Art & Design you will learn about:  

• A wide range of art movements, artists and 
strategies to help foster independence 

• How to develop skills, creativity and imagination 
•  A wide range of approaches in how to use a variety 

of materials, processes and techniques linked to the 
subject 

• How to respond to guidelines and potential 
outcomes 

• How to generate ideas and problem solve 

 

You will learn by: 

• Building upon your prior knowledge 
• Acquiring new skills 
• Analysing and evaluating artists and designers throughout history 
• Being taught a range of drawing and painting skills 
• Being encouraged to draw from observation 
• Using a variety of techniques and materials so that all students have the opportunity to 

explore new ways to make work and make progress 

 
You will be assessed by:  

• Component 1 requires the pupil to produce work based on a theme, starting point or brief set 
by the school. (60%) 

• Component 2 is the set task from the exam board which requires pupils to choose a starting 
point from a list and prepare work over a number of weeks, resulting in a final idea which will be 
done within 10 hours set exam time. (40%) Pupils can produce work within a number of areas, 
and develop skills in different media and techniques, allowing them to create work which suits 

their ability and preference. 

 
Suggested Resources: 

• Basic art equipment for 
students to use at home 

• Most resources will be provided 
by the academy 

Course specification & further information: 

AQA GCSE ART & DESIGN – use the links below for more details: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-

8201-8206 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-

schemes/2018/june/AQA-8201X-QP-JUN18.PDF 

 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/AQA-8201 

SQP.PDF 

 

Where could Art & Design take you next?  

Architect, Antique Dealer, Animator, Art Teacher, Art Therapist, Community Arts Worker, Fashion Designer, 

Graphic Artist, Interior Designer, Make-up artist, Museum Curator, Product Designer and Web Designer. 

https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/art-careers-list 

 

Some of the work that has been created by 

previous students in the Art department. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-schemes/2018/june/AQA-8201X-QP-JUN18.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-schemes/2018/june/AQA-8201X-QP-JUN18.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/AQA-8201SQP.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/AQA-8201SQP.PDF
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/art-careers-list
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3D DESIGN 
Option GCSE 

Grade Set 

9 to 1 

 

 

  

In 3D Design you will learn about:  

• A wide range of 3D influences, designers and strategies 
to help foster independence  

• How to develop skills, creativity and imagination 
•  A wide range of approaches in how to use a variety of 

materials, processes and techniques linked to the 
subject 

• How to respond to guidelines and potential outcomes 
• How to generate ideas and problem solve 

 

You will learn by: 

• Building upon your prior DT knowledge 
• Acquiring new skills 
• Analysing and evaluating designers throughout history 
• Sketching and planning design concepts 
• Being taught a range of 3D skills 
• Using a variety of techniques and materials so that all students have the opportunity to explore new 

ways to create work and make progress 

 
You will be assessed by:  

This qualification is linear so students will sit all their exams and submit all of their coursework at the end of the 
course. 

Component 1: Coursework (60% of final mark). During the course you will build up a portfolio of work that is 
carefully selected and thoughtfully presented. Evidence will take the form of development pages and test pieces. 
Projects will be concluded by a final piece outcome, usually taking the form of 3D making. 

Component 2: Exam (40% of final mark). After Christmas in Year 11 you will receive an exam paper from AQA. You 
will choose ONE question to work from and then have a limited number of weeks to carefully research your 
thoughts and ideas in response to this chosen theme. This will take the form of a development pages filled with 
primary research, designer connections and exploration studies. You will be allowed to take your development 
pages into a ten hour practical exam. During the exam time you will create a final piece outcome to finish your 
project. 

Suggested Resources: 

• Basic drawing equipment for 
students to use at home. 

• Most resources will be provided 
by the academy. 

Course specification & further information: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-

design-8201-8206/subject-content/three-dimensional-design 

https://www.createeducation.com/resource/gcse-art-design-
three-dimensional-design-project-guidance/ 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8pfcj6/revision/11 

Where could 3D Design take you next?  

Design practice: interior design, product design, graphic design, in-house and consultancy for TV characters, TV 
environments, TV motion graphics, advertising, films, adverts, architecture, video games. 

https://www.educba.com/careers-in-3d/ 

Outcomes you can achieve in 3D Design! 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/subject-content/three-dimensional-design
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/subject-content/three-dimensional-design
https://www.createeducation.com/resource/gcse-art-design-three-dimensional-design-project-guidance/
https://www.createeducation.com/resource/gcse-art-design-three-dimensional-design-project-guidance/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8pfcj6/revision/11
https://www.educba.com/careers-in-3d/
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BUSINESS ENTERPRISE   
Option BTEC 

Grade Set 

L1P to L2D*  

 

 

  

In Business Enterprise you will learn about:  

• The development of core knowledge and understanding 
including the range of enterprises and the key features 
and factors that contribute to an enterprise’s levels of 
success. 
 

• The development and application of skills such as: 
analysing research, information, planning and financial 
forecasting, communicating and problem solving. 

 

You will learn by: 

• Students will have the opportunity to develop knowledge and understanding of the different types of 
enterprise and their ownership looking at the characteristics of small and medium Enterprises (SMEs) and 
entrepreneurs with reasons for levels of success 
 

• Students will explore why enterprises are successful, looking at the impact of factors both inside and 
outside the control of the enterprise 
 

• Students will investigate ways in which situational analysis can be used to support decision making. You 
will also discover how the success can be monitored in an SME 

You will be assessed by:  

• Component 1 and 2 are internally assessed through written coursework. Component 1 counts towards 
30% towards the overall grade in year 11. Component 2 counts towards 30% towards the overall grade in 
year 11.(60% combined) 

• Component 3 is externally assessed through a 2 hour exam. This exam counts for 40% of overall grade for 
year 11 

Suggested Resources: 

• BTEC Tech Award in Enterprise 

Student Book 

 

• Pearson REVISE BTEC Tech Award 

in Enterprise Revision Guide 

 

Course specification & further information: 

Pearson BTEC Teach in Enterprise – use the links below for more 

details:  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-

awards/enterprise.html 

 

Where could Business Enterprise take you next?  

Students can move onto BTEC level 3 Extended Diploma in Business if they successfully complete this course.  

Typical jobs with a Business qualification:  

Business Adviser, Business Analyst, Chartered Management accountant, Corporate Investment Banker, Data 
Analyst, Management Consultant, Operational Researcher, Project Manager, Stockbroker. 

 

•  

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/enterprise.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/enterprise.html
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BUSINESS STUDIES  
Option GCSE 

Grade Set 

9 to 1 

 

 

 

  

In Business Studies you will learn about:  

Through studying this qualification students will:  

• Apply knowledge and understanding to different business contexts. These 
include businesses ranging from small enterprises to large multinationals 
and businesses operating in local, national and global contexts 

• Develop an understanding of how these contexts impact on business 
behaviour 

• Use business terminology to identify and explain business activity 
• Apply business concepts to familiar and unfamiliar contexts 

 

You will learn by: 

Through studying this qualification students will:  

Apply knowledge and understanding to business decision making, including:  

• The interdependent nature of business activity, influences on business, business operations, finance, 
marketing and human resources; and how these interdependencies underpin business decision making o 
how different business contexts affect business decisions  

• The use and limitation of quantitative and qualitative data in making business decisions  
• Develop problem-solving and decision-making skills relevant to business  
• Investigate, analyse and evaluate business opportunities and issues  
• Make justified decisions using both qualitative and quantitative data, including its selection, 

interpretation, analysis and evaluation, and the application of appropriate quantitative skills. 

You will be assessed by:  

• Theme 1: Investigating small business, a written exam lasting 1 hour 30 minutes, 50% of the qualification, 
90 marks. The paper will consist of calculations, multiple-choice, short-answer and extended-writing 
questions. 

• Theme 2: Building a business, a written exam lasting 1 hour 30 minutes, 50% of the qualification, 90 marks. 
The paper will consist of calculations, multiple-choice, short-answer and extended-writing questions. 

 

Suggested Resources: 

• GCSE Business 9-1 Revision guide.  

• GCSE Business 9-1 text book 

Course specification & further information: 

GCSE Business studies – use the links below for more details:  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-

gcses/business-2017.html 

 
Where could Business Studies take you next?  

Students can move onto A-level Business if they successfully complete this course.  

Typical jobs with a Business qualification:  

Business Adviser, Business Analyst, Chartered Management accountant, Corporate Investment Banker, Data 
Analyst, Management Consultant, Operational Researcher, Project Manager, Stockbroker. 
 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/business-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/business-2017.html
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 
Option GCSE 

Grade Set 

9 to 1 

 

 

  

In Design Technology you will learn about:  

• design technology and our world  

• smart materials  

• electronic systems and programmable components  

• mechanical components and devices  

• materials – plastic and polymers, metals, textiles, paper 

and board 

• plus one area of focus—this will be natural and 

manufactured timber  

• manufacturing and modelling skills  

  

 

 

You will learn by: 

• completing a range of different projects that encompass theory elements as well building on your 
practical skills 

• each project will focus on different theory elements that need to be covered for your NEA and exam 

You will be assessed by:  

NEA—Non-exam assessment (50%). Students will complete the NEA at the start of Year 11 where they will be 

provided with 3 different contextual challenges. From the 3 contextual challenges the student will pick one to 

focus on. This GCSE places greater emphasis on understanding and applying the iterative design processes. 

Students will use their creativity and imagination to design and make a product that solve real and relevant 

problems, considering others’ needs, wants and values.  

 

Exam (50%). Students will sit a 2 hour exam at the end of year 11. They are expected to have good subject 

knowledge, which can then be applied to the exam. Maths and science knowledge will also be required.  

Suggested Resources:  Revision guides can be obtained from the class teacher. 

Course specification & further information: 

Eduqas Design Technology – use the links below for more details:  

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/design-and-technology-gcse/#tab_overview  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z4nfwty  https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/job-

profiles/manufacturing-and-engineeringhttp://www.tomorrowsengineers.org.uk  

http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2016-17/16-17_1-4/website/index.html 

  

 

 

Where could Design Technology take you next?  

Design technology provides a path to many different careers. Some of these are: product designer, architect, 

fashion designer, graphic designer, furniture designer, engineering, robotics, CAD technician, aerospace and 

many more!  

 

 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/design-and-technology-gcse/#tab_overview
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/job-profiles/manufacturing-and-engineeringhttp:/www.tomorrowsengineers.org.uk
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/job-profiles/manufacturing-and-engineeringhttp:/www.tomorrowsengineers.org.uk
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2016-17/16-17_1-4/website/index.html
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DRAMA 
Option GCSE 

Grade Set 

9 to 1 

 

 

 

  

In Drama you will learn about:  

• Team work and creativity are at the heart of the Drama GCSE course. The first half of the course is 
dedicated to Component 2 where students will devise their own original piece of theatre using a 
stimulus as their starting point. Students will be expected to contribute to their group during rehearsals 
and showcase their skills and knowledge of theatre through their assessed performance. 
 

• Students will also perform two extracts from a chosen play as part of their Component 3: texts in 
practice module. Students will be expected to use their performance skills to portray clear 
characterisation and display their own interpretation of the text. 
 

• Lastly, Component 1 requires the students to sit a written exam at the end of Year 11. The exam 
assesses the student’s knowledge of one set text (Blood Brothers). The students will need to study the 
historical and cultural context of the set text, understanding the character’s motives, the playwright’s 
intentions and show an understanding of costume and set design as well appropriate performance skills. 

 

You will learn by: 

• Students will take part in drama workshops that allow them to explore performance skills, dramatic 
techniques and theatre practitioners, to help develop their practical work 

• Students will have the opportunity to watch a live performance at the theatre in preparation for their 
live theatre review 

• Students will learn how to articulate their creative ideas into a written exam format by completing 
written assessments 

You will be assessed by:  

• Component 1: Written exam: Understanding drama -- 40% 
• Component 2: Practical assessment: Devising theatre -- 10% 
• Component 2: Devising log coursework -- 30% 
• Component 3: Practical assessment: Performing dramatic texts -- 20% 

Suggested Resources: 

• AQA revision guide 

• Blood Brothers text 

Course specification & further information: 

AQA GCSE – Drama 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-
8261/specification-at-a-glance 

 

Where could Drama take you next?  

Drama is an excellent tool to help the development and growth of pupils’ teamwork and communication 
skills. These transferable skills are easily applied to real life situations and will give pupils the confidence they 
need to achieve anything they aspire to. 

Studying drama can lead to a career in many industries including: Actor, Broadcast Presenter, Community 

Arts Worker, Dramatherapist, Theatre Director, and Theatre Stage Manager 

 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261/specification-at-a-glance
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HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE  
Option BTEC 

Grade Set 

L1P to L2D*  

 

 

  

In Health & Social Care you will learn about:  

• The development of applied knowledge and understanding of 

human growth and development across life stages and the 

factors that affect this, and how individuals deal with life 

events 

 

• You will also learn about the factors that affect health and 

wellbeing, including physiological and lifestyle indicators. 

 

 

You will learn by: 

• Working through case studies and identify, describing & explaining factors based on health and wellbeing 

and the impact this has on health & wellbeing 

• Exploring a range of healthcare conditions that an individual may present and the different healthcare 

services that are available to manage the condition 

• Demonstrating through role-play how Health & Social Care Values can be displayed  

• Analysing & demonstrating how physiological indicators such as blood pressure, pulse rate & body mass 

index data is interpreted 

• Exploring positive and negatives of lifestyle choices through celebrities, family & themselves 

• Making recommendation & actions for individuals aimed to improve health and wellbeing 

 

You will be assessed by:  

• Component 1 and 2 are internally assessed through written coursework. Component 1 counts towards 
30% towards the overall grade in year 11. Component 2 counts towards 30% towards the overall grade in 
year 11 (60% combined) 

• Component 3 is externally assessed through a 2 hour exam. This exam counts for 40% of overall grade 
for year 11 

Suggested Resources: 

• BTEC Tech Award Health and Social Care 

Student Book 

• Pearson REVISE BTEC Tech Award Health and 

Social Care Revision Guide 

• Revise BTEC Tech Award Health and Social Care 

Practice  

 

Course specification & further information: 

Pearson BTEC Health and Social Care – use the 

link below for more details:  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualificatio

ns/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care.html 

 

 Where could Health & Social Care take you next?  

• A range of careers are available once students complete both Level 2 and 3 offered at College, Sixth form 

or apprenticeships. Jobs such as Health Visitor, Nursery worker, Youth and Community Worker 

• Further studies at university level could lead to jibs such as Social Worker, Nursing, Care Assistant, 

General Practitioner (GP), Mental Health Nurse or Midwifery. Other jobs within the ‘Health’ or ‘Social’ 

sector are also available  
 

•  

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care.html
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HOSPITALITY & CATERING  
Option L1 or L2 Award 

Grade Set 

L1P to L2D* 

 

 

 

  

In Hospitality & Catering you will learn about:  

• The hospitality and catering industry, the types of 
hospitality and catering providers and about working in 
the industry 

• Health and safety, and food safety in hospitality and 
catering, as well as food related causes of ill health 

• The importance of nutrition and how cooking methods 
can impact on nutritional value. 

• How to plan nutritious menus as well as factors which 
affect menu planning. You will learn the skills and 
techniques needed to prepare, cook and present dishes 
as well as learning how to review your work effectively. 

 

 

You will learn by: 

• Building upon your prior knowledge from KS3 work – practical and theory work including evaluations 
• Acquiring new cooking skills – being introduced to new tastes and ingredients 
• Creating menus / modifying recipes / presentation of dishes  
• Considering what a consumer expects from their experience within a hospitality and catering 

establishment 
• Looking in depth at the hospitality and catering industry and food related careers 

 

This qualification will provide the experience of using different cooking techniques and methods to enable 
them to use these within further education or apprenticeships. It will give them a basic understanding of the 
skills required for a career in food as well as transferable skills of problem solving, organisation & time 
management, planning and communication. 

 
You will be assessed by:  

• Unit 1 will be assessed through an external exam, which is worth 40% of your qualification. 
• You will focus on learning about different types of providers, legislation, food safety and the roles & 

responsibilities within the sector 
• Unit 2 you will complete an internal assignment where you will plan and prepare a menu in response to a 

brief. This will be worth 60% of your qualification and will take 12 hours 
• You will develop practical skills for planning, preparing, cooking and presenting nutritional dishes to meet 

specific client’s needs  
 

Suggested Resources: 

• GCSE Pod  
BBC Food website  

• Nutrition program 
• Food programmes / blogs/ visiting food places 

•   

•  
•  

Course specification & further information: 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-

2-vocational-award-in-hospitality-and-

catering/?sub_nav_level=course-

materials#tab_resources 

 
Where could Hospitality & Catering take you next?  

You may be interested in progressing to other qualifications relevant to working in the food industry such as 

WJEC L3 Applied Certificate / Diploma in Food Science & Nutrition 

• Hospitality & Catering careers – Barista / Catering Manager / Chef / Publican / Restaurant Manager / Hotel 

Manager / Housekeeper / Maître d’hôtel / Receptionist / Concierge 

• Health & Well-being – Dietitian / Environmental Health Officer / Nutritionist / Personal Trainer 

• Food Development & Production – Consumer Scientist / Food Laboratory Technician / Food Processing 

Worker / Food Scientist 

• Food Retail – Baker / Butcher / Fishmonger / Food Buyer for supermarkets  

 

  

 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-hospitality-and-catering/?sub_nav_level=course-materials#tab_resources
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-hospitality-and-catering/?sub_nav_level=course-materials#tab_resources
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-hospitality-and-catering/?sub_nav_level=course-materials#tab_resources
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-hospitality-and-catering/?sub_nav_level=course-materials#tab_resources
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CREATIVE IMEDIA 
Option OCR 

Grade Set 

L1P to L2D*  

 

 

  

In Creative iMedia you will learn about:  

The OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate in Creative iMedia consists of 

two mandatory units and two optional units. 

• This qualifications will assess the application of creative media skills 

through their practical use 

• They will provide learners with essential knowledge, transferable skills 

and tools to improve their learning in other subjects with the aims of 

enhancing their employability when they leave education, contributing 

to their personal development and future economic well-being 

• The qualification encourages independence, creativity and awareness of 

the digital media sector 

 

 

You will learn by: 

• Understanding pre-production skills used in the creative and digital media sector. It will develop students 
understanding of the client brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques that form part of 
the planning and creation process.  

• Planning is an essential part of working in the creative and digital media sector. It will enable learners to 
acquire the underpinning knowledge and skills needed to create digital media products and gain an 
understanding of their application. 

• Understand the basics of digital graphics editing for the creative and digital media sector. Students will 
learn where and why digital graphics are used and what techniques are involved in their creation. The 
unit will develop learners’ understanding of the client brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation 
techniques as part of the planning and creation process.  

You will be assessed by:  

• R081- Mandatory unit- coursework unit  
• R082- Mandatory unit- exam 
• R084- Optional unit- coursework 
• R088- Optional unit coursework 

Suggested Resources: 

• Creative iMedia revision guide 

• Creative iMedia text book 

• Dynamic learning online resource  

Course specification & further information: 

Creative iMedia – use the links below for more details:  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-

nationals/creative-imedia-level-1-2-award-certificate-j807-j817/ 

Where could (Subject) take you next?  

This qualification is a good grounding for any students in any discipline since the skills acquired in the use of IT in 
Business and problem solving will apply to any field of study at any level.  
Students wishing to go into employment will have the skills and specialist knowledge to open doors to working in 
Cyber Security, Marketing, Project Management, Date Management and creative or technical roles. Students 
wishing to continue their IT studies will be able to increase their knowledge and continue to an A level standard 
(Level 3 Award).  
 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/creative-imedia-level-1-2-award-certificate-j807-j817/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/creative-imedia-level-1-2-award-certificate-j807-j817/
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MUSIC 
Option GCSE 

Grade Set 

9 to 1 

 

 

  

In Music you will learn about:  

• Composition- creating your own music based around the 
4 areas of study 

• Listening and appraising- listening to and analysing 
different areas and genres of music: world music, 
concerto through time, Film and gaming music and pop 
music through the decades. 

• Performance- Students will have the opportunity to have 
instrumental lessons and perform as part of an 
ensemble.  

 

You will learn by: 

• Engaging with instrumental teachers on a weekly basis, learning to perform both as a soloist and as part 
of an ensemble 

• Having the opportunity to explore many genres of music both inside and outside the classroom in a fun 
and interactive way 

• Working with peers to support on performances, composition and listening skills 

• Exploring different types of music technology and working with professionals to create and edit your 
own music 

You will be assessed by:  

• 30% Composition- You will create 2 pieces of music, one based on an area of study and one free 
composition 

• 30% Performance- You will complete 2 formal performances for an audience, one solo and one ensemble 

• 40% Listening and Appraising- You will undertake a listening exam based around the areas of study that 
you will have explored in class 

Suggested Resources: 

• BBC Bitesize- OCR Music 

• Rhinegold- OCR Music 

• BBC Ten pieces 

 

Course specification & further information: 

OCR GCSE Music– use the link below for more information. 

https://www.rslawards.com/vocational/music-practitioners/ 

 

 

 Where could music take you next?  

• Performing and song writing 
• Music Production and Technology 
• Education Careers 
• Theatre production  
• Sound technician 

 

https://www.rslawards.com/vocational/music-practitioners/
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MUSIC - ROCKSCHOOL 
Option Level 2 Award 

LeveQualification Grade Set 

P/M/D 

 

 

 

  

In RSL you will learn about:  

• Musical Knowledge- you will have the opportunity to 
explore 2 genres of music and write a short essay on 
their origins, features and artists. You will learn to 
compare and contrast different musical genres. 

• Digital Audio Workstations- You will learn how to use 
different types of music technology and apply your 
knowledge to the creation of a piece of music. 

• Performance skills- You will be able to learn a musical 
instrument and perform as a soloist and as part of an 
ensemble.  

 

 

You will learn by: 

• Engaging with instrumental teachers on a weekly basis, learning to perform both as a soloist and as part 
of an ensemble 

• Having the opportunity to explore many genres of music both inside and outside the classroom in a fun 
and interactive way 

• Working with peers to support on performances, composition and listening skills 

• Exploring different types of music technology and working with professionals to create and edit your 
own music 

 

You will be assessed by:  

• You will complete one essay called ‘Musical Knowledge’, this will assess your ability to be able to 
compare and contrast 2 contemporary genres of music 

• You will complete 1 performance in front of a live audience as both a soloist and a member of an 
ensemble 

• You will create 4 short musical compositions and you will turn one of them into a full piece of music 

Suggested Resources: 

• BBC Bitesize 

• RSL books 

• RSL website 

• BBC Ten pieces 

Course specification & further information: 

RSL Rockschool, Level 2, Music Practitioners (Performance) – use 

the link below for more details:  

https://www.rslawards.com/vocational/music-practitioners/ 

Where could Rock School take you next?  

• Performing and song writing 
• Music Production and Technology 
• Education Careers 
• Theatre production  
• Sound technician 

 

 

https://www.rslawards.com/vocational/music-practitioners/
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
Option GCSE 

Grade Set 

9 to 1 

 

 

  

In Religious Studies you will learn about:  

• Current contemporary issues such as contraception, 
abortion, the death penalty and much more 

• In depth study of two religions looking at the beliefs and 
practices 

• How the world works and how to better understand the 
people who live in it 

• Controversial issue that cause debate all around the 
world 

• Having a better understand of philosophy and ethics 
that will give you a great head start for further 
education 

 

You will learn by: 

• Developing your opinions on current issues that face the world 

• Enhancing your debating skills by being involved in class discussions which help your critical evaluation 

• Gaining skills in empathy, critical thinking and problem solving by researching and looking at case studies 

• Independent study and presentations that will help your confidence in oracy and literacy 

You will be assessed by:  

Two exams: 

1. The Study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices. Religions to 
be studied are Christianity and Islam 
 

102 
Marks 

1hour 
45 

50% of 
GCSE 

2. Thematic Studies: Themes to be studied are Relationships and 
Families, Religion and Life, Crime and Punishment and Peace and 
Conflict. 

102 
Marks 

1 hour 
45 

50% of 
GCSE 

 

Course specification & further information: 

AQA GCSE Religious Studies – use the links below for more 

details:  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-

studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062/specification-at-a-

glance  

Where could Religious Studies take you next?  

It would be easier to list those careers you can't go into following this GCSE than those you can. Graduates go into 
a very wide range of careers. Whilst some do enter full-time religious ministry, the majority go into careers that 
are not based in religion at all. These include academic research and teaching, the civil service, the public sector, 
personnel work, media, business and management; a large proportion, around 40% continue to study at a higher 
level.  

 

Suggested Resources: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-

studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-

8062/assessment-resources 
 

Revision Guide: Religious Studies Christianity 

& Islam ISBN - 978-1292208862 
 

•  

•  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062/assessment-resources
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SPORTS STUDIES 
Option OCR 

Grade Set 

L1P to L2D* 

 

 

  

Key information about Sports Studies:  

The Cambridge National Sports Studies qualification will allow students to have the 
opportunity to apply theoretical knowledge about different types of sport and 
physical activity, skills development and sports leadership to their own practical 
performance. 

Students will also learn about contemporary issues in sport such as funding, 
participation, ethics and role models, and sport and the media. Students will 
further develop their appreciation of the importance of sport locally and nationally, 
different ways of being involved in sport and of how this might shape the sports 
industry. 

 

To obtain the full qualification you will complete the following 4 units: 

Unit RO51: Contemporary issues in sport (compulsory) – Written exam, 1hour. This unit reflects on sport in the 
wider environment and how it affects society and its values. Students will explore a range of topics and 
contemporary issues in sport, as well as the promotion of values and ethical behaviour through sport. Students 
will also learn about high profile sporting events and national governing bodies as they attempt to positively 
impact upon society and showcase their worth beyond providing entertainment. 

Unit RO52: Developing sports skills (compulsory)- Students will develop their skills, techniques and use of 
tactics/strategies/compositional ideas in both an individual and a team sporting activity. Students will also 
improve their understanding of the rules to allow them to act in a number of officiating roles within an activity. 
As well as developing sports skills, students will also develop their transferable skills such as communication, 
performing under pressure, using initiatives to solve problems and make decisions by considering rapidly 
changing conditions around them. This is assessed through set tasks provided by OCR. 

RO53: Sports leadership– The role of the sports leader is imperative in any sporting situation. Adopting to the 
role of coach, manager, teacher or team captain, sports leaders can shape the development of sport by 
influencing and inspiring those around them. In this unit students learn more about different leadership roles 
and styles. They will then progress to planning and delivering a safe session and evaluate how they performed. 

RO56: Developing knowledge and skills in outdoor activities– This unit requires individuals to work 
collaboratively and develop their problem solving and communication skills as a group. Students will learn about 
different outdoor activities, how to plan an outdoor activity and be able to participate in one. This will develop 
their communication, decision making and leadership skills in challenging situations. 

Assessment format:  

1 written exam (RO51) 
3 units of coursework (RO52, RO53, RO56) 

 

Suggested Resources: 

Https://www.holdereducation.co.uk 

Https://www.sportengland.org 

Https://www.thefa.com 

 

Course specification & further information: 

You will find all relevant information including past papers from 

the website below: https://www.ocr.org.uk/sport 

If you require further information, please contact the PE team: 

E-mail: PEteam@Harborneacademy.co.uk 

 
Where could Sports Studies take you next?  

A-level PE, level 3 Cambridge technical in sport, B-tec Sport level 3. University or apprenticeships. 

 

https://www.holdereducation.co.uk/
https://www.sportengland.org/
https://www.thefa.com/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/sport
mailto:PEteam@Harborneacademy.co.uk
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FURTHER PURE MATHEMATICS (available on application) 
IGCSE 

Grade Set 

9 to 1 

 

 

 

  

In Further Pure Mathematics you will learn: 

Mathematical techniques beyond GCSE 

Mathematics content, develop an understanding of 

mathematical reasoning and processes, and the 

ability to relate different elements within 

mathematics. Students will use algebra and calculus 

to set up and solve problems. This course provides 

a solid basis for students wishing to pursue Further 

and Higher studies of mathematics. 

 

 
You will learn by: 
 
Solving problems and investigating patterns into 
mathematical methods 
 

• Teachers presenting well planned lessons 
(this includes after school sessions) 

• Differentiated tasks 
• Having access to Trips and visits 
• Having access to online resources, 

ActiveLearn, MathsWatch and others 

You will be assessed by: 

The Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Further Pure Mathematics comprises of two externally assessed 
papers. This specification is offered through a single tier. Questions are targeted at grades in the range 9–4. 

There are two papers each assessed through a 2-hour examination. Both exams are equally weighted and 
calculators allowed. 

Course specification & further information: 

The Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Further Pure Mathematics is a single tiered linear qualification for  
• students who either already have, or are expected to, achieve grades 7-9 in GCSE Mathematics 
• students who are likely to progress to A-Level study in Mathematics 
• students selected by the maths department 

 
The following is key information regarding the course. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Further%20Pure%20Mathematics/2
016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/International-GCSE-in-Further-Pure-Mathematics-spec.pdf  

Where could Mathematics take you next?  

There is a demand for mathematicians and statisticians across a range of sectors. Mathematicians work in the 
petroleum and nuclear industries, medicine and health, IT, business consultancy, operational research, space 
science and astronomy as well as many forms of engineering. 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/mathematics  

Enrichment: 
 
We offer many avenues of enrichment via the maths 

department. Some include: 

• Bletchley park visit and coding 

• University of Birmingham Big Quiz 

• UKMT Maths Challenge 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Further%20Pure%20Mathematics/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/International-GCSE-in-Further-Pure-Mathematics-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Further%20Pure%20Mathematics/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/International-GCSE-in-Further-Pure-Mathematics-spec.pdf
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/mathematics
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HOME LANGUAGES (available on application) 
GCSE 

Grade Set 

9 to 1 

 

 

 

  

Information: 

At Harborne Academy we have a rich and thorough home 

languages programme that fully prepares students to achieve 

high grades at GCSE in a language that they can speak, write, 

read and understand. If there is a GCSE in a language that you 

know we will be able to offer this to you as a GCSE. Please check 

with your MFL teacher to find out if you qualify. 
 

You will learn by: 

Receiving 4 tutoring sessions over the GCSE which will prepare you fully for the demands of the GCSE in the four 

components. It is important to attend these so that you understand what is necessary to reach the highest 

possible marks in the course.  

It is important that you keep up your language levels at home, and commit some time to practice papers, 

revision for mocks and general upkeep of the language.   

You will be assessed by:  

Four skills are assessed in GCSE languages: listening, speaking, reading and writing. Each examination will 

account for 25% of the final grade. GCSE languages is assessed at both Foundation (grades 1-5) and Higher 

(grades 4-9) tiers. Students must be assessed in all four skills at the same tier. 

  

Suggested Resources: 

• Linguascope  

• Memrise 

• Duo lingo  

• Languages online 

Course specification & further information: 

AQA or Edexcel GCSE. Use the links to find your language: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/languages.html 

Where could your home language take you next?  

Languages, can help with almost any career path, with languages being one of the most desired skills 

from employers. Routes specifically with languages can include: 

• Teaching (including abroad) 

• Translation/interpretation 

• Diplomacy 

• Politics  

• Aviation  

• International business  

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/languages.html
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For your notes: 

 


